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WHILE we owe it no less to our read- 
ers than to the memory of this inesti- 
mable man, to offer in these pages a 
brief sketch of the history of his life, we 
feel how impossible it would be within 
such narrow limits to do any justice 
either to his greatness or his goodness. 
All that can be attempted is to indicate 
the more prominent points of his public 
life, and to attempt a brief delineation 
of his character. 

Olinthus Gilbert Gregory was born of 
respectable and intelligent parents at 
Yaxley, in Huntingdonshire, on the 
29th of January, 1774. He received his 
early education under Mr. Richard 
Weston, then master of a school in that 
county, an able mathematician, and one 
who appeared to have understood the 
art of teaching in a degree very rare in 
those days, and not exceedingly com- 
mon in these. Under his judicious su- 
perintendence, Mr. Gregory remained 
for ten or twelve years, and during this 
period of ardent intellectual activity, 
laid the foundations of his future emi- 
nence. At a very early age, intellectual 
and literary tastes developed themselves 
_ in his mind to a singular and precocious 
degree. Before he was fifteen years old, 
he had acquainted himself with the 
writings of some of our greatest philoso- 
phers and poets, among whom may be 
mentioned Bishop Berkeley and Locke, 
Shakespere and Milton. Even at this 
early age, the young student spent whole 
nights in the study of these authors, and 
in the still more difficult investigations 
of abstract science ; and by such severe 
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and premature labour he no doubt made 
an impression upon his physical consti- 
tution which his own natural prudence 
and the fond cares of others in after 
years could never entirely efface. 

Most men who take the trouble to ex- 
amine the history of their own minds, 
will find that their most important and 
lasting intellectual tendencies have been 
determined by what appears to be acci- 
dent. So it was with Dr. Gregory. 
While engaged in mathematical inguiry, 
and first employing himself publicly in 
the solution of those mathematical pro- 
blems which were currently proposed in 
the periodical literature of that day, a 
passage from the “ Paradise Lost,” which 
was accidentally cited in his hearing, 
turned his attention to subjects at once 
more subtle and more comprehensive. 
His youthful mind, disciplined to close 
and accurate thinking, plunged at once 
into all the difficulties and abstrusenesses 
of metaphysics. With the unchastened 
fervour of youth, he strained his intellect 
to comprehend and philosophize upon 
the infinity of the nature and the eter- 
nity of the existence of God. And, 
though his maturer reason and his deeper 
knowledge in after life may have led 
him to smile at these excursions of his 
juvenile fancy, there is no doubt that 
these early studies served to rescue him 
from the tyranny which mathematical 
and physical science too often exercises 
over the minds of students, and to qua- 
lify him for those still higher and better 
pursuits which have given him as dis- 
tinguished a name in the (aaa 
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and the Christian world, as his more 
professional labours have conferred upon 
him in the schools of science. 

At nineteen years of age he published 
his first work, entitled ‘* Lessons Astro- 
nomical and Philosophical, for the Amuse- 
ment and Instruction of British Youth.” 
The manuscript of this work was sub- 
mitted by the young author to the Earl 
of Carysfort, whose seat was in_ the 
neighbourhood of his residence. From 
his revision Mr. Gregory derived some 
useful hints, and this little incident ori- 
ginated a cordial intimacy which conti- 
nued until his lordship’s death. 

But one year afterwards, Mr. Gregory 
composed a treatise on the nature and 
the applications of the sliding rule, the 
manuscript of which he offered to a 
London publisher. As the work of an 
unknown author, it was laid before the 
celebrated Dr. Hutton. This circum- 
stance led to a correspondence between 

them which issued in an intimate and 
lasting friendship, and_had_a most im- 
portant bearing upon Mr, Gregory’s fu- 
ture prospects. 

About this time Mr. Gregory became 
acquainted with some very distinguished 
students of the University of Cambridge 
(among whom was Mr. Copley, the pre- 
sent Lord Lyndhurst), by whom he was 
strongly urged to enter the university, 
with a view to the reception of what are 
called holy orders, “ But,’ says an 
anonymous writer, who has recently 
written a sketch of Dr, Gregory’s life in 
a London paper, “ certain scruples which 
he entertained at that period induced 
him to abandon all idea of becoming a 
minister of the established church.” The 
truth hidden under this somewhat mys- 
terious statement is simply told. How- 
ever others may prostitute their reason 
and their conscience for the attainment 
of wealth and rank, Dr. Gregory was 
through life far too great, far too honour- 
able, and far too good a man, to perjure 
himself for the sake of either, by swear- 
ing to dogmas which were alike disap- 
proved by his conscience and scorned 
by his reason, 

Mr. Geegory took up his residence at 
Cambridge about the year 1798, and 
there engaged for a short time in the 
production of a provincial paper. This 
however he soon abandoned, and en- 
tered into business as a bookseller, con- 
necting with it at the same time the 
duties of a mathematical teacher. It 
was at this time that he first made the 
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acquaintance of the celebrated Robert 
Hall, of whom he was through life a 
most endeared and respected friend, 
and, after the decease of that extraordi- 
nary man, his biographer and the editor 
of his works. 

The intercourse of two minds so pow- 
erful, and yet so differently constituted, 
was of great importance to both, espe- 
cially as one of the early results of their 
intimacy was an arrangement to read 
together on alternate mornings ; Mr. 
Gregory instructing his friend in mathe- 
matics, while Mr. Hall took up the sub- 
ject of metaphysics and intellectual 
philosophy. The arrangement was sug- 
gested by Mr. Hall, “and to this propo- 
sal,” says Dr. Gregory, “I gladly 
consented; and it has long been my 
persuasion, that the scheme flowed in a 
great measure from his desire to call my 
attention to general literature, and es- 
pecially to the science of mind. Of 
what utility all this was to Mr. Hall I 
cannot precisely say ; but I can testify 
that it was of permanent advantage to 
his mathematical preceptor, who had 
not previously formed the habit of tra- 
cing apparent results to their founda- 
tions ; but who, from that period, pur- 
sued science with a new interest, kept 
his eye more steadily upon ultimate 
principles, and learned to value such re- 
searches quite as much for their intel- 
lectual discipline as for their practical 
benefit.” 

The mingled admiration and affection 
entertained by Dr. Gregory for his truly 
illustrious friend, constituted one of the 
most beautiful features in his character. 
His conversation was never more ani- 
mated or more interesting than when 
the character of that distinguished man 
was the topic. After the death of Mr. 
Hall, Dr. Gregory edited his works for 
the benefit of his family. This service 
he performed with great assiduity and 
success. And while delicacy forbids 
the writer to say more, his lasting affec- 
tion for the memory of Dr. Gregory will 
not permit him to conceal, that this task, 
undertaken amidst accumulated and op- 
pressive engagements, was performed 
with a disinterestedness which was 
worthy of the fine sensibility and ample 
benevolence of his nature. A memoir 
of Mr. Hall was prefixed to the sixth 
volume of his works, from the pen of 
Dr. Gregory, which is certainly one of 
the happiest of his published produc- 
tions. It evinces the most thorough 
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knowledge of Mr. Hall’s character, and 
is so full of tenderness, mingled with ad- 
miration, that none who had the intel- 
lect to appreciate the subject, or the 
heart to sympathize with the biogra- 
pher, can peruse it without deep emo- 
tion. 

But the seantiness of the space which 

can be afforded to these memoirs com- 
pels the writer to hurry from a part of 
his narrative which he could enrich with 
anecdote, and on which he would dwell 
with delight, to a brief sketch of Dr. 
Gregory’s literary and scientific career. 
In the year 1801, he wrote his admir- 
able treatise on astronomy, which he 
dedicated to his friend, Dr. Hutton ; and 
in the following year commenced his 
connexion with the Stationers’ Company, 
all whose almanacs, we believe, he sub- 
sequently edited. About the same time 
he undertook the editorship of an Ency- 
clopeedia of arts and sciences, known by 
the name of the Pantologia. This work 
was published in twelve thick and 
closely printed octavo volumes, and 
“more than half the articles it contains 
were written by Dr. Gregory himself. 
Its publication commenced in the year 
1808, and closed in 1813. In the midst 
of the preparation of this voluminous 
work, Dr. Gregory composed his cele- 
brated treatise on Mechanics, in three 
octavo volumes, the first edition of 
which appeared in 1806. This work 
has passed through numerous editions ; 
it is extensively used in England and 
America, and, through a German trans- 
lation, has been introduced to the con- 
tinental universities, 

It is necessary here to notice one 
most important incident in Dr. Gregory’s 
history. The enlargement of the Royal 
Military Academy at Woolwich occa- 
sioned the creation of a new mathema- 
tical mastership, to which, through the 
influence of Dr. Hutton, Mr. Gregory 
was appointed. From that period, his 
great abilities as a mathematician had a 
wider theatre for their development. 
And, in 1821, he was promoted to the 
professor's chair. This position he filled 
for many yeats with the most distin~ 
guished success, and had the happiness 
of ranking among his pupils and his 
friends, many whose subsequent distinc- 
tion has fully attested the value of his 
instructions. Shortly after his removal 
to Woolwich, he received from Mares- 
chal College, Aberdeen, the degree of 
M.A.; and subsequently was presented 
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from the same quarter with the diploma 
of Doctor of laws. 

In the midst, however, of the multifa- 
rious scientific engagements of Dr. Gre- 
gory, he was not unmindful of higher 
and more important subjects. And, in 
the year 1811, he published his justly 
celebrated Letters on the evidences, doc- 
trines, and duties of the Christian reli- 
gion. It is not too much to say, that 
this is one of the soundest and most va- 
luable works upon the subject that Eng- 
lish literature can boast. Its circulation 
in Great Britain, India, and America, 
has been very extensive ; and the letter 
on mysteries, and that on the divinity of 
the Saviour, have been translated into 
the French language, and widely circu- 
latedin France. The usefulness of this 
admirable book, in the reclamation of 
infidels, and the conversion of persons 
previously indifferent to the great truths 
of the Christian religion, doubtless af- 
forded to its author more real happiness 
than his high and well-earned fame 
could bestow. It was elaborately re- 
viewed at its first appearance in many 
of the periodical works of the day, but 
in none with more fidelity, and power, 
and beauty, than in the Kelectic Review, 
by his friend Mr. Hall. In 1816, Dr. 
Gregory gave to the world his work on 
plane and spherical trigonometry ; and 
in the following year accompanied M. 
Biot and Captain Colby to the Shetland 
Islands, in order to make some astrono- 
mical observations, and experiments with 
pendulums, for the purpose of determin- 
ing the figure of the earth. In the fur- 
ther prosecution of these efforts of scien- 
tific enterprise, Dr. Gregory united 
himself with eleven other gentlemen, in 
the foundation of the Royal Astronomi- 
cal Society of London, to which he filled 
the office of secretary, until severe illness 
compelled him to relinquish its duties. 

In the summer of 1834, this excellent 
man was visited with an affliction, from 
the effects of which he probably never 
entirely recovered, in the loss of his 
eldest sou, Mr. Boswell Gregory, who 
was accidentally drowned in the Thames. 
Mr. Boswell Gregory was a young man 
of considerable abilities, accomplished 
education, of a most amiable disposition, 
and possessed of a degree of soundness 
of judgment and solidity of character 
far beyond his years. Hence Dr. Gregory 
appeared to regard him with the consi- 
deration due to a valued friend, no less 
than with the affection of a father, In- 
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deed, the natural humility which consti- 
tuted so beautiful a feature in the cha- 
racter of Dr. Gregory, seems to have 
been still further deepened amidst the 
sacred sorrows of a parent, and it was 
most affecting to hear the venerable 
mourner alluding to his deceased son as 
his “counsellor.” It was the privilege 
of the writer of this brief sketch to visit 
his beloved and revered friend for a day 
or two, very shortly after the occurrence 
of this desolating calamity ; and he can 
never forget, nor ever call to mind 
without emotion, the deep but dignified 
sorrow of this inestimable man, nor the 
beautiful gleams of consolation which 
shone through the tears of paternal dis- 
tress, from those bright hopes and truths 
which he hag so invaluably developed to 
others. 

Intense and long-continued intellec- 
tual labour at length so far impaired the 
health of Dr. Gregory, that in June, 
1838, he was compelled to resign the 
professor's chair at Woolwich. Upon 
this painful occasion, he delivered a 
farewell lecture at the College, which 
was immediately published, and which 
is doubtless regarded by those who en- 
joyed the privilege of his instructions as 
an invaluable legacy, while the occasion 
can surely never be forgotten by those 
admiring friends of Dr. Gregory (chiefly 
military officers residing at Woolwich) 
who obtained access to the lecture-room. 
Of the lecture itself nothing more need 
be said, than that it is a most beautiful 
transcript alike of the intellect and the 
heart of its author. On oceasion of the 
doctor’s resignation, the gentlemen ca- 
dets did themselves the honour to make 
him a most tasteful and valuable present 
of plate. Since his resignation of office, 
Dr. Gregory has published a very valu- 
able little work entitled Hints to 
Teachers, 

Engagements so laborious, important, 
and diversified, as those in which Dr. 
Gregory has been engaged for more than 
thirty years, have acquired for him an 
extended celebrity and influence, not 
only in his own, but also in foreign 
countries. They have also induced 
many learned bodies to enrol him among 
their honorary members. Among these 
are, the Academy of Dijon, the Literary 
and Philosophical Society of New York, 
the Historical Society of New York, the 
Literary and Philosophical Societies at 
Cambridge and Bristol, the Institution 
of Civil Engineers, the Parisian Statisti- 
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cal Society, and others. About eight 
years ago he also had the honour of 
being appointed, by his late Majesty, one 
of a board of fourteen men of science 
who were constituted visitors of the 
Royal Observatory at Greenwich. In 
addition to the works already noticed, 
Dr. Gregory has edited new editions of 
Joyce’s Scientific Dialogues ; of Lobb’s 
Contemplative Philosopher ; some of 
Dr. George Gregory’s works ; and, sub- 
sequently, superintended the English 
edition of Bishop M‘Ilvaine’s Evidences 
of Christianity. He has also published, 
Mathematics for Practical Men; and 
memoirs of his friend, the late Dr. John 
Mason Good. 

Within the last twelve months Dr. 
Gregory suffered two or three paralytic 
seizures ; the last so severe as to leave 
no hope of his recovery. During this 
fatal illness the intellectual faculties of 
the sufferer were much obscured through 
the effects of his disease, but to the last 
his expressive countenance was lighted 
up with the mild and sunset radiance 
of serenity and peace. On the 2nd of 
February last he exchanged the scene 
of his invaluable labours for that of his 
eternal reward. 

In his religious opinions Dr. Gregory 
was a Dissenter and a Baptist,* and was 
for many years in communion with the 
Baptist church in Maze Pond, South- 
wark. Though the tenets referred to 
were immovably fixed in his creed, and 
adopted after most extensive research 
and patient thought, yet no man ever 
held them with more pure and genial 
catholicity of feeling, To every man 
who held and practised the great prin- 
ciples of the gospel, to whatever denom- 
ination he might belong, Dr. Gregory 
was ever ready to offer the right hand of 
fellowship. 

To observers who were but partially 
acquainted with Dr. Gregory, this singu- 
lar liberality of sentiment, under the in- 
fluence of which he very often attended 
the worship of the established church, 
may perhaps seem to have savoured of 
laxity. Those, however, who knew him 
more intimately, must be aware that no 
man was ever more thoroughly imbued 
than he with the love of his ‘principles 
generally, and especially of those which 


had reference to civil and religious 
liberty. 


* Dr. Gregory was baptized by Mr. Hall, at 
Cambridge, in 1797 or 1798.—Ep. 
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It is difficult to delineate the character 
of Dr. Gregory without appearing to be 
guilty of somewhat extravagant eulogy. 

n the ranks of science he occupied a 
foremost place; but, with his distin- 
guished scientific attainments, he united 
a depth of theological knowledge which 
will connect his name, in the memory of 
posterity, with those illustrious men who 
have dedicated to the Christian religion 
the best fruits of that genius which has 
adorned their country and enlightened 
the world. Dr. Gregory has made, in- 
deed, the most important contributions 
to the scientific literature of the present 
age; but from these we tur with a 
. pleasure which mitigates our pensive 
regrets at his irreparable loss, to those 
efforts by which he has sought to estab- 
lish and commend the grounds of the 
Christian faith, by which he has rebuked 
‘the prevalent infidelity of the scientific 
world, and shown alike in his writings 
and his character, that the severest stu- 
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dies of philosophy are beautifully con- 
sistent with all the graces of the Chris- 
tian religion. 

As a politician, Dr. Gregory was libe- 
ral, without asperity; as a theologian, 
he was sound, without rancour; as a 
controversialist, he exhibited a union 
worthy of all imitation, of firmness in 
the defence of truth, with that enlight- 
ened candour which knew how to spare, 
if not to love, ingenuous error. As a 
man, and as a friend, he exhibited a 
rare combination of wisdom, frankness, 
and affection, By the writer of this 
brief sketch, and by many others who 
enjoyed his intimacy, his death is 
mourned with almost filial sorrow. To 
such it may indeed afford some sort of 
consolation to reflect, that but few losses 
can ever be suffered by them which 
they will find it so difficult, so impos- 
sible, to repair. 


CoR. E. 
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BY THE REY. WILLIAM BARNES. 


On this subject priests and presbyters 
have written much and cried aloud; In- 
dependents, too, have awaked, and are 
putting on their strength ; let not Bap- 
tists be last in the movement, but let 
them suit their actions to their prin- 
ciples, and their zeal to the wide and 
_effectual door which the Lord has opened 
to them. In reviewing our progress 
during the last forty years, we may raise 
_a joyful “ Ebenezer,” and boldly gird up 
- our loins for future efforts. The follow- 
ing table, constructed from the last Re- 
port of the Baptist Union, will show 
what extension of our churches has been 
accomplished in England since the com- 
mencement of the nineteenth century. 
The first column contains the number of 
churches in each county ‘when the Re- 
port was framed ; the second the number 
of these churches which have been con- 
stituted since a.p. 1800; the third the 
number constituted since a.p. 1830, The 
last column will be of most use in de- 
termining how far the existing members 
of our denomination have “done what 


they could” in the work of church ex- 
tension. 


Number of, 
Churches 


Number formed 
since 


ADie| 4 Avs) “AyD: 
1840 | 1800 | 1830 

24 8 

8 6 

20 5 

15 4. 

8 3 

13 5 

4 3 

10 3 

36 17 

10 8 

8 4 

19 9 

Gloucester . 47 24 11 
Hants’. .c0. So yl 20 8 
Pleretords.c.ccccscceeesene 14 12 1 
AT CYEOh Ane es catestesctese 20 7 2 
PTS Ge ete ekesswe cease 18 15 4 
WGCWG Pa avih tveecceeeeds 58 82 15 
Mjanicasteris, j.cvescey cose 49 25 10 
MictCester. s,s .csewe casaise 44 19 5 
SCO MI Sas sacleve oa vasuatnts 34 15 7 
Londonand Southwark 55 28 13 
Middlesex 35 27 10 
Monmouth.,,.,.......... 51 39 15 


274 
Nomber of {| Number formed 
Churches. since 
Asp, |CALD. 4 ASDs 
1840 | 1800 | 1830 
Norfolk titcceacacsesscacse 43 22 6 
Northampton............ 49 24 6 
Northumberland........ 7 5 1 
Nottingham .......... Eo 2A 10 2 
Oxford) 24 ocasens seee PLO 6 1 
Rutland 22s ste Seseckes 2 0 0 
Salop ..... agh soeveguatests 21 17 4 
Somerset, ssccsivessevacier 54 28 8 
StabOrdincesscesessuaaceee 24 14 5 
Suffolk 7.25. cte0ss : 54 42 12 
Surrey.. 18 7 1 
Sussex,. 17 8 4 
W arwitks. sccevscetesacare 28 13 3 
Westmoreland....... swat sare: 1 1 
FW alts jccdevavossesedts svses 55 29 6 
Worcester s.iscecessccsas 24 10 4 
MOLE, “ieces ce sps Aedes 76 40 1l 
Totals 1276 | 719 ‘ 251 


From this table it is apparent, that 
more than half the Baptist churches in 
England have originated since a.p. 1800, 
and more than one-sixth of them since 
a.p. 1830. If the dates of formation had 
been complete in the report, it is pro- 
bable these proportions would appear to 
be larger. Surely these are results 
auspiciously indicating the onward 
movement of our section of the Christian 
army. 

But it must be recollected that the re- 
port embraces Baptist churches of every 
description, from the lowest Arminian to 
the highest ultra-Calvinistic ; while some 
of them follow the Scotch order, and 
others are leavened with the dogmas of 
the Plymouth Brethren. Hence, in 
some districts, the healthful increase of 
our community has been impeded, rather 
than accelerated, by the multiplication 
of churches. “ It is like the swelling of 
a body with diseased flesh.” The thing 
desired is, for the nation to be studded 
with Baptist churches, that will cor- 
dially rally round our missionary and 
collegiate institutions, and spread the 
sentiments promulged in this magazine. 

From the defectiveness of the column 
in the report headed “ date of forma- 
tion,” the comparative increase of 
churches in the several counties as here 
given is not exact; the returns from 
some counties being nearly perfect, 
while from others they are far from being 
so; still it is very easy to discover in 
what parts of the land the most satisfac- 
tory advance has been made. If the 
reader will cast his eye over the table he 
will see that the Baptists retain their 
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ancient liking for rural scenes. Do they 
remember Jordan and the wilderness 
rather than Jerusalem? Or seek they 
thus to perpetuate grateful reminiscences 
of the times when woods, and moun- 
tains, and retired hamlets, afforded a 
welcome retreat to their persecuted fore- 
fathers? It is in the small towns and 
villages of the agricultural counties that 
our churches still multiply. The teem- 
ing population of cities, and large manu-— 
facturing towns, does not seem to excite 
adequately nor proportionately our con- 
cern. 

The least satisfactory returns are from 
the north ; from London and places con- — 
tiguous ; from counties bordering on 
Wales ; and from one or two of the mid- 
land counties. 

The progress made in the north is, I 
admit, considerable, when the former 
weakness of our body there is taken 
into account. The northern churches 
themselves have perhaps done well for 
the region round about them; but that 
part of the kingdom—teeming with po- 
pulation, the emporium of commerce 
and wealth—has not sufficiently attract- 
ed the enterprise of the whole denomi- 
nation, In Yorkshire 40 new churches 
have been formed in forty years, and 
some of them are in a flourishing condi- 
tion. But what has been the increase 
of population within the same period in 
this important county? How have we 
met the claims of its great towns? In 
York itself, with a population of 34,000 
souls, there is no Baptist church. When 
I stood on the summit of its magnificent 
minster, and remembered this fact, ‘ my 
heart within me was grieved.” Nor 
have we any church in Huddersfield, 
Doncaster, Whitby, Selby, Ripon, &c., 
&e. Will not some wealthy northern 
Baptist take up one or other of these 
places, and advertise his determination 
to erect a chapel, and raise a cause, in- 
sisting that “it ought to be, it can be, 
it must be, and it shall be.” The Lord 
prosper the man who shall do this! 

Turn to Durham, and her towns. In 
this city no church, nor anything doing 
worthy of the denomination in several 
other large places. Westmoreland re- 
turns three churches, but there is in fact 
only one, those at Kendal being of ques- 
tionable existence. In this county, 
again, the chief town is without a Bap- 
list church ; indeed, the whole territory 
is left to the church at Brough, where, 
happily, we have a brother who has no 
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wish to sleep at his post. Go forward 
to Cumberland, and in the city of Car- 
lisle you find a Scotch Baptist church, 
and a home mission station ; but without 
a chapel. We have no cause at Penrith, 
Workington, Keswick, nor Wigton. I 
question whether either of the churches 
in Cumberland has a good chapel of its 
own to worship in. In Northumberland 
we have another county town without a 
Baptist church; nor is there one in 
Morpeth, or Hexham, which I believe 
was the first resting-place of the church 
at Hamsterley, the mother church of 
these regions. Will the northern church- 
es not have respect to the place of their 
fathers’ sepulchres? At Newcastle 
there are Baptists, as all the world 
knows. But even there our beloved 
brethren have not a chapel worthy of 
themselves, nor of the town, which has 
recently transferred her tradesmen from 
dingy shops of brick to beautiful man- 
sions of hewn stone. And, at North 
Shields, our devoted brother Carrick— 
_whose exertions and successes demand 
a good “house of prayer’—meets his 
flock in “a large upper room.” Direct- 
ing our view now to the opposite coast, 
what report does Lancashire present ? 
Look at her million-and-half of people, 
at herimmense mercantile exertions, and 
then look at her Baptist chapels and 
Baptist churches. In what part of the 
county do we occupy our right position? 
Ought Liverpool to give place to Bristol, 
and Manchester to Birmingham? Here 
let us pause in this rapid sketch, and 
ask, if divine providence does not point 
us to the north, saying, “ Arise, and 
take possession! Be fruitful and multi- 
ply in the land?” 

Let us now hear what the Report 
says of London and its vicinity, where 
men “ flourish like grass of the earth.” 
This wide-spread city, including South- 

-wark, presents an addition of thirteen 
eburches in the last ten years. Have 
not some of these originated in unpro- 
pitious separations? And are not others 
of them giving forth such an utterance 
of the word of life as we can by no 
means regard with complacency? Then, 
how little has really been done, of late 
years, in London—the mighty, modern 
Babylon, whose yoice, ascending like 
the sound of many waters, is heard at 
the ends of the earth. Oh, how we 
should long and strive to make her 
speak distinctly the language of Calvary! 
But it may be queried by some, whether 
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the metropolitan churches have not in- 
creased in size and efficiency, although 
they have sent out but few colonies. 
What would be the reply of Gill, and 
Booth, and Stennett, if they could re- 
turn to the scenes of their labour? In 
fact, not one of the churches which sym- 
bolize with the standard already men- 
tioned is large. Are our most effective 
preachers never to have their “ Wick- 
liffe,” and “Weigh-house,” and “Craven” 
chapels? I will detain the reader here 
only to direct his attention for a moment 
to Surrey. In this populous county, 
under the wing of the metropolis, only 
one small church has been raised since 
4.D. 1830. Baptists in London, one 
would think, must be pitiably poor, or 
something worse. : 

Turning, again, from “ the great and 
wicked city,” and passing through the 
heart of the country, the reader will per- 
ceive that Oxfordshire (where preachers 
are surely needed who understand the 
doctrine of baptism), like Surrey, has 
added in ten years to the number of her 
churches a solitary unit. And, proceed- 
ing to Rutland, he will find that no 
aggressive movement has taken place 
there since a.p. 1770, a period of seventy 
years ! 

On the borders of Wales there is much 
room for animadyersion in the counties 
of Hereford, Salop, and Chester. In the 
last-named, the deluded Mormonites 
have induced a multitude of people to 
go and seek “ Mount Zion” in the valley 
of the Mississippi. This fact alone 
shows the deplorable destitution of some 
parts of Cheshire, but many facts in con- 
firmation might be adduced. A gentle- 
man of strict veracity, a pious layman of 
the established church, who resides in 
the county, told me some weeks since, 
that he had been called on not long be- 
fore to visit a sick person, the wife of a 
man in reputable circumstances, whom 
he found expecting the coming of a 
clergyman who had been sent for to ad- 
minister the sacrament. My friend 
asked her if she knew the design of the 
Lord’s supper, when it appeared that she 
had an unintelligent impression that it 
was tight to take it, and might be of 
service to her. He then gave her a 
simple account of the institution, and of 
the Saviour’s sufferings; on hearing 
which she raised herself on the bed, and 
exclaimed, “O, Sir! what a kind gen- 
tleman Jesus Christ was! I am sure 
we ought to be very much obliged to 
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him.” This instance of religious ignor- 
ance is like some others which Mr. 
Foster cites as common in the days of 
our great-grandfathers, but there is rea~ 
son to believe, that in various parts of 
our country such instances are not un- 
common now. I will not extend these 
observations further, but conclude by 


expressing my fervent desire and prayer 
to God, that as the state of England— 
our native land—urgently calls for the 
prompt and best exertions of all who 
love the Redeemer, our own denomina- 
tion may take its full share of the work 
and of the reward. 
Thrapston, March 80, 1841. 


THE BAPTISM. 
BY MRS. L. H. SIGOURNEY. 


’T was near the close of that blest day, when, with melodious swell, 
To crowded mart and lonely vale had spoke the sabbath bell, 
While on a broad, unruffled stream, with fringéd verdure bright, 
The westering sunbeam richly shed a tinge of crimson light. 


When, lo! a solemn train appeared, by their loved pastor led, 

And sweetly rose the holy hymn, as toward that stream they sped ; 
And he its cleaving, crystal breast, with graceful movement trod, 
His stedfast eye upraised, to seek communion with its God. 


Then, bending o’er his staff, approached that willow-shaded shore, 
A man of many weary years, with furrowed temples hoar ; 

And faintly breathed his trembling lip—“ Behold, I fain would be 
Buried in baptism with my Lord, ere death shall summon me.” 


With brow benign, like Him whose hand did wavering Peter guide, 

The pastor bore his tottering frame through that translucent tide, 

And plunged him ’neath the shrouding wave, and spake the Triune name, 
And joy upon that withered face in wondering radiance came. 


And then advanced a lordly form, in manhood’s towering pride, 
Who from the gilded snares of earth had wisely turned aside, 
And, following in His steps who bowed to Jordan’s startled wave, 
In deep humility of soul, this faithful witness gave. 


Who next?—A fair and fragile form, in snowy robe doth move, 
That tender beauty in her eye that wakes the vow of love— 

Yea, come, thou gentle one, and arm thy soul with strength divine, 
This stern world hath a thousand darts to vex a breast like thine. 


Beneath its smile a traitor’s kiss is oft in darkness bound— 

Cling to that Comforter who holds a balm for every wound ; 

Propitiate that Protector’s care who never will forsake, 

And thou shalt strike the harp of praise, even when thy heart-strings break. 


Then, with a firm, unshrinking step, the watery path she trod, 

And gave, with woman’s deathless trust, her being to her God; 

And when, all drooping from the flood, she rose, like lily-stem, 
Methought that spotless brow might wear an angel’s diadem. 

Yet more! Yet more!—How meek they bow to their Redeemer’s rite, 
Then pass with music on their way, like joyous sons of light ; 

Yet lingering on those shores I staid, till every sound was hushed, 

For hallowed musings o’er my soul like spring-swollen rivers rushed. 


*Tis better, said the voice within, to bear a Christian’s cross, 

Than sell this fleeting life for gold, which death shall prove but dross— 
Far better, when yon shrivelled skies are like a banner furled, 

To share in Christ’s reproach than gain the glory of the world. 


REVIEWS. 


The Nestorians ; or The Lost Tribes : contain. 
ing Evidence’ of their Identity ; an Account 
of their Manners, Customs, and Ceremo- 
nies ; together with Sketches of Travel in 
ancient Assyria, Armenia, Media, and Me- 
sopotamia ; and Illustrations of Scripture 
Prophecy. By AsaweL GRANT, M.D. 
London: Murray. 8vo. pp. 338. 


Equipistant from the Mediterranean, 
the Euxine, and the Caspian seas, in the 
midst of almost inaccessible mountains, 
there is a region whose inhabitants have 
remained for ages shut out from the rest 
of mankind. Surrounded by Persians, 
Turks, Koords, Arabs, Armenians, Jews, 
and Yezidees, they have very little inter- 
course with either; and admit none into 
their country, except on particular busi- 
ness, and then only those who are 
well known and deemed trustworthy. 
Through many successive centuries their 
independence has been preserved. An 
ancient Arabic document in their cus- 
tody is said by them to be a treat 
which Mahomet concluded with their 
ancestors. Attacks have been made 
upon them by their warlike neighbours 
in subsequent times ; but their secluded 
retreat is so walled round by adamant- 
ine barriers, and so easily Sods, that 
their enemies have never been able to 
‘ penetrate their recesses. Their moun- 
tain ramparts have been repeatedly in- 
vaded, and the sword has been wielded 
against them with such fury that the 
place of greatest carnage retains the 
name of “the lake of blood,” but there 
is no tradition that their country has 
ever been entered by a foreign foe. 
** To the borders of their country,” said 
the neighbouring pasha of Mosul, “TI 
will be responsible for your safety ; you 
may put gold upon your head and you 
will have nothing to fear; but I warn 
- you that I can protect you no farther. 
Those mountain infidels acknowledge 
neither pashas nor kings, but from time 
immemorial every man has been his own 
king.” i 
* By the eastern professors of Christi- 
anity these people are called Nestorians; 
but they object to the appellation, as 
implying that they participate in the re- 
puted heresy of Nestorius, who in the 


year 431 was excommmunicated from| 
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the general church. They deny that 
their ancestors received from Nestorius 
either their doctrines or their rites; but 
say that they revered him for raising his 
voice against the worship of images and 
against the use of the phrase “the mo- 
ther of God,” and espoused his cause as 
that ofan injured man whom they regard- 
ed asa faithful servant of the Lord Jesus 
Christ persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
and that therefore the enemies of Nesto- 
rius endeavoured to fasten reproach 
upon them by calling them after his 
name. Their professed attachment. to 
Christianity is accompanied with much 
ignorance, superstition, and spiritual 
torpor, but it is stedfastly maintained. 
On Lord’s days secular business is sus- 
pended, and a general seriousness per- 
vades their intercourse. In their wor- 
ship the gospels are read in the ancient 
Syriac language, and translated into the 
vulgar Syriac by the minister, sometimes 
with the addition of explanations, or 
legendary tales. They profess to bap- 
tize their children on the eighth day, and 
in doing so usually, though it is said not 
uniformly, immerse them. They ob- 
serve the Lord’s supper with solemnity, 
and without the idolatrous adoration so 
prevalent in the eastern as well as in the 
western churches. 

At the request of the American Board 
of Foreign Missions, the author of the 
volume before us undertook to act as 
pioneer in preparing the way for exer- 
tions to promote the welfare of this inte- 
resting people. It was rightly judged 
that a physician might gain access where 
other strangers would be repelled; and 
that the exercise of the healing art would 
procure protection in scenes which 
would be dangerous to common travel- 
lers, and give a favourable view of the 
character and purposes of the visitor. 
The event corresponded with the expec- 
tation. In the adjacent districts through 
which he had to pass, Dr. Grant was 
treated with respect; and, among the 
independent Nestorians, as they are 
called, he received much hospitality and 
kindness. The incidents of travel which 
occupy the first hundred pages of this 
volume will meet with acceptance among 
readers of all classes, 
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But the principal object of the author 
is to make known and justify a convic- 
tion which he unexpectedly received, 
that these secluded oriental Christians 
are lineal descendants of the tribes 
which Shalmaneser transported into As- 
syria seven hundred years before the 
birth of Christ. ‘ Where they are, and 
what is their condition,” he justly ob- 
serves, “are questions which have long 
perplexed the learned and curious. So 
many untenable theories have been pro- 
posed, and so many pretended discove- 
ries made; in a word, the ten tribes 
have been so often found and lost again, 
that any new treatise on the subject will 
almost necessarily be received with dis- 
trust ; so much has the whole subject 
come to savour of the visionary.” He 
is however fully persuaded that the long 
lost tribes have preserved their distinct- 
ness from other communities, though 
combined with a profession of Chris- 
tianity, among the mountains of Koor- 
distan. 

In proof of this he remarks, first, that 
the tradition of their Hebrew origin is 
general, and universally believed by the 
Nestorians throughout Assyria and Me- 
dia. They speak of it of their own ac- 
cord, both in conversation with each 
other and with strangers. They say 
that their forefathers, at some early day, 
they know not when, came to the region 
now occupied by them from Palestine. 
The Jews who are among them and 
around them also acknowledge the fact, 
though the antipathy between them is 
mutual and strong. Two learned Jews 
of Ooroomiah admitted to Dr. Grant, 
that they knew that the Nestorians were 
children of Israel; but as the Nestori- 
ans had departed from the faith of their 
fathers, their people were ashamed to 
own them as brethren. Another rabbi 
told him that the Nestorians apostatized 
from the Jewish faith in the days of 
Christ or his apostles. 

Our author proceeds to show that the 
ten tribes were placed on the very ground 
now inhabited by the Nestorian Chris- 
tians ; that we have no evidence of their 
having been removed ; that they did not 
return with the captivity from Babylon ; 
that king Agrippa is represented by Jo- 
sephus as in one of his speeches referring 
to it as a well-known fact, that the ten 
tribes were then beyond the Euphrates 
in Adiabene; that Jerome, in the fifth 
century, affirmed that their captivity had 
never been loosed, but that then the ten 
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tribes still inhabited “the cities and 
mountains of the Medes ;” and that their 
having remained so long undiscovered 
is easily accounted for by the coun try’s 
being a terra incognita, an unknown 
land. 

The Jews of that part of the world 
and the Nestorians, it is further agreed, 
both speak the same language. It is a 
dialect of the Syriac, or Aramean, 
which appears to have been spoken by 
the ten tribes before their captivity, as 
it certainly was in Judea afterwards; 
and Dr. Grant observes, that only among 
the Nestorians and nominal Jews of 
Media and Assyria is the Syriac, at this 
day, a living language ; unless an excep- 
tion be found among the Syrian Chris- 
tians dwelling west of the Tigris, who 
may, perhaps, also have a Hebrew ori- 
gin, Additional arguments in favour of 
the hypothesis are derived from the ap- 
pellations by which these extraordinary 
people are designated, such as Beni 
Israel, and Nazareans ; their observ- 
ance of many parts of the Mosaic ritual ; 
their participation in the physiognomy 
of the Jewish race; the prevalence 
among them of the names of the He- 
brew patriarchs, kings, and_ prophets ; 
and their social and domestic customs. 
The evidence that the ten tribes re- 
ceived the gospel in the apostolic age 
of the ¢hurch is then brought under re- 
view. Intimations of this in the New 
Testament are adduced ; the references 
of historians to the publication of the 
gospel in these regions are quoted ; and” 
passages are cited from the writings of 
Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, 
believed by the author to predict the 
facts which his volume is intended to 
establish. 

Dr. Grant has certainly made out a 
strong prima facie case, and one that de- 
serves the consideration both of the stu- 
dious and the enterprising classes of the 
Christian public. It is easy to perceive 
that if his hypothesis be correct its bear- 
ings on the interpretation of prophecy 
must be numerous and important. Into 
these he has entered at considerable 
length, applying his theory to the eluci- 
dation of many passages of the Old and 
New Testaments, with as much sobriety 
as could be reasonably expected from 
one in his peculiar circumstances. Ju- 
dicious men will however distinguish 
between his main position, and his ap- 
plications of it to specific passages of 
sacred writ: the former may be just, 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


even though the latter should be un- 
tenable. From the account now sub- 
mitted to them, our readers will perceive 
that it is an unusually curious and inte- 
resting work which we have introduced 
to their notice; one of the few books 
which contain matter really new and yet 
deserving of general attention. 


The Temple of the Living God, as erected by 
the Apostles. London: Hamilton. 12mo, 
pp. 184. 


Tue object of the author is “to awaken 
attention to the analogy repeatedly 
mentioned in the apostolic writings, be- 
tween the Christian church and the 
former temples in which God is repre- 
sented as having successively dwelt.” 
In pursuit of this object he unfortunately 
starts with the needless assertion that 
“in the apostolic writings we are taught 
to regard the temple of God as consist- 
ing not of single Christians, as such, 
but of believers in their associated capa- 
city. Individually taken, each Chris- 
tian man is not termed in scripture a 
temple, but a living stone, &c.” Now 
of the passages (far from numerous) in 
which the present dispensation is illus- 
trated by the figure of a temple, one at 
least (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20) certainly does 
refer to the individual members of the 
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church of Christ ; each Christian’s body 
is required to be kept unpolluted, be- 
cause itis a temple of the Holy Ghost. 

In the progress of the work many old 
and prevailing errors are successfully 
exposed, though there is hardly suffi- 
cient distinetness in the author’s expla- 
nation of what he would substitute as of 
scriptural authority. We should also 
wish to see some points on which we 
believe him to be mainly correct, more 
fully guarded against misconception and 
misuse. The language, too, would ad- 
mit of improvement in some few parti- 
culars. One short paragraph we extract 
both as a favourable specimen, and espe- 
cially on account of the prevalence in 
all denominations of the fault which it 
reproves. 

“ Of the various, parts of divine service, the 
most valued and attractive at present, it needs 
hardly be mentioned, is preaching. This exer- 
cise now excites such absorbing interest that 
even prayer and praise are not unfrequently re- 
garded as subordinate in importance, The 
formality and often ill-concealed impatience 
with which these solemn exercises, and the pub- 
lic reading of scripture, are by many engaged in, 
are chiefly owing, it eannot be doubted, to the 
eager anticipation of the gratification and ex- 
citement which the sermon is expected to afford. 
Now, when in attending a place of worship, ‘to 
hear a sermon’ is the chief object contemplated, 
it cannot be expected that to the worship itself 
there will be any thing like due importance 
attached,” 
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Oxford Divinity compared with that of the Ro- 
mish and Anglican Churches ; with a special 
view of the doctrine of Justification by Faith, 
as it was made of primary importance by the 
Reformers; and as it lies at the foundation of 
all scriptural views of the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. By the Rt. Rev. CuarwEs P. 
M‘Invaiws, D.D., Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Ohio. 
London: 8yo. pp. 553. Price 12s. 


‘One of the most mischievous doctrines of the 
Oxford Tractarians is justification by baptism. 
Pedobaptists generally attribute to baptism ad- 
vantages greater than we believe it can confer, 
but few who call themselves Protestants would 
say with Dr. Pusey, “ We are saved by faith 
bringing us to baptism, and by baptism God 
saves us,” or, with Mr. Newman, that “ Faith, 
being the appointed representative of baptism, 
derives its authority and virtue from that which 


it represents.” Bishop M‘Ilvaine, who appears 
to be cordially attached to evangelical truth, 
undertakes to show that the doctrine of the 
Tractarians on this and kindred subjects is es- 
sentially the doctrine of the church of Rome, 
and that it is not the true doctrine of the 
church of England. He acknowledges that 
there can be no approach to a final settlement 
of Christian truth, short of a direct appeal to 
the inspired word; but he does not profess to 
institute in this volume, a comparison of Ox- 
ford divinity with the scriptures. The question 
on which he expends his labour and his learning 
is not in this case one in which we feel a very 
lively interest: he quotes writers of great 
authority in the church of England to show 
that they taught a different doctrine from that 
of the Tractarians, while the Tractarians adduce 
uotations from other, and in some instances 
rom the same writers, in their favour, We 
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believe the fact to be, that vague phraseology 
was often designedly employed, and that some- 
times the views of the writers not being very 
precise, or firmly settled, they wavered in their 
doctrine. We have the happiness however, oc- 
casionally, to agree with both parties; with Dr. 
Pusey when he attributes the usual teaching 
among Protestants of the sameness of the sacra- 
ments of circumcision and baptism to “an 
over-anxious seeking for some scriptural justi- 
fication of infant baptism, since they debarred 
themselves from appealing to the authority of 
the church ;” and with Bishop M‘Ilvaine when 
he declares that “it is to the class of adult 
baptism that all the cases specifically mentioned 
in the scriptures belong.” 


Messiah the Prince: or the Mediatorial Domi- 
nion of Jesus Christ, By W. SYMINGTON, 
D.D., Minister of the First Reformed Pres- 
byterian Congregation, Glasgow. Second 
Edition. Edinburgh; J. Johnstone. 1840. 
Foolscap 8vo. pp. 397. 


THERE is very much in this volume of sound, 
clear, scriptural instruction upon a subject dear 
to every believer, conveyed in a perspicuous, 
agreeable style, and enlivened by the occasional 
introduction of personal application. Dr. S, 
exhibits the necessity, reality, and spiritualit 
of the mediatorial dominion of our Lord, wit. 
his qualifications for, and appointment to, his 
exalted office, and then proceeds at greater 
length to dwell upon the universality of his 
official authority, embracing all beings in heaven, 
and earth, and hell, especially the church and 
the nations of the world. Under the last divi- 
sion he advances claims on behalf of the church 
of Christ, which however is neither the English 
nor the Scottish establishment, to national 
sanction and support. The alliance he advo- 
cates must be formed between a church free 
from error and superstition, and a state which 
cannot be objected to as “immoral and anti- 
christian.” Nor must the union involve an en- 
croachment of the one on the prerogatives of 
the other. “It must,” says the author, “be 
such as is perfectly consistent with the spiritual 
independence of the church,—such as leaves her 
in the free and unfettered enjoyment and exer- 
cise of all the privileges and immunities that 
belong to her, by the grant of her glorious and 
divine Head.” Of all this we need only say 
that, when the era of perfection in the church 
and the state shall arrive, we expect our rulers 
will have learned that their only and highest 
duty is to clear the way of every obstacle to the 
progress of the gospel, leaving its maintenance 
and propagation to its own vitality and vigour. 
The last chapter discusses the perpetuity of the 
mediatorial reign. We have been accustomed 
to think that the passage in 1 Cor. xv. 24—28, 
so commonly taken as fixing a limit to the do- 
minion of Messiah, not only admits but requires 
a different interpretation ; and have therefore 
read with pleasure the author’s satisfactory 
attempt to remove objections, and to demon- 
strate the everlasting duration of the “royalty 
of the divine Redeemer.” 


Doctringl Discourses. By Joun Bunyan, 
Author of “ The Pilgrim’s Progress,” “ Holy 
War,” Sc, London: 8vo, pp. 563. Price 12s. 
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As it is probable that many of our readers de 
not even know the subjects of Bunyan’s doc- 
trinal discourses, we will give them the titles of 
the pieces contained in this volume. hey are, 
Justification by an imputed righteousness— 
Christ a complete Saviour— Gospel truths 
opened—Light for them that sit in darkness— 
—Instruction for the ignorant—The doctrine 
of law and grace—Confession of faith and reason 
of practice—Saved by grace—Defence of the 
doctrine of justification—Reprobation asserted 
—The water of life—The greatness of the soul 
—The work of Jesus Christ as an advocate— 
Mr. Bunyan’s last sermon—Resurrection and 
judgment. This is, we believe, the largest 
number that has yet appeared of Ward’s Li- 
brary of Standard Divinity, and we hope that 
it will not be less acceptable to the public than 
its predecessors, 


The Centurions; or Scripture Portraits of Ro- 
man Officers. London: royal 18mo. pp. 250. 
Price 5s. 


Tus little volume appears to be the produc- 
tion of a very pious, polished, and candid mind, 
disposed to find as much good as possible in 
every character, and ready sometimes to ima- 
gine what it cannot find. We should think it 
might be particularly interesting and useful to 
military men; though we cannot agree with its 
author in his ardent admiration of the profes- 
sion, and in his high esteem of Roman tribunes 
and centurions. All that we had known of 
the barracks and the battle-field, and all that 
we had read of the legions of the republic and the 
empire had left a very different impression upon 
our minds. 


The Poetical Works of Jams MonTGoMERy. 
Collected by Himself. In Four Volumes, 
Vol. I. Wanderer of Switzerland. The 
West Indies. Miscellaneous Poems. Prison 
Amusements, London: Foolscap 8vo. pp. 
310. Price 5s, 


In this case, to transcribe the title-page is to 
recommend the publication. If anything more 
be desired, we may add that the author is also 
the editor, and that he has prefixed to the work 
a piece of auto-biography, in the shape of a ge- 
neral preface, which his unnumbered admirers 
will read with much satisfaction. 


Poems, Religious and Elegiac. By Mrs. L. Hi. 
SicourNEy. London: pp. 352. Price 6s, 


An acceptable present to the British public 
from an American sister. Simplicity, tender- 
ness, and Christian sentiment, pervade the vo- 
lume. In another part of this number our 
readers will find one specimen, to which we 
would have added others, if our pages this month 
had not been so precious. 


The Union Harmonist, a Selection of Sacred 
Music, consisting of Original and Standard 
Pieces, Anthems, §c., suitable Sor use in Sun- 
day Schools, Congregations, and Musical 
Societies. Arranged by Tuomas CuarK, of 
Cunterbury. London: Price 12s, Half- 
bound. 


Tis companion to the Union Tune Book, pub- 
lished also by the Committee of the Sunday 
School Union, includes many pieces which have 
long been favourites, as well as others which 
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deserve but have not yet attained that honour, 
The sources whence they have been derived are 
very diversified: the names of Banister, Cob- 
bin, Kent, Battishill, and Hayes, are among the 
most prominent. We trust that this work will 
conduce to the cultivation of yocal harmony 
among our young friends, and thus aid in the 
suppression of that miserable scraping on 
stringed instruments with which in some coun- 
tr p ces a few persons are permitted to torture 
whole assemblies. 


Memoir of George B. Parsons, late Baptist 
Missionary at Monghyr, Hindosthan. Lon- 
don: 32mo. pp. 31. Price 3d. 


We are informed that this is the production of 
a gounger brother of the promising young man 
whose brief career it records,—his successor, 
also, in that distant sphere of labour which he 
was permitted to occupy for so short a term. It 
will excite salutary reflections, we doubt not, in 
the minds of many readers; but, from specimens 
of his correspondence which we have seen, we 
are inclined to think that a more extended me- 
morial of this young missionary would be ac- 
ceptable to many, and tend to impart correct 
views of the arduous work to which he was de- 
signated. 


The Handmaid; or the Pursuits of Literature 

_and Philosophy, considered as subservient to 
the interests of Morality and Religion. Five 
Dissertations. By the Rev. J. Davies, B.D. 
Rector of Gateshead, &c. &c. London: 
Parker. 16mo. pp. 157. 


Tue subjects of these dissertations, which were 
delivered before a literary and philosophical in- 
stitution, and which deserved to be printed, are 
Lord Bacon’s Principle of Induction as the ba- 
sis of the modern philosophy—the spirit of phi- 
losophy—the cultivation of the mind an object 
of primary importance—national character as 
influenced by intellectual pursuits, and the mo- 
ral obligations connected with talent and 
science. 


Outlines of a Private Calendar, designed to aid 
the cultivation of Practical Piety and Closet 
Devotion: with an Introduction explanatory 
of its use. London: Ward and Co. 8vo. 

oan, gilt, 

An intelligent young person, by the adoption 

of the plan which this publication is designed to 

_ facilitate, will in the course of years compile a 

~ history of his own “ Life and Times,” which 

will become increasingly interesting and valu- 
able as he approximates to the end of his 
journey. 


The Great Teacher: Characteristics of our 
Lord’s Ministry. By the Rev. Joun Harris, 
D.D., Author of “ Mammon,” &¢., &¢., &c. 
Tenth Thousand. London: Ward and Co. 
12mo. pp. 444. 

Ir is gratifying to find that there isa continued 

demand for this skilfully executed description 

of His teaching who spake as never man spake. 

It deserves the attentive study of all subordi- 

nate teachers, 


The Seed. London : (Tract Society) pp. 32. 


Curtous facts respecting vegetation, inter- 
mingled with references to religious truth. 
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Sabbath Musings and Every-day Scenes. By 
the Author of “ Souvenirs of a Summer in 
Germany,” “ The Lost Farm, §c.” London : 
Seeleys. Royal 18mo. pp. 306. 

Tus is a casual collection of sentimental 
musings and anecdotes, or true narratives, some 
of which are interesting, particularly an ac- 
count of the conversion of a Roman Catholic 
widow. We could wish that all attempts to 
enlighten the ignorant peasantry of Ireland 
were made with as much wisdom, 


Principles and Practice, or Stories for Young 
People, Edinburgh: Oliphant and Son. 
18mo, pp. 244. 

Fiorrriovs tales, written in an easy but neg- 

Se style, having for their scene the western 

isles of Scotland. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approbed.* 


Solitude Sweetened: or, Miscellaneous Meditations 
on various religious subjects. By the late James 
MEIKLE, Carnwath. With a memoir of the author. 
Ninth edition. Edinburgh: Johnstone. Foolscap 
8v0. pp. 362. 


The Christian Armour: ten Sermons, by the Rev. 
SAMUEL WALKER, B.A., of Truro, Cornwall. Now 
first published from the Author’s Remains. With a 
Preface, by the Rev. Epwin Sipnpy, A.M. Lon- 
don: ( Tract Society) 24mo. pp. 120. 


A few Counsels toa Member of a Christian Church. 
By the Rey. C.M. Birrett. Anew edition. Lon- 
don: royal 32mo. neat, gilt edges. Price 2d. 

Brief Recollections of Ebenezer Wardlaw, born at 
Glasgow, 14th March, 1826, died 23rd February, 1836, 
aged ten years, Glasgow: Maclehose & Nelson. 
12mo, pp. 93. 

Ann ; or the Conflict and Triumph of Faith. By 
Tuomas SPALDING, Superintendent of the sabbath 
school, Trafalgar Place, Kentish Town. With an 


Introduction by the Rev. Henry Townuzy. Lon- 
don: 24mo. pp. 106. 
Three Lectures to Christian Mothers. By James 


CAMERON, Minister of the Gospel, Portobello. Edin- 
burgh: Innes. 24mo. pp. 87. 


Familiar Lectures to Children on religious subjects. 
By R. Maxwevi Macpzrair, Author of “ A Mission- 
ary’s Travels,” ‘‘ Negro Children,” &¢, &c. London: 
24mo. pp.106. Price 1s. 

Slavery and the Internal Slave Trade in the United 
States of North America; being Replies to Questions 
transmitted by the Committee of The British and Fo- 
reign Anti-Slavery Society, for the Abolition of 
Slavery and the Slave Trade throughout the world, 
Presented to the General Anti-Slavery Convention, 
held in London, June, 1840. By the Executive Com- 
mittee of the American Anti-Slavery Society. Lon- 
don: 8vo. pp. 280. Price 4s. 

Slavery and the Slave Trade in British India; with 
Notices of the existence of these evils in the islands 
of Ceylon, Malacea, and Penang, drawn from Official 
Documents. London: 8vo. pp. 72. Price 1s. 


The Journal of Civilization. Published uuder the 
Superintendence of the Society for the advancement 
of Civilization. No. I. London: Imperial 8vo. 
Price 3d. Weekly. 


* Jt should be distinctly understood, that insertion 
in this list is not a mere announcement: it expresses 
general approbation of the works enumerated. 
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ANNUAL MEETINGS. 


REFERRING our readers to the official 
publications of the Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety, the Baptist Irish Society, and the 
Baptist Home Missionary Society, for in- 
formation respecting the recent anniversa- 
ries of those institutions, we have the plea- 
sure to lay before them a general view of 
the condition and proceedings of other so- 
cieties, as developed at the meetings which 
have taken place during the last few weeks. 


THE BAPTIST UNION. 


A large number of the ministers and 
other representatives of the churches com- 
posing the Baptist Union, assembled in 
Devonshire Square Chapel, on Monday, 
April 26, 1841, at 3 o’clock. The Rey. 
James Sprigg, A.M., of Ipswich, having 
been invited by the committee to preside at 
the meetings of this session, took the chair. 


After prayer by the Rev. James Pilking- 
ton, 

On the motion of the Rev. Dr. Murch, se. 
conded by the Rev. Dr. Cox, it was resolved 
unanimously :— 

“That approved ministers of Baptist 
churches, not being members of this Union, 
be affectionately invited to attend the meet. 
ings of the present session as visitors.” 

Mr. Belcher read the minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of the committee for the past year. 

A letter having been read from the trea- 
surer, tendering his resignation of office on 
account of the deficiency of the funds, 
amounting to about £150 ; it was moved by 
the Rev. Joseph Davis, seconded by Dr. 
Price, and resolved unanimously :— 

“ That the letter of the treasurer be re- 
ferred to the consideration of a committee, 
who shall be requested to report thereon at 
an adjourned meeting of the session; that 
the said committee consist of the Rev. 
Messrs. Brock, Godwin, Statham, and Up- 
ton; and Messrs. Aked, Burls, Lewin, and 
Pewtress, with the secretaries; and that 
Mr. Belcher be convener. 

Moved by the Rev. Joseph Tyso, second. 
ed by the Rev. W. H. Black, and resolved 
unanimously :— 

“That the following be the secretaries 
and committee for the ensuing year :— 


Secretaries. 
Rey. W. H. Murcu, D.D. Stepney College, 
Rev. Josppu Brencurr, Greenwich. 
Rey, Epwarp Sreane, Camberwell. 


Committee. 


Rey. Josepa Ancus, A.M., Secretary to the 
Baptist Missionary Society and to Step- 
ney College. 

C. E. Birt, A.M., Bristol. 

W. B. Bowes, Blandford-street. 

S. Brawn, Loughton. 

W. Brock, Norwich. 

J. Burns, Paddington. 

F. A. Cox, D.D., LL.D., Hackney. 

J. M. Cramp, St. Peter’s. 

J. Davis, Secretary to the Baptist Colo- 
nial Society. 

S. J. Davis, Salter’s Hall, Secretary to 
the Baptist Building Fund, and to the 
Baptist Home Missionary Society. 

J. Dyer, Fen-court, Secretary to the Bap. 
tist Missionary Society. 

B. Gopw1n, Oxford. 

W. Gray, Northampton. 

S. GreEn, Walworth, Secretary to the 
Baptist Irish Society. 

W. GRoseEr. 

J. H. Hinton, A.M., Devonshire-square. 

J. Hoxy, D.D., Birmingham. 

J. G. Pixs, Derby, Secretary to the Ge-~ 
neral Baptist Missionary Society. 

C. H. Roz, Camberwell, Secretary to the 
Baptist Home Missionary Society. 

J. M. Sous, Battersea. 

J. Sraruam, Reading. 

J. Sprice, A.M., Ipswich. 

C,. Srovet, Little Prescott-street, Secre- 
tary to the Baptist Building Fund. 

W. Upron, St. Alban’s. 

Messrs, W. T. Beesy. 

C. Burts. 

H. CurisTOPHERSON, 

T. M. GREEn. 

J. Happon. 

J.M. Harr. 

W. Paxon, Secretary to the Baptist 
Fund. 

J. PENNY. 

T, PEwTREss. - 

Dr. T. Price. 

JOSEPH SANDERS. 

W. H. Watson. 


Corresponding Committee, 
The Secretaries of Associations in England, 
‘Wales, and Ireland. 


AmeErIcA.—Rey. Baron Stow, A.M., Boston. 


The Rev. E. Steane moved, the Rev. W. 
Upton seconded, and it was resolyed unani- 
mously :— 

“ That a committee consisting of the Rev. 
Messrs. Godwin, E. S. Pryce, Hinton, 
Black, Tyso, Daniel, Cramp, and the secre- 
taries, be appointed to report to an adjourned 
meeting of the Union, on the measures 
best adapted to advance the design of es- 
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tablishing a denominational library, and 
that Mr. Hinton be convener. 
Adjourned, 


Tuesday Afternoon, April 27, Devon- 
shire Square Chapel. 

The Rev. H. Dowson prayed. 

The minute relative to the proceedings of 
this Union, as to the extinction of the Bible 
printing monopoly, having been read from 
its published proceedings of 1838, the con- 
sideration of the subject was resumed; and 
on the motion of Mr. J. M. Hare, seconded 
by the Rev. Dr. Cox, it was resolved unan- 
imously :— 

“That this Union, regarding the inter- 
ference of the civil authority with the 
printing of the holy scriptures, as a violation 
of the first principles of religious liberty, 
earnestly deprecates the continuance of the 
patent right conferred upon the Queen’s 
printer, and upon the universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge, to the exclusion of all 
other printers; and that this Union, also 
regarding any considerable reduction in the 
price of Bibles as of vast importance to the 
spiritual welfare of the people of England, 
presents its cordial thanks to the Rev. Drs. 
John Campbell and Adam Thomson, for 
the distinguished ability and perseverance 
with which they have exposed the evils of 
this profane monopoly, thereby constrain- 
ing the patentee to reduce the price of his 
Bibles to the extent of one half of his 
former charges.” 

The Rey. B. Godwin, chairman of the 
committee appointed to consider the letter 
from the late treasurer, brought up and read 
the report of the said committee, which on 
the motion of the Rev. J. M. Cramp, se- 
conded by the Rey. S. Brawn, was unani- 
mously received. 

Adjourned. 


Weilnesday afternoon, April 28, Devon- 
shire Square. 

The Rev. Timothy Moore offered prayer. 

The consideration of the report of the 
committee on the late treasurer’s letter, was 
“resumed; and on the motion of the Rev. 
Dr. Cox, seconded by the Rev. S. Green, 
it was resolved :— 

“That it be recommended to the com- 
mittee of this Union, to issue a circular to 
each of the churches comprised in the 
Union, stating its present pecuniary condi- 
tion, and earnestly requesting that within 
twenty-one days from the date of such cir- 
cular, a contribution of not less than 5s. 
may be sent from every church to meet the 
present liabilities of the Union.” 

The Rev. J. H. Hinton brought up and 
read the following report from the com- 
mittee on the establishment of a denomina- 
tional library :— 
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“ The committee appointed to report on 
the measures best adapted to advance the 
design of establishing a denominational li. 
brary met, Wednesday ‘morning, April 28, 
Rev. J. Tyso in the chair. 

“The minute constituting the committee, 
and the passage in the last report, page 39, 
having been read, and the matter discussed, 
the following report was agreed on :— 

‘“* Were the funds of the Union in a satis. 
factory state, the committee would not hesi- 
tate to recommend an immediate expendi.. 
ture in the purchase of books in relation to 
which the passing moment may be of im- 
portance. Butif such a suggestion might 
be deemed either impracticable or prema. 
ture, they may, perhaps, recommend the 
Union to direct the attention of their com- 
mittee, during the ensuing year, to the con- 
struction of a draft deed by which the pro. 
perty of the library may be ultimately put 
in trust. 

“The committee report their opinion, 
that, among the measures best adapted to 
advance the valuable and important design 
of establishing a Baptist denominational 
library (the projection of which was an- 
nounced in the last annual report of the 
Union), the principal and most direct is the 
further accumulation of books (of which 
from one to two hundred are already con. 
tributed) by voluntary donation for this 
purpose; a course which they would ear. 
nestly recommend to all who are friendly to 
the object in view. 

“To this recommendation they would add 
another, namely, that early steps should be 
taken to procure an apartment, in which 
the books already contributed, with others 
which may follow, should be placed on 
shelves, and rendered available for use; 
more especially as the donation of books 
might be expected, under such circum- 
stances, to go on much more freely, were it 
not that a near prospect is held out of this 
want being supplied by a collateral exertion. 
As the committee of the Baptist Missionary 
Society have proposed that one of the ob- 
jects of their intended Jubilee Fund shall 
be to erect premises for the use of the mis- 
sion, and for denominational purposes gene- 
rally, it may reasonably be hoped that an 
apartment in such premises may be secured 
for the object in view. With this prospect 
it is scarcely desirable, perhaps, to seek for 
further accommodation at present. In the 
mean time, when it is considered how many 
causes may prevent the fulfilment of bene. 
volent purposes delayed, it is respectfully 
urged on all persons disposed to aid the 
formation of a library, promptly to execute 
their purpose, either by bequest or imme- 
diate donation. 

«* At once to facilitate the formation and 
increase the usefulness of the library, the 
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committee recommend that the idea be en- 
tertained of rendering it available to persons 


not resident in London, by a permission | erse ; 
| conscientious sufferers, and the redemption 


granted, according to suitable regulations, to 
send books for perusal to any part of the 
United Kingdom. 

“ The committee further recommend, that 
a list of the books contributed be printed in 
the forthcoming report of the Union, and 
continued from year to year.” 


On the motion of Dr. Price, seconded by 
the Rev. Dr. Murch, it was resolved unani- 
mously :— 


“ That the report be received and printed 
in the proceedings of the present session ; 
and that it be referred to the committee to 
consider the recommendations therein, with 
a view to their reporting in full at the next 
annual session of the Union.” 

Dr. Price moved, the Rev. H. H. Dob- 
ney seconded, and it was resolved :— 

“1, That the brethren, now assembled in 
annual session, desire again to record their 
deep and solemn conviction of the unscrip- 
tural character and pernicious influence of 
all state establishments of religion. 

“ That they regard such establishments, 
under whatever form they may exist, as ut- 
terly foreign from the genius of Christianity, 
incompatible with the principles laid down 
in the inspired volume for the government 
of the church, subversive of the rightful 
authority of our Lord and Saviour, and a 
fruitful source of religious formality and un- 
belief, as well as of many social wrongs, 

“That this conviction has been greatly 
deepened by the discussions recently carried 
on, and more especially by the exemplifi- 
cation which has been afforded of the practi- 
cal workings and persecuting spirit of the 
established churches of Great Britain. 

“That they therefore earnestly solicit the 
prayerful attention of the ministers and 
churches comprised in this Union to the 
duty of acquainting themselves thoroughly 
with the nature, history, and legitimate ten- 
dencies of the great principle of scriptural 
voluntaryism, in order that they may be 
duly qualified to discharge the solemn trust 
committed to their care by taking an active 
and efficient part in the grand controversy 
of the present day. 

“3. That this Union has been glad to 
learn that a petition has been presented to 
the House of Commons by the committee 
in support of Mr. Easthope’s motion for the 
entire extinction of church-rates, and would 
take the opportunity of its present session 
to record its sense of the unjust and tyran- 
nical character of this impost, which treats 
with scorn the scruples of conscience, and 
violates some of the plainest dictates of the 
word of God, 

“ That the brethren heartily sympathize 
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with Mr. Baines, of Leicester, in his present 
incarceration, and feel it their duty zealously 
and perseveringly to labour for the relief of 


of religion from the insulting taunts to 
which it is thus exposed.”’ 

On the motion of the Rev. E. Steane, se- 
conded by the Rev. Dr. Murch, and sup- 
ported by the Rev. T. S. Crisp, it was 
resolved unanimously :— 

‘4, That the pastors and messengers of 
the churches assembled at the present ses- 
sion of the Union desire to put upon record 
the conviction they unitedly feel that the 
solidand lasting prosperity of the denomi- 
nation can arise only from its usefulness in 
extending spiritual religion by the conver~ 
sion of sinners to God through the gospel of 
his Son; and that it therefore affords them 
lively satisfaction, and awakens their un- 
feigned gratitude, to learn that within the 
last three years the average clear increase of 
members to the major part of our churches, 
has under God’s blessing been double what 
it was in previous years; while, at the same 
time, regarding this augmented ratio as 
falling far short of what should be earnestly 
coveted, sought after, and aimed at, they 
affectionately recommend the extended 
adoption or continuance of those various 
special applications of Christian effort, com- 
bined with importunate and_ believing 
prayer, to which they conceive the present 
hopeful improvement is to be mainly attri- 
buted. 

“That this assembly having repeatedly, 
in former years, called the attention of the 
denomination to the increasing necessity of 
of providing itself with an enlarged supply 
of efficient ministers, has heard with much 
gratification, that during the past year three 
of our colleges have extended their accom- 
modation, two of them increased the num- 
ber of their tutors, and one has been con- 
nected, by royal privilege, with the university 
of London; that two new academical insti- 
tutions have been commeneed, and _ that 
incipient measures are taken for the forma- 
tion of two more. In these facts it rejoices 
to recognize a growing appreciation of the 
advantages to be derived to the churches 
from a ministry disciplined in sound learn. 
ing, and takes occasion from them respect- 
fully to offer encouragement to those friends 
who, amidst many difficulties, are promot. 
ing this important object. 

“3. That in the judgment of this meet- 
ing, the present times call for the emphatie 
maintenance and exhibition as of evangeli- 
eal truth in general, so especially of the 
grand fundamental doctrines of Christianity 
—Jjustification by grace through faith, and 
regeneration by the Holy Spirit, in distinc- 
tion from the soul-destroying and fanatical 
error of the efficacy of the sacraments ; and 
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that in connexion with these, it is in their 
opinion of great moment to inculcate scrip. 
tural views of the nature and constitution of 
the kingdom of Christ as consisting exclu. 
sively of spititual persons united in spiri- 
tual fellowship, and for exclusively spiritual 
purposes,” 

On the motion of the Rev. J. Belcher, se- 
conded by the Rev. T. Morris, it was re- 
solved unanimously : 

‘That a committee be appointed to ar- 
tange for the proceedings of the public 
meeting, consisting of the Rev. S. Brawn, 
and the Rev. S. J. Davis, and Mr. C. 
Burls, with the chairman and secretaries.” 

Adjourned. 


Thursday afternoon, April 29, New Park 
Street. 

The Rev. Ebenezer Davis offered prayer. 

The Rev. J. Belcher presented an ab- 
stract of the report; and, on the motion of 
the Rev. Joseph Davis, seconded by the 
Rev. W. Groser, it was resolved unani- 
mously :— 

“That the report be printed and circu- 
lated under the direction of the committee.” 

-On the motion of Dr. Price, seconded by 

the Rev. H. H. Dobney, it was resolved :— 

“ That this Union, believing the poor to 
be entitled, equally with the rich, to the 
unrestricted enjoyment of religious freedom, 
take the opportunity of their present ses- 
sion to record their protest against those 
features of the poor-law system by which 
the inmates of workhouses are prevented 
from attending the religious instructions of 
any other ministers except the episcopal 
chaplain, than those belonging to that body 
with which they have been classified. They 
regard such prohibition as clearly unneces- 
sary for the protection of the poor from un- 
solicited intrusion, and as adapted only to 
become a means of restraint and annoyance. 
Opposed to coercion in all matters of reli- 
gion, they claim for the poor the same free- 
dom of action which is possessed by the 
more affluent members of the community. 

“On the same principle they feel bound 
to protest against those clauses of the Poor 
Law Amendment Bill now pending in par- 
liament, by which it is sought to obtain the 
sanction of the legislature to the compulsory 
appointment of episcopal chaplains to work- 
houses, with salaries payable out of the 
 poor-rates, as well as to secure to the clergy 
fees for the interment of the pauper poor out 
of the same funds; thus creating a large 
number of new benefices, and compelling 
dissenters to contribute still farther than 
they have done to the support of a system 
which they are compelled to disapprove. 
Should such clauses become part of the 
law of the land, this Union cannot but ap- 
prehend that the same objections which are 

VoL. 1V.—-FOURTH SERIES. 
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conscientiously taken by many of their 
number to the payment of church-rates will 
be felt with equal strength in relation to the 
poor-rate, and that much difficulty will be 
experienced in collecting such rate, and 
that great perplexity and personal suffering 
will be inflicted on their brethren. 

“That a petition, founded on this reso- 
lution, be prepared by the secretaries, and 
presented on behalf of this Union, to both 
houses of parliament.” 

On the motion of the Rev. Charles Sto. 
vel, seconded by the Rev. J. H. Hinton, it 
was resolved :— 

“4, That the Baptist Union retains its fre- 
quently declared solicitude for the universal 
enjoyment of human rights as defined and 
ordained by the Creator; and rejoices in 
the accelerating progress of correct senti. 
ments on this subject, not only in England, 
but also in all other nations. 

«2. That the members of this Union re. 
joice in the rapidity with which the linger- 
ing elements of oppression in Jamaica are 
disappearing amidst the good behaviour of 
the emancipated classes, and the wide diffu. 
sion of evangelical truth ; and that they re- 
gard the progress of the gospel in that island 
as a clear and experimental proof that un- 
disturbed liberty is most congenial with the 
extension of Christianity. 

‘© 3. The brethren unfeignedly rejoice to 
learn that the results of emancipation in the 
British colonies have already led other na- 
tions of Europe to prepare for a similar 
change in their dependencies. 

“4, The members of this Union have 
heard with approbation and thankfulness of 
the advances of their brethren and coadju- 
tors in the work of emancipation on the 
continent of America, and trust that the 
present crisis will lead to important results 
in that country; and although prevented 
from uniting with the convention now meet- 
ing at Baltimore, this Union earnestly im. 
plores a bountiful bestowment of divine 
grace so to guide its deliberations and sus- 
tain its measures, that by their efforts the 
moral power of the church may be em- 
ployed in establishing universal liberty. 

“5, This Union affectionately commends 
to the prayers and assistance of all who 
love the Lord Jesus Christ such operations 
of benevolence as may lead to the final an- 
nihilation of slavery and the slave-trade 
throughout the world. : 

«6, That these resolutions be advertised, 
and forwarded to the Rev. Baron Stow, 
A.M., of Boston, and the Rev. C, P. Grosve- 
nor, of Worcester, Massachusetts.” 

Mr. Belcher communicated his entire dia- 
sent from the views entertained by the ma. 
jority of the body in reference to the mem- 
bers of Christian churches in America 
holding slaves, and his conscientious diffi- 
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culty in carrying out the said resolutions, 
and laid down his office; whereupon it was 
resolved :— 

“That the Rev. Dr. Murch, and the Rev. 
E. Steane, with Messrs. Christopherson, 
Hare, and Paxon, be a committee to con- 
sider the said communication, and report 
thereupon, and that Dr. Murch be con- 
ener.” 

The Rev. J. H. Hinton moved, Mr. 
Christopherson seconded, and it was re- 
solved unanimously :— 

“ That a committee be appointed to con- 
sider and report to-morrow what measures 
may be best taken in order to fill up the 
vacant office of treasurer; and that it con. 
sist of the Rev. Dr. Murch, and Rev. 
Messrs. Steane, Hinton, Price, and Stovel ; 
aud that Mr. Hinton be convener.” 


Public Meeting, New Park Street, Thursday 
Evening, April, 29. 


After singing a hymn, read by the Rev. 
B. C. Young, and prayer by the Rev. J. E. 
Simmons, the following abstract of the re. 
port was read by Mr. Belcher. 

“During the year, 113 churches have 
been added to the Union, making the 
present number 715, 

"Tn 41 local associations there are 1,022 
churches. 

“Into 977 of these churches during the 
last year, there were admitted by baptism 
on profession of faith, 9,536 members; by 
letters of dismission from other churches, 
1,282; by restoration, having been former- 
ly excluded, 905. 

“During the same period, there have been 
diminutions in these churches, by death, 
1,575 ; by dismission to other churches, 
1,294; by withdrawment, 365; and by 
exclusion, 1,350. 

‘In 902 churches there has been a clear 
increase of 7,125 members; and the num- 
ber of members in 810 of the associated 
churches is 86,233. From more than 700 
churches no recent information has been 
obtained. 

“ Tn the years preceding 1839, the aver. 
age increase of members in the Baptist 
churches, deducting deaths and dismissions, 
was four per annum, it is now eight. 

“ Partial statements to 14 local associa- 
tions, show that the churches so reporting 
occupy 559 village or other stations ; 25 
associations report 74,585 children in their 
Sunday-schools; and 10 associations report 
4,405 Sabbath-school teachers. 

‘© 32 new churches were formed during 
the year. 

“48 new chapels were opened; and 14 
others were enlarged or first opened for the 
use of the denomination. 
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“102 ministers have been ordained or 
settled as pastors during the year. — 

<« 22 pastors and two missionaries have 
been removed by death. 

“The colleges at Stepney, Bradford, and 
Pontypool have been enlarged ; additional _ 
tutors have been engaged at Pontypool and 
Stepney; and the latter college has become ~ 
connected with the London University. 
New colleges have been connected at 
Haverfordwest and Accrington. 

“ More than 70 children of the Sabbath. 
schools connected with the second church 
at Birmingham, have been baptized and 
united with the church during the last 
fifteen months, as the result of special 
prayer on the part of the teachers. 

“The committee have in various ways 
shown their opposition to slavery through- 
out the world; have petitioned for the 
abolition of oaths, and for the extinction of 
church-rates ; have exerted themselves for 
the liberty of Baptists at Hamburgh ; and 
have commenced a denominational library, 
in the progress of which they have been 
hindered, as in other very important mat- 
ters, for want of funds, for which they 
make an earnest appeal to their friends, 
that they may liquidate their present debt, 
and be enabled to accomplish very im- 
portant objects.” 

The Rev. Joseph Davis then addressed 
the meeting on THE STATE OF THE DENO- 
MINATION ; 

The Rev. John Green, on, THE IMPORT- 
ANCE OF COLLEGES ; 

The Rev. J. H. Hinton, on THE STATE 
OF THE FUNDS; 

The Rev. C. J. Middleditch, on THE 
IMPORTANCE OF SUNDAY-SCHOOLS ; 

And the Rev. W. Groser, on THE DE- 
CEASE OF MINISTERS. 

After a verse of the hymn, beginning 

‘ Blest be the tie that binds,” 
had been sung, the chairman concluded the 
meeting with prayer. 


New Park Street, Friday afternoon, April, 
30. Mr. Pewtress in the chair. 

The following report on the treasurer's 
resignation was read, and received :— 1 
‘*The committee appointed to consider 
and report what measures may be best taken 
to fill up the vacant office of treasurer. The . 
secretaries, (Murch and Steane,) Dr. Cox, 
Messrs. Price, Stovel, and Hinton, con- 

vener. 

«Present, Dr. Cox, (in the chair,) Messrs. 
Stovel and Hinton. 

“The minute constituting the committee | 
having been read, and the subject referred 
to it having been taken into consideration, 
the committee recommend 

‘‘That the Union do not request any 
gentleman to accept the office of treasurer. 
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while the funds are in so dilapidated a 
state; but that they earnestly solicit Mr. 
Low to resume that office as soon as the 
existing debt shall have been defrayed. 
And that, in the meantime, they confide 
the transaction of all pecuniary affairs to 
the secretaries, and any person who may be 
nominated thereto by the Committee. 

“BF, A. Cox, Chairman.” 


It was resolyed— 

“That this report be adopted.” 

The following report on the resignation 
of the secretary, Mr. Belcher, was read and 
received :— 

‘““That the Union be recommended to 
accept Mr. Belcher’s resignation, and secure 
the services of Mr. Groser, as one of their 


secretaries. 
““W. H. Murch, Chairman.” 


It was resolved— 

“ That as the committee appointed 
to consider and report on the resigna. 
tion of Mr, Secretary Belcher, have re- 
commended the Union to accept the same, 
the Union, in acceding to this recommenda. 
tion, express their high sense of the value 
of the services rendered by him during ten 
years past, and their cordial desire for his 
future co-operation as a member of their 
body. 

“That, as the resignation of Mr. Secre- 
tary Belcher has been accepted by the 
Union, the Rey. W. Groser be requested 
to become one of the secretaries of this 
Union. : . 

“That any negotiations which may arise 
out of this request be confided entirely to 
the management of the committee; toge- 
ther with authority to provide for the dis- 
charge of the duties of the secretariat, 
should Mr. Groser’s services not be se- 
cured.” * 

The Rev. T. H. Morgan having laid be- 
fore the Union some statements respecting 
the efforts now making for the establish- 
ment of a Baptist theological college at 
Birmingham, it was b 

“Resolved, That the Union have received 

_ the statements of Mr. Morgan with much 
pleasure, and cordially express their high 
sense of the value of such an institution 
for the Midland Counties, and their warm 
desires for its successful accomplishment.” 

The project of an institution for imparting 
an English theological education, to be en- 
titled the East Anglian Edueational Society, 
having been taken into consideration, it was 

“ Resolved, That such an institution is 
adapted to render important service to 
many candidates for the Christian ministry, 
and the churches of Christ; and that it is 
Ee ei ee ee 

* Mr. Groser has subsequently declined the 
office. 
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highly deserving of encouragement and 
support,” 

“ Resolved, That the cordial thanks of 
this meeting be given to the Rev. James 
Sprigg, A.M., for the kindness and ability 
with which he has presided over the meet- 
ings of this session; and to the pastor and 
deacons of the churches at Devonshire- 
square, and New Park Street, for the use 
of their chapels.” 


Notices. 


The Rev. W.H. Black gave notice that 
he intended, next session, to bring forward 
and move a resolution or resolutions on the 
abolition of Capital Punishment; also, 
another resolution or resolutions on the 
promotion of Universal Peace ; and 

The Rey. S. Green gave notice of a mo- 
tion, that in future every church belonging to 
the Union should subscribe at least 5s. per 
annum to meet its expenses. 


BAPTIST COLONIAL MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY, 


The third annual meeting of this small 
but valuable association was held in New 
Park Street Chapel, April 30th. The Rev. 
F. A. Cox, D.D.,LL.D., presided. 

The report consisted principally of ex. 
tracts from letters illustrating the spiritual 
destitution of Canada, and the encourage- 
ments to sow there the good seed of the 
kingdom. It presented an animating ac. 
count of the Theological Institution, under 
the care of Dr. Davies, at Montreal. It 
stated that the Rev. B. Hoe having resign- 
ed the pastoral charge of the church at 
Montreal and returned to England, and the 
church having applied without success to 
one or two ministers in this country to go 
out and take the oversight of them, they 
had written to the Committee to seek for 
them a suitable pastor; that the Rev. J. 
Girdwood, having resigned his pastoral 
charge at Manchester, was invited to this 
service; that he bad acceded to the request, 
and was now on his voyage to Canada. It 
adverted to the settlement of the Rev. John 
Dyer, jun., at Kingston, and of the Rev. J. 
Coombs at Toronto; and to the success 
which had attended the efforts of the Rey, 
John Edwards, of Clarence, in collecting in 
this island. 

From the treasurer’s accounts it appeared 
that the total receipts of the Society during 
the past year were £537, 15s. 3d., the ex- 
penditure amounted to £527, 2s. 5d., leaving 
a balance in hand of £10, 12s. 10d. 

On the motion of the Rev. J. H. Hinton, 
seconded'by the Rey. J. Aldis, it was then re- 
solved, “That the report be adopted and cir- 
culated under direction of the committee.” 
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Onthemotion of theRev. J. M. Cramp, se- 
conded by the Rev. T. Crisp, it was resolved, 
“That the rapid increase of the population of 
the colonial possessions of Great Britain,and 
the distribution of that population over vastly 
extensive districts, present peculiar obstacles 
to the adequate supply of the means of re- 
ligion by any methods in ordinary use: and 
that, therefore, the plans and arrangements 
of the Baptist Colonial Missionary Society 
are regarded by this meeting as eminently 
adapted, through the divine blessing, to 
meet the emergency, and are entitled to the 
vigorous support of the Baptist denomina- 
tion at large.” 

On the motion of the Rev. W. Groser, se- 
conded by the Rev.S. Nicholson, it was re- 
solved, ‘‘ That while we recognise the sove- 
reignty of divine grace, and the absolute ne- 
cessity of divine influence to the success of 
our undertakings, we rejoice to believe that 
the Father of mercies delights to impart his 
Spirit in answer to the prayer of faith; and, 
that we therefore request our friends to re- 
member the colonies in their daily supplica- 
tions, and to intercede especially for the 
success of the efforts which are made on 
their behalf by this Society.” 

On the motion of the Rev. W. Brock, se- 
conded by the Rev. C. Room, the officers and 
committee were appointed for the ensuing 
year. The Rev. J, Dyer also acknowledged 
the friendly references that had been made 
to his son, and stated that £300 had been 
contributed in this country towards the erec- 
tion of the new chapel at Kingston, but that 
a great deal more would be required. 


BIBLE TRANSLATION SOCIETY. 


At the first Annual Meeting of this So- 
ciety, held on the evening of Friday, April 
30th, W. T. Beeby, Esq., the Treasurer, 
presided. On this occasion the chapel in 
New Park Street was well filled, and the 
proceedings of the evening were harmonious 
and animated. 

Prayer having been offered by the Rev. 
J. Peacock, the Report was read by the 
Secretary, the Rev. Edward Steane, “After 
adverting to the circumstances which led to 
the formation of the Society, to the gratify- 
ing fact that resolutions, approving of its 
formation, were passed at twenty-four asso- 
ciations, comprising an aggregate of more 
than 700 churches, and to a communication 
from the Board of Managers of the American 
and Foreign Bible Society, expressive of the 
satisfaction they felt at the steps taken, and 
hailing the Bible Translation Society as a 
fellow-labourer with them, in support of 
immersionist versions,—this document re. 
fers to letters received from Caleutta, and 
says, ‘It is with no ordinary feelings the 
Committee report, that the effect of the 
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measures it was deemed necessary to adopt 
for the support of the important biblical 
labours in which our brethren have been 
so long engaged in that Oriental metropolis, 
has been in the highest degree consolatory 
and encouraging to their minds. It cannot 
be a matter of surprise that, under pre- 
viously existing circumstances, they should 
have felt dispirited and anxious. The mag- 
nitude of the work in which they are en- 
gaged, and the failure of their accustomed 
resources, pressed heavily upon them; and 
they waited in prayerful solicitude, not 
knowing whether at all, or from what quar- 
ter, help might come. The first tidings which 
reached them that the Baptist churches in 
Britain sympathized with them in their 
difficulties, approved their stedfastness, and 
were resolyed to sustain them in their 
zealous efforts to give to the heathen the 
word of life, with the ordinance of Christian 
baptism unveiled, filled them with gladness, 
and was ‘abundant by many thanksgivings 
to God.’ With renewed diligence, they 
have applied themselves to their important 
work, and are forming plans for executing 
and circulating translations of the sacred 
scriptures on an extended scale.” 

The Report proceeds to give a detailed 
account of the Translations of the New 
Testament, and of detached portions of the 
Old Testament and the New, completed or 
in progress at Calcutta; and adds,—* In 
addition to these, it is proposed to print 
Isaiah and Daniel in a form to match the 
books of Genesis, of the Psalms, and of 
Proverbs, already issued ; the edition to 
consist of not less than 5,000. A new edi- 
tion of the Hindustani New Testament is 
also urgently required, and will shortly be 
put to press, should the means placed at 
the disposal of our brethren justify the 
measure; the edition to consist of at least 
2,500 copies, If these items are added to 
the foregoing, the works in hand or resolved 
on will give an aggregate of 53,000 volumes. 

“Large as the issues are which are thus 
proceeding from the Baptist Mission Press, 
the demand for the word of God not only 
equals but far outstrips them. The commu- 
nications from different parts of the Indian 
continent, where the precious treasure has 
been chiefly distributed, so far from indi- 
cating that the wants of the people have 
been supplied, call urgently for still larger 
grants, 

“In making a grateful acknowledgment 
of the favour which it has pleased God to 
give to your infant Society in public esti. 
mation, the Committee are persuaded that 
its most ardent friends will feel their ex- 
pectations have been more than realized, 
when they state that its first year’s receipts 
amount to upwards of £2,000. Of this sum 
they have remitted £1,500 through the Bap- 
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tist Missionary Society to India ; their first 
grant was a vote of £500, in support of the 
Bengali New Testament; and subsequently, 
two sums of similar amount have been re. 
spectively appropriated to the Hindustani 
New Testament and the Bengal Bible.” 

In conclusion, the Committee express 
their earnest hope, that the Society may 
increasingly commend itself to the support 
of all who are concerned for the extension 
of truth and righteousness on the earth, and 
their belief that the things which at first 
seemed adverse to such an issue will, in the 
end, subserve the universal diffusion of the 
Word of God. 

Resolutions, prepared by the Committee, 
were then moved and seconded by the Rev. 
D. Wassall, the Rev. W. Bowes, the Rev. 
T. S. Crisp, the Rev. M. Daniell, W. B. 
Gurney, Esq., and the Rey. W. Brock, 
which were all passed unanimously. 

At the close of this meeting the Rev. Dr. 
Cox delivered into the hands of the Secre. 
tary a protest, signed by himself and other 
ministers, against a portion of the second 
tule of the Society which was the subject 
of discussion in this magazine at the com- 
mencement of the present year. 


COLONIAL CHURCH SOCIETY. 


The peculiarities of this Society as con- 
tradistinguished from the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, 
were described at the Fifth Annual Meeting 
of the Institution, which was held on the 
28th of April, in a speech delivered by the 
Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel, which affords 
information respecting the nature and effects 
of episcopal jurisdiction as at present exer- 
cised in the colonies, specially important at 
the present time, when powerful exertions 
are being made to extend and amplify the 
system. 

Mr. Noel said they had heard that day 
some specimens of the want of instruction 
so generally acknowledged and deplored. 
To meet that want this Society had come 

into existence, its object being to send out 
clergymen, catechists, and schoolmasters, 
to our countrymen in the colonies and in 
foreign lands, wherever they might be found 
to needthem. But here he might be asked, 
why they should not leave this duty to be 
discharged by the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts? He 
answered, that they had seen this want with 
pain, that year by year it had gone on in- 
creasing, and that they were compelled to do 
their utmost to remedy it. The colonists 
were not provided with instructors, they saw 
no prospect of their being provided, and they 
had done, therefore, what they could to pro- 
vide them. Several gentlemen had said that 
the Society was animated with no spirit of 
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rivalry to the more ancient institution. He 
believed that nothing could be more true. 
But as it was sometimes said, that whatever 
might be their intention, the effect was to 
produce schism in the colonies, he wished 
to go farther and to show one or two points 
of difference between the two Societies, 
which rendered the separate existence of 
their Society necessary. As to the appre- 
hended schism, he could only say that the 
missionaries sent out by this Society would 
faithfully preach Christ to the people, and 
if any schism were caused by their labours, 
it would only be of that sort predicted by 
our Lord, when he said, “I came not to 
send peace, but a sword ;” and that sort of 
schism in society which arose from the full 
preaching of the gospel they were not at 
liberty to avoid. Passing, therefore, from 
that imaginary ground of objection to the 
Society, he wished to direct their attention 
to one difference in the principle of the two 
Societies. He believed that it was the 
principle of the ancient Society to give a 
larger discretionary power over their mis- 
sionaries to the colonial bishops than this 
Society would give them, Both Societies 
would place their missionaries under episco- 
pal jurisdiction, both would wish the bishops 
to have power to restrain immorality or 
heresy ; but while one Society- would, 
unless he was mistaken, place all their 
missionaries in the conditionresembling that 
of curates in this country, the other would 
place them in the condition of incumbents. 
The Colonial Church Society would give 
them all the power possessed by the bishops 
of Great Britain. If he understood their 
practice rightly, the Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Gospel would give them a 
great deal more. According to the practice 
of this latter Society, he believed that the 
colonial bishop nominated the missionary, 
placed him in his sphere of labour, and 
could remove him. 1f the bishop should 
complain of any missionary, that complaint 
would be decisive; if a missionary should 
complain of any bishop,that complaint must 
come through the bishop himself. All the 
missionary crrespondence be believed pass- 
ed through the hands of the bishop. The 
Colonial Church Society, on the other hand, 
would correspond directly with their mis- 
sionaries, and this he conceived to be an 
advantage: because otherwise he did not 
see how missionaries could feel that inde- 
pendence which was necessary to enable 
them faithfully and energetically to dis. 
charge their ministry. He would illustrate 
this point. Let it be imagined that the 
bishop of any colony should exceedingly 
dislike that moderate Calvinism which 
seemed to him (Mr. Noel) the doctrine 
of the Thirty-nine Articles, and the doctrine 
of the Bible, and should say to the mis- 
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sionaries placed under him, that if they 
should preach such Calvinism he would 
recommend the Society to withdraw their 
salaries, would they not be under great 
temptation to be unfaithful? Or suppose 
they should think the efforts of such a So- 
ciety as this to be exceedingly necessary to 
the colony, and should feel it their duty to 
support it, but the bishop should intimate 
that their salaries should be withdrawn if 
they did, would not this impose a yoke upon 
their consciences which they should not be 
compelled to bear? No man, he thought, 
however excellent, should wield so large a 
discretionary power. Some years since the 
late Bishop of Peterborough had introduced 
eighty-seven questions to be put to candi- 
dates for ordination. These led to some 
cases of hardship, one of which was brought 
into the House of Lords; not a single pre- 
late supported these questions, and only one 
temporal peer, and they fell into disuse. 
But imagine that the bishop should have 
had the power of saying to all the incum- 
bents of his diocese, if you preach contrary 
to the doctrine implied in these eighty- 
seven questions, I shall dismiss you from 
your livings, the effects upon the diocese 
would have been most disastrous. Now, un- 
less he mistook greatly, he would have had in 
one of our colonies a power resembling this, 
according to the practice of the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel ; but accord- 
ing to that of the Colonial Church Society, 
he would not have it. The one would place 
the missionary under a discretionary power 
of the bishop, not known in this country 
except with reference to curates, the other 
would give him all the power recognised 
among us with respect to incumbents, and 
no more, There was a second point to 
which he must call their attention. They 
too well knew that there were certain doc- 
trines which had lately grown up in their 
church, of which Tract 90 was a speci- 
men. There were many clergymen who 
preached these doctrines, He thought the 
prevalence of them one of the greatest 
disasters which had recently befallen the 
church of England. And should we send 
out such ministers to our colonies, to preach 
the atonement with reserve, but to preach 
forms and ceremonies with force; to exalt 
the sacraments, and to depreciate the preach- 
ing of Christ crucified; to inveigh against 
the duty of judging of scripture for our- 
selves, and to place traditionary exposition 
in the room of our unfettered examination 
of the word of God; then, when the colo- 
nies asked for bread, we should be giving 
them a stone. But the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel being composed 
of all parties, all might look to be repre- 
sented by its missionaries, and he feared 
that such men might be found among those 
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sent out to teach our colonists. The Colo- 
nial Church Society, on the other hand, 
would send out none but evangelical la- 
bourers, none but those who believed the 
Thirty-nine Articles in their full, plain, 
literal sense; men, who had no other aim 
than to save souls by bringing them to be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ. From the 
concurrent operations of this Society, he 
therefore judged that men of evangelical 
sentiments would more readily find employ. 
ment in the older Society, that the older 
Society would be stirred up to greater ex- 
ertions, that it would give more information 
to the country of the state of the colonies, 
and would more diligently investigate 
the more neglected parts of our colonial 
possessions. In the colonies it would have 
the effect of giving greater independence to 
evangelical missionaries, and of furnishing 
many places, now overlooked, with useful 
labourers. In support of his* views, he 
might mention, that he had been, in com- 
mon with others, entreated by clergymen 
from the colonies to proceed in this good 
work, from which they augured the most 
important results; and he had in his pos. 
session a letter signed by three clergymen, 
in which they stated, that the majority of 
the clergy in the diocese to which they be. 
long heartily wish it success. Some timid 
or prejudiced persons might anticipate evil 
from its operations, but he believed it to be 
heartily approved by all the most pious 
clergy in the colonies, and that every pious 
colonial bishop would heartily consent to 
that scriptural limitation of his discretionary 
authority which, only taking away the power 
of doing evil, would leave all the power to do 
good. Ifit were objected that the Colonial 
Chureh Society should not continue its 
course at this moment, because the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel had re. 
cently increased in energy and improved in 
spirit, he must observe, that this fact consti- 
tuted one of the arguments why they should 
proceed with increased zeal, because that 
improvement in energy and in spirit, which 
he heartily hoped would proceed, had been 
coincident with the birth of this Society, 
and if their early existence had contributed 
to this improvement, their progress would 
certainly confirm it. 


WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


J. E. Tennent, Esq., M.P., took the chair 
at the annual meeting of this Society, on 
the 3rd of May, and delivered an address. 

Dr. Bunting then proceeded to read the 
teport, which commenced by stating, in 
substance, that the Committee, on the pre- 
sent occasion, met the Society under cir- 
cumstances so peculiar, that they should 
deviate from the order of topics usually 
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ebserved, by explaining the financial con- 
dition and prospects of the Institution, 
before they entered upon the details of 
missionary operations. In the annual re- 
ports for several years it had been distinctly 
intimated, that the Society could not ade- 
quately and efficiently maintain its nume- 
rous and important foreign missions, with- 
out a large augmentation of its regular 
income. In closing the financial statement 
for 1839, the Committee announced a debt 
of £20,871, and that the Society must either 
greatly reduce its missionary establishments, 
and abandon some portion of the field al- 
ready nobly won and occupied, or there 
must be an addition of 10 or £12,000 a 
year to support its existing establishments ; 
— it was also then stated, that for the gra- 
dual extinction of the debt and the enlarge. 
ment of the Society’s labours, an addition 
of not less than £20,000 a year would be 
required. The accuracy of these views 
had been confirmed by another year’s ex- 
perience; and the Committee had refrained 
almost entirely from embarking in any new 
undertaking, although pressing applications 
were made for nearly sixty additional mis. 
sionaries, and although a larger number than 
before of missionary candidates were anxi- 
ously waiting to be employed. The only 
exception had been the new mission to the 
Gold Coast and to Ashantee:—nor would 
they have met even that loud call upon 
their humanity and piety, if the means of 
obeying it had not been specially provided. 
They had also sedulously endeavoured to 
abridge the demand on the general fund 
by various suggestions to the missionary 
districts abroad, and by inducing foreign 
congregations to make greater exertions 
for maintaining the work among them- 
selves: the consequence had been, that 
in the four West Indian districts of Antigua, 
St. Vincent’s, Demerara, and Jamaica, there 
had been a decrease of expenditure to the 
amount of £6,584. In other districts, how- 
ever, this mode of relieving the general fund 
was impracticable, and the expenditure had 
_-been largely increased, especially on stations 
almost wholly heathen. Such a result was 
not wholly unanticipated. The blessing 
vouchsafed in answer to prayer would 
create, from time to time, additional de- 
mands; and they must cease to pray, or 
learn to give on a scale of corresponding 
generosity. The Committee did not under- 
take the plans of beneficence which had in- 
volved them, rashly or without sanction ; 
they were continually stimulated and urged 
onward, not merelyby the pleadings of appli- 
cants for spiritual help, but by the zealous 
and consentaneous exhortations and accla- 
mations which met them from every quarter. 
Bee Siviesre The report then took a review of 
the financial position of the Society, up to 
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December 31st, 1840, under the items of in. 
come and expenditure. As to the former, 
it appeared, that in the regular contributions 
from the Auxiliary and Branch Societies of 
Great Britain and Ireland there was an 
increase of £1,224, over and above the 
Ashantee fund of £5,037. The amount 
received at the mission house was less by 
£756 this year than last, but the last year 
included one donation of £1,500. The net 
home increase was only £467. There was 
a decrease in the foreign stations of £3,190, 
but this arose, very materially, from a new 
arrangement respecting local contributions 
for chapels, which were not now, as here. 
tofore, brought into the general account. 
In legacies, there had been a decrease of 
£1,746. The gross income of 1840 was, in 
round numbers, £90,182 ;—the gross ex. 
penditure £109,226 ;—excess of expendi- 
‘ture over income £19,044 ;—to whichadding 
the debt of 1838 and 1839 (£20,871), the 
actual deficiency to December 31st, would 
be £42,939. From this amount, however, 
should be deducted loans to foreign chapels, 
and balances unpaid in December, estimated 
together at £12,322,—making the real debt 
up to that time £30,616. The Committee 
suggested that some united and determined 
effort must be made, at a proper period, in 
order to extinguish this debt, and requested 
the meeting to authorize them to deliberate 
and decide upon the best time and plan 
for originating such an effort at home and 
abroad. In the mean time, till the payment 
of the debt could be systematically attempt- 
ed, their object should be to prevent any 
further accumulation, by resolute exertions 
to make the current year’s income adequate 
to its anticipated and unavoidable expendi- 
ture. In conclusion, the report adverted to 
the noble gift of the mission house and 
premises to the Society by the Centenary 
Committee, without any charge whatever, 
either for the site, the necessary alterations, 
or the new buildings. 

The Watchman, from whose columns this 
account is taken, says, ‘‘ We do not remem- 
ber any former meeting of the kind which 
was in all respects equally gratifying.” The 
selection of speakers was rather reinarkable : 
the principal were Sir George Murray, J. P. 
Plumptre, Esq., M.P., E. Litton, Esq.,M.P., 
Sir R. Bateson, M.P., Col. Conolly, M.P., 
Mr. Sergeant Jackson, M.P., C. Hindley, 
Esq., M.P., the Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, and 
Mr. Candlish of Edinburgh. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The forty-first annual meeting of this in- 
stitution was held in Exeter Hall, May 4th, 
the Earl of Chichester, the president, in 
the chair, 
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The report stated that the receipts and 
disbursements of the past year on account 
of the general fund were as follows :— 


Receipts.........00 £90,604 6 2 
Disbursements.... 98,630 19 9 


exhibiting, consequently, an excess of dis- 
bursements over receipts of £8,026 13s. 7d. 
The large amount of expenditure is to be 
traced to the progressive enlargement of 
most of the missions, through the blessing 
from above which has been vouchsafed to 
their operations. 

The following observations, extracted 
from the Record, will give an idea of the 
prospects of this society, and of the import- 
ance attached to the proceedings of this 
meeting by its friends, more satisfactory 
perhaps than we could impart by any re- 
marks of our own: 

“ The proceedings at the annual meeting 
of the Church Missionary Society, inserted 
in to-day’s paper, will be perused by our 
readers with deep interest, and will, no 
doubt, excite extraordinary attention 
throughout the Christian world. 

“ Tt was officially announced by the pre- 
sident, the Earl of Chichester, that arrange. 
ments were in progress for obtaining the 
sanction and support of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and the Bishop of London, and 
that this is to be brought about—the rules 
and regulations of the society remaining un- 
altered—by the formation of a council, or 
board of bishops, to whom are to be referred 
all questions strictly ecclesiastical, occurring 
either in connexion with the Church Mis. 
sionary Society, or the Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the Gospel. 

‘« The announcement was received with 
respectful deference by a large and crowded 
meeting, and when subsequently alluded to 
and cordially approved by the Bishop of 
Winchester and Mr. Bickersteth, some ap- 
plause was elicited. It was not, however, 
until Mr. Baptist Noel, towards the close of 
the meeting, animadverted on the necessity 
of keeping intact the principles of the so- 
ciety, and on the caution required in deal- 
ing with offices, as well as with the indivi- 
duals at present holding them, that anything 
like enthusiasm prevailed. 

“ The Bishop of Winchester spoke re- 
markably well, and whilst strongly in favour 
of the plan, was equally decided for main. 
taining the ‘ancient polity and constitution’ 
of the society. The Bishop of Salisbury 
was, however, less explicit, and by no 
means equally clear. Every cne seemed 
impressed with the gravity and importance 
of the question, and the details of the mea- 
sure will no doubt be waited for with much 
anxiety. 

‘* Whilst we earnestly pray that wisdom 
from on high may. be given to the committee 
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of the Church Missionary Society, who 
have hitherto, we believe, been entirely 
passive in this important matter, we trust 
the opportunity will not be neglected of ob. 
taining some revision of the rules and regu. 
lations of the Society for the Propagation of 
the gospel. A recent printed circular, from 
the Bishop of Nova Scotia, is now before 
us. In this circular, his lordship, speaking 
of the Propagation Society, says :— 

* “All the bishops preside over its opera. 
tions; no other person can take part: in 
those operations, but with the approval of 
the metropolitan ; and it is well known to 
me, from an intimate personal acquaintance 
with the proceedings of the society for 
nearly half a century, that the heads and 
governors of the church have not merely a 
nominal, but a real superintendence and 
control over those proceedings. In perfect 
accordance with such government at home, 
all the concerns of the society abroad are 
committed to the management and control 
of the colonial bishops, who are the agents 
of this society, and fellow-labourers with it 
in its extensive undertakings.” 

“Tt was doubtless to the Bishop of Nova 
Scotia that Mr. Noel alluded in his speech 
at the meeting of the Colonial Church So- 
ciety on Thursday, when he mentioned a 
colonial bishop who had openly threatened 
his clergy, to write to the Propagation 
Society, to withhold their stipends if they 
communicated with an agent of that (the 
Colonial Church) society. 

“ The state of pecuniary bondage in which 
the missionaries of the Propagation Society 
are held by the colonial bishops has long 
been a crying evil, and one great cause why 
good men decline going to the colonies, or 
if they go, soon leave; it is equally opposed 
to the true interests of the church, and to 
real religion. We trust itis only necessary, 
now that the number of bishops is about tu 
be increased, thus publicly to have called 
the attention of the Bishop of London to 
the subject, in order to secure an immediate 
and effectual remedy. 

‘‘ The arrangements of the meeting were 
excellent, and the abstract of the report, al- 
though it occupied one hour and a half in 
reading, yet its details were interesting and 
important, and calculated both to supply in- 
formation and materials for calm and useful 
reflection.” 


CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTION SOCIETY. 


On Tuesday evening, the 4th of May, the 
fifteenth annual meeting of this society was 
held in Finsbury Chapel. The Hon, W. 
Cowper, M.P., in the chair, 

The Rev. J. Blackburn read the report, 
which, after a few general remarks on the 


| objects of the society, and the character of 
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the population amidst which it laboured, 
proceeded to a detail of the associations, of 
which the following is a summary :— 


Associations. Visitors. Families, Stations. Missrs. 


London aaseenaetis 12 269 8667 19 3 
Finsbury.......... 12 288 7,289 10 1 
Mary-le-bone.... 5 91 2174 1 O 
Westminster .... 7 165 3,059 14 0 
Tower Hamlets 28 717 17,848 47 2 
Southwark .,,.., 13 319 8440 28 3 
Lambeth.......... LO) 156) 3.0¢5 40 one 
Greenwich .,,,... 6 119 3,860 9 1 
Suburban...,..... 10 144 4,544 18 8 

103 2,268 59,549 151 14 


Thus presenting a grand total of 103 as. 
sociations, with 151 prayer-meetings, 14 
stipendiary agents, and 2,268 visitors, who 
called twice a month upon 59,549 families, 
which probably included 298,000 indivi- 
duals. The gratuitous agents principally 
engaged in the loan of tracts to the families 
they visited; 59,549 families had been so 
visited, on an average, it was presumed, of 
20 times each during the past year, so that 
about 1,200,000 visits had been paid, at 
each of which a tract-book, usually contain- 
ing two tracts, had been lent; thus 2,360,000 
religious tracts had been circulated amongst 
the poor during the past twelve months. 
During the same period 1,286 copies of the 
holy scriptures had been issued. The visit- 
ers had succeeded since the last report, in 
gathering 3,667 children into the infant, 
Sunday, or day schools of the respective 
neighbourhoods. The 151 stations for 
prayer-meetings, and the exposition of the 
scriptures, ought not to be overlooked, as 
there were held at each, on an average, more 
than two services a-week, making a yearly 
aggregate of, at least, 16,000 services. The 
attendance varied from half a score to 200 
persons, giving the gratifying weekly aver- 
age of 6,000 who united in these humble 
services. Several gratifying instances of 
success in the several departments of the 
society’s labours were marked. 

From the treasurer’s accounts, it appeared 
_ that there was a balance against the society 
of £270 4s, 10d. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


On Wednesday, May 5th, the annual 
meeting of this Society was held in Exeter 
Hall. The chair was taken by the Presi. 
dent, Lord Bexley. The Rey. A. Brandram 
read the report. In its commencement it 
alluded to certain movements which had 
been going forward, and in which the com- 
mittee had been invited to take a part, on 
the subject of the exclusive right of printing 
the Bible, enjoyed by the two Universities, 
and the Queen’s printers. On one point, 
connected with that subject, entire una- 
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nimity prevailed in the committee, and they 
took the opportunity of recording their 
solemn and deliberate conviction that it 
was the duty not only of the committee, 
but of the Society at large as a Society, to 
abstain from any interference in the matter, 
either as to the promotion or countenancing 
of, or as to the removal of, the restriction. 
The members of the Society were, of course, 
left to act entirely according to their own 
judgment in their private capacities; but as 
the peace and usefulness of the Society 
were regardei, the committee implored the 
committees of auxiliary societies, branches, 
and associations to occupy, with themselves, 
an entirely neutral position. While the 
committee did not intend to enlarge upon 
that subject, there were one or two state- 
ments which they did feel called upon to 
make. As regarded themselves, they were 
bold to say that the subject of prices paid 
for the Bibles, including the purchase of the 
copies in sheets, and the binding, had ever 
been one that had engaged a very large 
share of their attention, and that they had la- 
boured to obtain them at the lowest possible 
price, consistent with a due regard to the 
general execution of the work, and the 
quality of the paper. They looked partly 
indeed to the beauty of the appearance of 
the volume, but more at its texture and 
promise of durability. The committee 
might go into details showing that while 
the general character of the books issued 
had been manifestly improving, the prices 
paid had been proportionably decreasing for 
years. To determine the point at which it 
should be said that excellency had reached 
its height, was no easy matter, and it was 
one on which the committee claimed to 
exercise the best judgment they could. In 
adopting the standard by which they had 
been guided, the committee might have 
erred, and raised it too high, but it became 
them frankly to admit, that up to the time 
of the suspension of the issue of cheapened 
copies they thought that Bibles and Testa- 
ments, inferior to those previously circulated, 
ought not to be issued, so that they were 
ready to admit that any portion of blame, if 
blame there were, because of the compara- 
tively high price paid for the scriptures, 
rested on themselves. It would seem from 
the recently published catalogue of the 
Queen’s printer, that great reductions were 
to be made, and the books still to be kept 
up to that standard, below which the com- 
mittee would not heretofore make pur. 
chases; but the committee did not feel it 
to be their duty to offer explanation or 
apology for that reduction. It was, how. 
ever, only just to themselves and to the 
printer to say, that for a considerable time 
before the present agitation on the subject 
arose, the printer had been supplying the 
2N 
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Bible Society, as large consumers, at prices | 
below those which were now advertised as 
those at which the public and the trade 
were to be supplied. On the subject of the 
remarkably cheap editions now offered to 
the Society, the committee had only to say, 
that they freely relinquished their long 
cherished opinions as to the standard of 
quality, and had placed them on the So- 
ciety’s list; and they rejoiced in the hope 
that it would contribute to a much larger 
distribution of the sacred volume in their 
own beloved land, the wants of which were 
still far from being supplied. The report 
then detailed, at great length, the foreign 
operations of the Society, from which it 
appeared that its labours had been very 
successful, particularly in France. The 
total receipts of the Society during the 
past year had been £101,322, 9s. 2d., being 
£10,127, 3s. 11d. less than last year; but 
that was accounted for by the fact, that 
last year legacies had been received a- 
mounting to £13,000. The amount re. 
ceived for sales, included in the above 
sum, £57,585, 17s. 8d., leaving for. general 
purposes £42,742, 12s, 5d. The total ex- 
penditure amounted to £132,834, 18s. 9d. 
being larger by £10,000 than on any former 
year. There had been issued during the 
past year 900,912 copies of sacred scrip- 
tures, making a total, since the establish- 
ment of the Society, of more than 13 
millions, which, added to the issues on 
the continent of Europe, and in America, 
made a grand total of more than 22 millions. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


The anniversary of this Society was cele- 
brated in Exeter Hall on Thursday evening, 
the 6th of May. So numerous was the as- 
sembly that even the window-seats at the 
extremity of this spacious edifice were oc- 
cupied, and hundreds retired unable to 
gain admission. John Labouchere, Esq. 
presided. Mr. W. H. Watson read an 
abstract of the report, which commenced by 
detailing the Society’s operations in Den- 
mark, Holland, Belgium, Corfu, Africa, In- 
dia, Ceylon, Van Diemen’s Land, West 
Indies, Antigua, Anguilla, Tortola, Jamaica, 
America, Nova Scotia, and Canada. With 
regard to home proceedings, it stated that 
sixteen grants had been made during the 
past year, in aid of the expense of erecting 
Sunday-school rooms, amounting to £470, 
making the total number of grants up to 
the present time 189, amounting to £4,349, 
The number of libraries granted this year, 
has been 135, making a total of 733. The 
loss which the Society has sustained by 
these grants during the year amounted to 
£272, 2s,6d. The committee rejoiced that 
the schools which have been thus assisted 
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during the year contain 15,282 children, of 
whom 9,652 read in the scriptures. The 
cash and book grants amounted to £358, 7s. 
The following were the number of the 
schools within five miles of the General 
Post Office :— 


Schools. Teachers. Children. 
South..... 84 1,807 16,172 
Bast oes ens 125 2,340 23,355 
West ..... 140 2,316 24,158 
North.... 132 2,448 22,646 

481 8,911 86,331 


These numbers were less than those of the 
preceding year, because they only included 
schools within the limit of a circle of five 
miles of the General Post Office. The 
volume of sacred music entitled the “‘ Union 
Harmonist ” had been completed. The 
maps which had been from time to time 
published by the Union, were about to be 
engraved in a smaller size, and published 
as an Atlas. During the last year the com- 
mittee had undertaken the sale of Bibles 
and Testaments at the Depository. It then 
alluded to the successful efforts made to 
effect a reduction in the price of Bibles and 
Testaments, which was responded to by 
loud and long continued cheering. The 
committee had had the Bibles bound in a 
variety of forms, but they strongly recom- 
mended the Pearl Bible, bound in calf, and 
sold at 2s, 3d., as the most useful for Sun- 
day scholars generally. The sales at the 
depository during the last year amounted to 
£9,140, 3s. 103. The donations received 
amounted to £164, 17s. The whole in- 
come of the Union during the year, appli- 
cable to benevolent purposes, had been 
£1,677, 8s. 3d., while the expenditure (in- 
cluding some grants not yet paid) amounted 
to £1,829, 14s. 9d.) leaving a deficiency of 
£152,6s.6d. Lectures had been delivered 
on various subjects connected with educa- 
tion. Forty-five new members had been 
admitted. The present number of sub- 
scribers was 165, being a clear increase of 
twenty-three. 


RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 


The anniversary of this Society was held 
at Exeter Hall on Friday evening, the 7th 
instant, and was numerously and respect- 
ably attended. In consequence of the ill- 
ness of the treasurer, S. Hoare, Esq., the 
chair was taken by J. Labouchere, Esq. 

The report was read by Mr. W. Jones, 
the travelling and corresponding secretary 
It briefly referred to tract operations in 
foreign parts--as China, Burmah, India, 
Australia, New Zealand, the South Sea 
Islands, Africa, Madagascar, and other 
African islands, Spanish America, Brazils, 
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British Guiana, West Indies, United States 
of America, British North America, New- 
foundland, Labrador, Greenland, France, 
Brittany, Switzerland, Belgium, Holland, 
Spain, Portugal, Germany, Austria, Prussia, 
Saxony, Wurtemburgh, Wallachia, Iceland, 
Sweden, Russia, and the Mediterranean, 
In detailing the home proceedings, the fol. 
lowing grants were reported, in addition to 
twelve libraries for the Orkneys, fifty-three 
for Scotland, and thirty-eight for Ireland— 
namely; — 
51,622 
- 30,730 
ireland ve 0” Cone sbbe eee secccucessccssesse GLOTE 
Sabbath-day circulation ............+.60+. 165,950 
Soldiers, sailors, river and canalmen.... 134,289 
Home Missionary Society agents........ 96,552 
District Visiting, London City and Town 
Missions, Christian Instruction, and 
Other kindred Societies ......0+...0+0+ 


British emigrants .....scsccsereeece cecovs 43,518 
PP PISORETE aekbe cscs . 


Scotland, including the Orkneys.......4+ 
WY dled Monch a.ce cca nee eee ae 


Elospitals ...<...cs0» 9,675 

nion and workh ° ose 6,512 
Railway workmen ........005 e200 essere 54,156 
PTS de fais With we ontes's olais’e eesececees 97,785 
HGACES wiak'saide, «¥ cos sejas.vase 25,405 
Foreigners in England,........ 5,895 
Anti-infidel works .......... 5,225 
Special occasions .......... 52,725 


Miscellaneous, being 418 grants, in- 
cluding tracts for colliers, houseless 
poor, villagers, market people, convict 
ships, hop pickers, &c., including spe- 
cimens to subscribers .........sceeeeeee 791,743 


2,410,195 
The yalue of these sugplies 
AMOUNES tO.....eeeeeeeeeveee £2,706 9s. 5d. 


The libraries granted during the past year 
amount to 250, exclusive of those sent to 
foreign lands, at an expense of £752, 16s, 
4d. The total number of libraries voted 
for Great Britain, since 1832, is 2,111, 
which have called for the appropriation of 
nearly £7,000. The new publications a- 
mount to 159 ; whilst the publications for 
the young, and 18mo., stiff-cover series 
have been considerably reduced in price, 
and increased attention paid to the em- 
bellishments. The publications issued from 
the depository during the year, amount to 
seventeen millions, seven hundred and 
ninety-nine thousand, five hundred and 
' sixty-two, making the total circulation of 
the Society, in about eighty-six languages, 
including the issues of foreign Societies as- 
sisted by the Parent Institution, to exceed 
three hundred and thirty-seven millions. 


Thirteen new Societies have been es- 
tablished during the year. Funds :— 
Contributions from auxiliaries.... £2,114, 14 0 
Donations and Life Subscriptions, 1,006 10 5 
The Annual Subscriptions are ..... pA re) 
Christmas Collecting Cards........ 217 19 6 
Congregational Collections ........ 84 6 3 
Pentonville Ground-rents ......... 4916 3 
Collection at Jast Anniversary...... 66 0 0 
Total benevolent income for the 
year, without deducting the col- 
leetor’s poundage, and tree from 
all charges and expenses what- 
BEVEL cciesccaceccsvertccreccccscses 0,002 15 2 


Being a decrease Of ....++.sseesees. £451 10 10 
Gratuitous Issues, including money 

grants to Foreign Societies, paper 

and publications, libraries........ 7,817 11 10 
Being, beyond the total amount of 

the funds placed at the Society’s 

GISPORAl Sse yicecsereesencrsearcks sue hUDd NOLS) 
Legacies ...... tae ceaes 4 689 14 0 


Total Receipts .....iccsccsesssser es 58,966 12 6 
In conclusion, the report urged the spiritual 
wants of the nations of the world, and called 
for increased support to be given to the So- 
ciety. 


———e 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


The thirty-sixth anniversary of this So- 
ciety was held at Exeter Hall on Monday, 
the 10th of May, and was very numerously 
attended. A few minutes after twelve 
o'clock Lord John Russell took the chair, 
amidst enthusiastic cheering, and imme- 
diately called on the secretary to read the 
report. 

H. Dunn, Esq., then read that document, - 
from which it appeared that the number of 
boys admitted into the Borough school 
during the year had been 659, and of girls 
460, making the total number now entered 
on the books 51,696. The normal schools 
had been carried on with zeal and energy : 
207 candidates had been admitted, which, 


| added to the 27 who were in training on the 


Ist of April, 1840, made 234. Of these 88 
had been appointed to boys’ schools, 63 to 
girls, schools; 17 had proceeded abroad ; 
25 had from various causes proved ineligi- 
ble; and 41 were now under instruction. 
The new buildings in the Borough-road, 
intended to be occupied as the future nor- 
mal seminary, were rapidly advancing. 
The cost of erection would, it was feared, 
be even largerthan was anticipated. There 
would be required £19,200, towards which 
only £14,800 had been received. The 
committee, however, indulged the hope 
that the sum would: soon be realized. In 
reference to general operations, it stated 
that above 200 teachers had been trained; 
51 new schools had been opened; 4 agents 
had been more or less engaged in school in- 
spection ; and 13 new auxiliaries had been 
formed. Twelve hundred schools were 
now on the list of correspondents. The 
report then detailed the Society’s opera- 
tions in various parts of the kingdom, and 
concluded by stating its foreign procedure. 

From the treasurer’s accounts it appear- 
ed, that the total receipts during the past 
year were £5,735, 6s. 4d.; the expenditure 
£5,902, 17s. 11d.; leaving a balance due to 
the treasurer of £167, 11s. 7d. 

It will afford our readers pleasure to learn 
that the following enlightened observations 
fell on this occasion from the noble chair- 
man :— 

“JT find with great surprise and great 
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regret that those who differ from us deny 
to scriptural education the authority and 
claims of religious education. I cannot see 
the ground of such an objection ; I cannot 
discover the pretence why such an imputa- 
tion should be cast upon us—for I am con- 
vinced that if we give a scriptural educa- 
tion, leaving such scriptural education to 
the superintendence of the different minis- 
ters, whether of the church of England, or 
of those who differ from that church upon 
particular points, to explain certain contro- 
versial questions—I am convinced in my 
own mind that if we place the book of 
scriptures before the young, making that a 
part of their education, we are laying the 
foundation of a religious belief. Nor can I 
see that there is any ground for the objection 
which has been taken that the words and 
texts of scripture may be perverted. No 
doubt the teachers who are authorized to 
teach the scriptures to children may betray 
their trust; but if this be true with regard 
to the inspired language of scripture, is it 
not also true with regard to any formularies 
which may be drawn up by any persons or 
any sect? With regard to our own parti- 
cular belief, do we not see that the formu- 
laries and rules which have been drawn up 
by the church of England—formularies and 
rules which have been drawn up by able 
and learned men in days gone by, with the 
professed object of preventing any difficul- 
ties as to the course to be pursued and fol- 
lowed—do we not see those rules, those 
formularies, those works—drawn up, too, 
by those parties—continually perverted and 
misapplied as much, and to as great a de- 
gree, as any which the most mistaken sec- 
tarian or most fanciful individuals in exist- 
ence have ever perverted? Upon what do 
we rely as to construction? We must rely 
in the church of England upon the general 
sense of the great body of the clergy be- 
longing to that church ; and with regard to 
this Society, we rely upon the general sense, 
first, of the conductors of the Society, and 
next, upon all its supporters ; who, if they 
were to see that those who profess to teach 
the words of scripture were departing from 
its sense, would at once abandon the So- 
ciety—because it would be no longer wor- 
thy of their support. I say, then, that by 
teaching children the scriptures in their 
early youth, we have the best security that 
a religious education will be given,and that 
the principles of moral rectitude and moral 
responsibility will be inculcated.” 


LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


The forty-seventh anniversary of this 
institution was held at Exeter Hall, on 
Thursday, the 13th instant. The weather 
was remarkably favourable, and as early as 
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seven o’clock, the body of the large room 
was comfortably filled by a most respecta- 
ble auditory. The chair was not taken till 
nearly ten o'clock, and then every part was 
crowded. It was found desirable to open 
the small hall, and there also a very 
numerous assembly was convened. The 
Right Hon. Viscount Morpeth, M.P., pre- 
sided on the occasion. 

The Rev. J. J. Freeman read one part of 
an abstract of the report, and the Rev. A. 
Tidman the other. It stated that, during 
the past year, seven devoted champions of 
the cross, with a solitary exception all in 
the vigour of manhood, had exchanged the 
sword of the spirit for the crown of glory ; 
and four faithful women who had laboured 
in the gospel had entered into rest. Thir- 
teen others, six males and seven females, 
had been constrained by the sorrows of 
bereavement or exhausted strength to re- 
turn to their native land, the greater part of 
them without the prospect of resuming their 
work. Thus a deduction of 24 had been 
made in the missionary band; but the 
directors had sent out 36 devoted friends, 
either to supply the places of the fallen or 
to enter upon new scenes of holy conflict. 
Their distribution had been as follows :—6 
to Polynesia, 8 to Africa, 8 to the East 
Indies, and 14 to the West Indies. The 
report then glanced at the Society’s opera- 
tions in various parts of the world, and 
stated that whereas in 1837 the number of 
agents was only 357, it was now augmented 
to 691. During the last four years, with a 
single exception, the receipts had fallen 
below the outlay. The excess in that year 
arose solely from the amount of a large 
legacy. The total receipts during the past 
year were, £80,100 ; the outlay, £92,734. 
The sum of £2,500 specially contributed 
on behalf of the widow and family of the 
martyred Williams was included in the 
above debtor and creditor amounts. 


NEW CHAPELS. 


PERSHORE. 


A new and elegant chapel for the use of 
the church and congregation under the pas. 
toral care of the Rev. F. Overbury, was 
opened for divine worship on ‘Thursday, 
April 8. Sermons were preached on the 
occasion by the Rey. A. Reed, D.D., of 
Stepney, the Rev. R. W. Overbury of 
London, and the Rev. J. E. Giles of Leeds; 
and on the following sabbath by the Rev. J. 
E. Giles and the Rev. F. Overbury. The 
congregations were large, and the collec- 
tions very liberal, amounting to the sum of 
£131, which, added to £850 previously sub- 
scribed, forms the noble sum of £981. The 
entire cost is about £1150. The chapel, 
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built in the Gothic style, has excited gene- 
ral admiration for the chasteness of its archi- 
tecture and the commodiousness of its ar- 
rangements. It will accommodate about 
600 persons. All the services were deeply 
interesting, while an increasing attendance 
and manifold tokens of divine approbation 
awaken the lively hope that God is about to 
visit this “hill of Zion” with showers of 
blessing, 


MERTHYR, GLAMORGANSHIRE. 


On Wednesday and Thursday, the 5th 
and 6th of May, 1841, Zion Chapel, Mer- 
thyr, was opened for divine service, when 
the following ministers engaged on the occa- 
sion. The Rev. Messrs. Davies, Victoria ; 
Isaac, Neath; Evans, Llanelly; Jenkins, 
Hengced; Jones, Neath; Thomas, Lanpoter; 
Williams, Lancarvan; Davies and Thomp- 
son of Swansea; Jones of Cardiff; Morris, 
Cowbridge; Davis, Tottenham; and James, 
Bridgend; Lewis, Aberdare; Jones, Cwmve- 
lin; Howells, Hirwaen; Davies, Dowlais ; 
Davies, Bethel; and Wilkins, Zion Chapel. 

The dimensions of the building are 70 
feet by 52 feet, with extensive galleries 
around. It is one of the largest places of 
worship in the principality ; the congrega- 
tions are also encouraging and numerous. 
The amount of debt in erection is £1550, 
but £700 are collected in the church and 
town, with £102 at the opening, making up 
the sum of £802, leaving a debt of £748 yet 
unpaid. The preaching of the cross has 
been made instrumental to save many a 
sinner, and to edify and build the saints in 
their most holy faith. 


NEW CHURCH. 
MARKET RASEN, LINCOLNSHIRE. 


On December 6th, 1840, a commodious 
room was opened in this place (after pre- 
vious arrangement by the Lincolnshire As- 
sociation of Baptists) for the preaching of 
the blessed gospel; since that time the 


“people have crowded to hear, on each 


Lord’s day, the imperishable truths of the 
kingdom. Many have been touched, there 
is reason to hope, by the finger of God, and 
some have been brought to see the com- 
pleteness of their redemption in Christ Je- 
sus, and, after a profession of faith, have 
been sweetly constrained by the ever- 
blessed Spirit, to follow the Saviour’s com- 
mand and glorious example by being pub- 
licly baptized. On Wednesday, April 14th, 
three were baptized by the resident minis- 
ter. On the following evening a church 


% . . . . 
was formed, consisting of nine persons, in- 


cluding the pastor, who was at the same 
time ordained. The services, which were 
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conducted by Rey. J. Craps of Lincoln, and 
Rev. W. Rowe of Killingholme, were very 
impressive. 


ORDINATIONS. 
LEWES. 

On Friday, April 9, the Rev. E. Davis, 
late of Deal, was recognized as pastor of the 
Baptist church in Lewes. The Rev. J. Da- 
vis of London stated the nature of a Chris- 
tian church, and exposed the unscriptural 
character and injurious influence of an es- 
tablished church; the Rev. P. J. Saffery of 
Hastings asked the usual questions, and 
offered the recognition prayer; and the 
Rey. W. Davies of Canterbury delivered 
the charge, from Prov. xi. 30. In the 
evening the Rey. Mr. Soule of Battersea 
preached to the people, who were his for- 
mer charge, from 1 Thess. v. 25, The devo- 
tional exercises of the different services 
were conducted by the Rev. Messrs, J. 
Foster, sen., J. Foster, jun., of Uckfield, and 
T. Davis of Ashford. In the afternoon, a 
large company of ministers and friends 
dined together, after which the Rev. P. J. 
Saffery gave an account of the character and 
extent of some revivals of religion which 
are taking place in the north of England, 
which produced a deep impression on all 
present, and led to other addresses of an in- 
teresting and animated character. The re. 
cognition of Mr, Davis had been preceded 
by a series of revival services. On Tuesday 
evening, the Rev. J. Davis of London 
preached on “Christian doctrine the only 
foundation of Christian practice.’ On 
Wednesday evening, the Rey. P. J. Saffery 
preached on ‘‘ the obligation and encourage- 
ments to seek the salvation of our kindred ;”” 
and on Thursday evening, the Rev. T. Da- 
vis of Ashford preached on ‘‘ the church the 
salt of the earth.” Each morning there was 
an early prayer-meeting, the attendance on 
which continued to increase. The congre- 
gations on each evening were large, and on 
Friday the chapel was crowded throughout 
the day. One most delightful feature in 
these services was the Christian sympathy 
and pleasure which the friends connected 
with the Independent church and congrega- 
tion took in them. Their brotherly love 
will not be forgotten, and its influence can- 
not fail to be beneficial in the town. 


SWANSEA. 


The Rev. David Pughe, of the Baptist 
Academy, Pontypool, was set apart to the 
pastorate of the English Baptist church, at 
Mount Pleasant, Swansea, on Friday, the 
23rd of April. The Rev. D. Davies, read 
the scriptures and prayed ; the introductory 
discourse was delivered by the Rev. C. 
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Thompson ; the Rev. W. Jones offered up 
the ordination prayer; and a charge to the 
minister was delivered by the Rev. Thomas 
Thomas, Pontypool. The solemn service 
was concluded by the Rev. D. Rhys Ste- 
phen, Newport. In the evening, at half- 
past six, the Rev. Thomas Dodd introduced 
the service by reading and prayer; the 
Rey. D. R. Stephen delivered a (liscourse 
to the church on its duties to the pastor; 
and the Rev. D. D. Isaac, Neath, closed 
with prayer. On the following Lord’s day, 
anniversary sermons were delivered by 
Messrs. Thomas and Stephen, and the con- 
gregation contributed generously towards li- 
quidating the debt on the meeting-house. 


WESTMINSTER. 

On Tuesday, May 4, the public recogni- 
tion of Mr. E.R. Hammond, as pastor of 
the church assembling at Romney Street, 
Westminster, took place. Mr. Box of 
Woolwich commenced with reading and 
prayer; Mr. Bowes of Blandford Street 
stated the nature of a gospel church, and 
asked the usual questions; one of the dea- 
cons gave an account of the removal and 
emigration to New South Wales of Mr. 
Hewlett, the late pastor, and the leadings of 
providence in directing the church to Mr. 
Hammond; Mr. H. related his Christian 
experience and the circumstances attending 
his call to the ministry, and made a confes- 
sion of his faith; Mr. Dickerson of Alie 
Street prayed; and Mr. Shirley of Seven- 
oaks gave a most impressive charge, from 
2 Cor. ii. 16. In the evening Mr. Denham 
of Union Yard read and prayed, and Mr. 
Stevens of Meard’s Court preached to the 
people. There was a large attendance, and 
great interest appeared to be excited. The 
prospects of the cause of the Redeemer in 
this place, situated in the centre of a 
densely-peopled neighbourhood, are highly 
encouraging ; twenty-one persons have been 
received into the church within the last 
three months, and several others stand pro- 
posed for admission. 


WORCESTER. 

The Rev. W. Crowe of Hackney has ac- 

cepted a unanimous invitation to the pastor- 

ate of the Baptist church at Worcester, 

and expects to enter upon his stated labours 
in that city early in June. 


.~DOWNTON, WILTSHIRE. 


The Rey. G. Woodrow, who has recently 
resigned the charge of the Baptist church 
at Wokingham, Berkshire, has received a 
unanimous invitation to become pastor of 
the Particular Baptist church at Downton, 
where he is expected to commence his stated 
labours on the first Lord’s day in July. 
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PADSTOW, CORNWALL, 


The Rev. John Dore, late of Trowbridge, 
has accepted the unanimous invitation of the 
Baptist church here to the pastoral office. 
A new chapel, twenty-nine feet by forty- 
four in the clear, with a vestry twenty-nine 
feet in length was opened for the use of this 
church on the 13th of January last, and we 
are informed that the prospects of this infant 
cause are encouraging. 


CHATHAM. 

The Rev. S. Packer, late of Chelsea, has 
accepted a unanimous invitation from the 
Baptist church meeting at Providence Cha- 
pel, Brook, Chatham, to become their pas- 
tor, and will enter on his labours the first 
sabbath in June. 


RECENT DEATHS. 


MR. W. MILLARD. 

Died at Bedford, on the 14th of January, 
Mr. William Millard, in his eighty-ninth 
year. He was for fifty-five years a consist- 
ent member, and for nearly the same time a 
jadicious deacon, of the Baptist church at 
Ridgmount, whose peace and prosperity 
have been much promoted, in critical times, 
by his highly valued counsel and very libe- 
ral pecuniary aid. 


MRS. ASHWOOD. 

Died at Ridgmount, Beds, April 27, in 
her fifty-first year, Mrs. Ashwood, relict of 
the late Mr. Joseph Ashwood. She was a 
member of the Baptist church in the above 
place for thirty-one years. She was for se- 
veral years the subject of heavy bodily af- 
fliction, which was borne with Christian 
resignation, 


MRS. SWAINE. 

Died at Olney, Bucks, on Wednesday, 
April the 21st, Mrs, Maria Swaine, wife 
of Mr, John Swaine, in the forty-first year 
of her age. For more than sixteen years 
she had been a professed and consistent 
disciple of Jesus Christ. She was_ first 
united with the Baptist church at Maze 
Pond, under the pastoral care of the late 
Rey. Isaac Mann. On the event of her: 
marriage she was dismissed to the Baptist 
church at Olney, where she continued until 
removed to the mansions above. Her last 
illness, which was protracted through seve- 
ral months, she bore with remarkable pa- 
tience and resignation, although at times 
her sufferings were exceedingly severe. - 
The principles which she professed sus- 
tained her when passing through the dark 
valley; and, at length, in the exercise of 
firm and unwavering faith, she calmly fell 
asleep in Jesus. 
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‘ MR. T. BARTLE. 

Died at Soham, May 3, 1841, after a very 
trying affliction of eighteen months, Mr. 
Thomas Bartle, aged sixty years. He had 
been a member of the Baptist church in that 
place twenty-two years. 


MRS. WILLs. 

Died, on the 3rd of May, sincerely and 
deservedly lamented, Mary Ann, the affec- 
tionate and beloved wife of the Rev. Francis 
Wills, minister of the Baptist Chapel, Mil- 
ford, Hants, aged forty-one years, 


MISS COX. 


If it be wiser to omit than to record the 
circumstances attendant on the departure of 
a large proportion of those who, though 
they die in the Lord, and die happily, pos- 
sess nothing peculiarly characteristic or in- 
structiveintheirhistory; yet itseems proper, 
for the benefit especially of the rising genera- 
tion, to preserve the memory of juvenile 
piety. It is not as dying remarkably, but 
as dying early, with the freshness of youth 
and the dew of religion upon them, that the 
young claim a distinct memorial. What- 
ever may tend to prepare those who are 
coming into life for going out of it, though it 
were only a solemn declaration of the fact, 
may be worthy of a page likely to meet 
many eyes, and, by a divine blessing, affect 
many hearts. 

Miss Sarah Fanny Cox, who was the 
only remaining daughter of the Rev. Dr. 
Cox, of Hackney, departed the present life, 
after a lingering consumption, on the 11th 
of May, having nearly completed her fif- 
teenth year. She was born on the 28th of 
July, 1826. During the former years of her 
brief existence, religion had no attractions 
for her; and some of her friends thought she 
was more than usually indifferent, consider- 
ing the advantages she had always possessed. 
Her conduct notwithstanding was correct, 
her love of sincerity and truth strikingly ap- 
parent, her spirit amiable, and she evinced 
no opposition to the gospel. Her religious 

“insensibility, however, is the more worthy 
of record because, considered in relation to 
the sequel, it is adapted to encourage pa- 
rental prayers and assiduities, and to induce 

churches to regard the young plants grow- 
ing in Christian families at least with hope 
and desire. 

Her conversion appears to have been 
effected by no single means, but by a com- 
bined instrumentality which the Holy Spirit 
employed to accomplish the end. This con- 
sisted of the ministry, and in connexion 
with it sabbath evening exercises at home, 
especially the pointed conversation of one 
of her governesses, the Misses Vines, at 
school, and the intercourse of a young friend 


jin the same establishment. This young 


lady materially aided her in making a pub- 
lic profession, which she did hy joining her 
father’s church at the age of twelve. Some 
time previously she took part in the tuitions 
of the Sunday school, and then readily co- 
operated in benevolent efforts. 

The first very decided attack of disease 
ensued upon a severe cold, through being 
caught in a heavy shower of rain, when en- 
gaged in efforts to promote the missionary 
cause. Still the manifestations of disorder 
possessed for a long time a character of in- 
certitude, and strong hopes were entertained, 
from the opinions expressed by physicians, 
of an entire recovery by careful manage- 
ment. For this purpose the usual prescrip- 
tions of change of air were resorted to, 
and her affliction at once alleviated by the 
administrations of medicine, and the con. 
soling truths of the gospel, as given both at 
home and by her pious physician in Devon- 
shire. It pleased God, however, to frus- 
trate the hopes and deny the prayers of 
affection, for reasons too deep for sense to 
fathom, but too wise, though unexplained, 
for mortals to dispute. 

During her two years of approach to dis- 
solution, which approach, however, became 
only decidedly visible within a few months, 
the calmness of her spirit and the maturity 
of her Christian principle displayed them. 
selves, Her remaining life was one conti- 
nual, and, for so young a disciple, extraor- 
dinary act of entire acquiescence in the will 
of God. She not only did not murmur, but 
desired nothing otherwise, and felt that 
everything was perfectly and undeniably 
right. Her conscientiousness was extreme, 
and her love to scripture and to prayer pre- 
eminent. This is not offered as an incense 
to her memory, for that could not reach her 
now, but as an humble acknowledgment of 
the power of grace and the love of God. 
When death had received his final commis- 
sion, she fell in a tranquil triumph into the 
arms of her Saviour; and left us sorrowing 
for her, yet rejoicing with her, as ‘‘ absent 
from the body, present with the Lord.” 

We omit dying sayings, however satisfac- 
tory, but subjoin two short extracts from 
letters. The first was addressed by her to 
one of her valued governesses. ‘I trust I 
can say, a change has taken place within 
me: every desire seems opposed to my 
former self. I trust I now do everything 
from a higher motive than formerly, and feel 
the love of Christ constraining me. Oh! 
what love he displayed in dying for all that 
come unto him !—this was boundless love 
indeed. Last Thursday I went before the 
church; I trust God was with me to 
strengthen me, for I felt it rather trying to 
go before so many witnesses. Ever shall [ 
have to praise that God who placed me un- 
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der your kind instructions. Much of my 
happiness I now trace to your faithful con- 
versation with me. E. also often pressed 
me, when she knew my state of mind, to 
decision. I shall ever bless God for know- 
ing her. She often used to quote this pas- 
sage, ‘If ye love me, keep my command- 
ments.’ ” 

The following is the testimony of the 
young friend referred to. ‘* How must you 
rejoice to think that she was enabled in 
early life to surrender herself publicly to 
the service of the dear Redeemer. 
that time I can bear testimony to her anxious 
desire for the promotion of the kingdom of 
Christ in the conversion of sinners. Hav- 
ing herself tasted that the Lord was gracious, 
she burned with love and zeal to tell to 
others what they lost, even in this life, by 
wilfully neglecting the offers of mercy ; but 
never can | forget her earnestness in tellin 
them what they would lose in the life to 
come. Sheis now reaping the reward of 
the faithful, and ascribing glory to him to 
whom all glory alone is due.” 


MR. HARRIS. 

Died, at St. Alban’s, May 14, 1841, Mr. 
William Harris. He was for many years a 
valued deacon of the Baptist church in that 
town; and, after having passed through 
sufferings unusually protracted and severe, 
finished his course in peace, aged seventy 
years. 


MISCELLANEA. 


THE BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION, 
PONTYPOOL, 

The secretaries of this institution have in. 
formed us that the committee has deputed 
the Rey. John James of Bridgend, Glamor- 
gan, to visit London this summer to solicit 
subscriptions and donations in aid of its 
objects. Twenty young men have enjoyed 
the advantages of the institution during the 
past year. Other deputations are about to 
be appointed for Liverpool, Birmingham, 
and Bristol. 

RESIGNATIONS. 

The Rev. C. H. Harcourt, having re. 
signed the charge of the Baptist church at 
Newcastle-under-Lyne, will be at liberty 
after the 13th instant. 


The Rev. S. Couling informs us that his 
ministerial engagement with the Baptist 
church at Martham, near Yarmouth, will 
terminate on the last Lord’s day in July, 
and that he is open to an invitation to sup- 
ply any destitute church. 


On Monday, May 3, the Rev. Joseph 
Davis resigned his pastoral charge over 


From. 
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the Baptist church meeting in Church St., 
Blackfriars, when he met the church and 
congregation at a social tea party. After 
tea, he was presented by the girls of the 
scripture class with a copy of “ Elijah,” by 
Krummacher; and by the boys of the 
scripture class with “Elisha,” and “The 
Kingdom of Grace,” by the same author; 
with suitable inscriptions, expressing their 
attachment to Mr. Davis, and gratitude for 
his ministerial instructions. The church and 
congregation then gave Mr. Davis the 
works of President Edwards and Howe, 
elegantly bound in russia, containing the 
following inscription, ‘“‘Presented to the 
Rey. Joseph Davis, by the Baptist church 
meeting in Church Street, Blackfriars Road, 
London, on his retiring from his pastoral 
duties ; asa token of their love to him, and 
a memorial of their gratitude to God, for 
his faithful and affectionate services amongst 
them during the last ten years; with their 
most fervent prayers, that God may still 
bless his ministrations to the conversion of 
many sinners, and the promotion of his own 
glory.” After this, Mr. Davis was request- 
ed to accept a purse containing seventy so- 
vereigns. The whole church were greatly 
affected, and testified their deep regret that 
they should not longer be favoured with the 
instructions of their esteemed pastor, united 
with their earnest desire for his future suc. 
cess, wherever he may be called to labour 
in the cause of Christ. 


MARRIAGES. 

At the Baptist Meetinghouse, Soham, by 
the Rev. Joseph Green, April 22nd, 1841, 
Mr. Witt1Am Marxkuam, to Miss Han- 
NAH LEVET, both of Soham. 


At the Particular Baptist Chapel, Smar- 
den, by the Rev. W. Syckelmoore, April 
29, 1841, Mr. STEPHEN WEEKS to Miss 
CHARLOTTE SHARP; both of Egerton. 


At Maulden, Beds, by the Rey. J. H. 
Brooks, May 12,1841, Mr. CHarLes Dar- 
BEY, farmer, of Magpie Hall, Marstone, to 
Mrs. CoLEmAN, of the same place. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


THe respected Treasurer of the Bible 
Translation Society, Mr. Beeby, being about 
to visit India, all remittances for that insti- 
tution must, for the present, be transmitted 


to the Secretary, the Rev. Edward Steane, 
Camberwell. 


Many ministers complain that their cor- 
respondents whose letters require answers 
often neglect to inclose postage stamps; and 
the editor has great and increasing reason to 


believe that their complaints are not un- 
founded. 
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ENTALLY NATIVE SCHOOL ROOM AND CHAPEL. 

Enriuty is a district in the suburbs of Calcutta, contigtious to the Circular Road, 
and within ten minutes’ walk of our Mission Press. 

The engraving on the other side represents the premises, lately erected there by 
our missionaries, for which purpose the munificent donation of £1,000 was 
presented, by an anonymous friend, to our late brother, Mr. W. H. Pearce. 

The school-room is lofty, spacious, and well ventilated. It measures inside 
90 feet by 40, with a verandah the whole length, affording an agreeable shelter from 
the burning tays of a tropical sun. At the east end are two large and commodious 
class-rooms, measuring 26 feet by 16. The school-room will accommodate from 
400 to 500 pupils. It was opened on the 8rd of February, 1840; and there are now 
in attendance between 200 and 300 native youths. Many of these belong to the 
higher classes, to whom the school affords the only opportunity of hearing the 
gospel clearly explained and faithfully applied. 

The chapel adjoining, calculated to seat 300 persons, is neatly fitted up. The 
native church and congregation, connected with the Christian Institution, assemble 
here, and it will be a convenient spot for holding annual or occasional meetings of 
the different native churches in and around Calcutta. It is also hoped that the 
brethren will be enabled to carry out their plan of delivering in this building pub- 
lic lectures on the evidences and doctrines of Christianity, in conformity with the 
intention of the generous friend at whose expense both the school-room aud chapel 
were erected, 

An interesting specimen of the manner in which Christian instruction is begin- 
ning to tell upon the Brahminical system, was afforded at the annual public 
examination, in January last, of the flourishing seminary under the able direction 
of Dr. Duff and his associates, connected with the Scottish Mission. On this oc- 
casion, a young Hindu, named Mahendra, read in public an able essay, wholly 
coinposed by himself, in which he takes a rapid review of the leading branches of 
Hindu literature, science, philosophy, and theology; and shows, in succession, 
how sound knowledge must inevitably demolish the whole. The conclusion, which 
was enunciated in an impressive tone, is verbatim as follows :— 

“ Such is Hinduism, and such the influence of sound knowledge upon it. 
how fatal that influence is to the literature, science, and religion of Himdustan—how it over- 
turns Hindu customs and manners! In fact, it overturns everything Hindu. With the Hindus 
everything and all things are incorporated with their religion. ‘Their sciences, their arts are 
all revealed from heaven. If, therefore, in any way their science is overthrown, their religion 
is also overthrown with it. he religion of the Hindus mixes with their legislation, fashions 
their habits, fixes their customs, establishes their institutions, forms their national character 
Their religion guides their science, and controls every branch of intellectual pursuit. Vindet 
therefore, their religion, and you undo the whole system of Hinduism. The citadel of Hise 
duism is the religion of the country. Attack, capture that citadel, the system of Hmduism 
lies a conquered territory, And it is the science and religion of Christendom which have 
now encompassed round about that citadel. Several of its walls are beaten down, though still 
it is not surrendered. But we hope, ere long, the faith and science of Chrisendor shall 
fully be established in India. The resplendent Sun of Revelation hath darted forth to the 
eyes of benighted India, But, alas! alas! our countrymen are still asleep, still sleeping the 


sleep of death. Rise up, ye sons of India, arise, see the glory of the S i 
y “4 ? 2 f ~) ! 
Beauty is around you, life blooms before you; why, why wil ye alee "Ge eae “death 


And shall we who have drunk in that beauty, we who have seen that life, shall we not awake 


our poor countrymen? Come what will, ours will be tl i 
cIntben akatusevesiie Ende, will be the part, the happy part, of arousing the 


‘ Shall we whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high, 
Shall we to men benighted 
The lamp of life deny ? 


Salvation! Oh salvation ! 

_The joyful sound proclaim, 
Till each remotest nation 

Has learnt Messiah’s name.’ ” 


We have seen ~ 


re 
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FORTY-NINTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 


On Sabbath-day, April 25th, Sermons as usual were preached on behalf of the 
Mission in a great majority of our chapels, in and around London. A list of the 
collections, as far as they have been paid in at Fen Court, will be found at the close. 
‘To prevent misconception, it should be added, that, in two or three instances, the col- 
lections are not reported separately, our friends preferring that the amount should be 
blended with the sums raised by the respective Congregational Auxiliaries, 

The open Committee on Tuesday morning, the 27th, was attended by a large 
concourse of ministering brethren from various parts of the country, as well as 
resident in the metropolis. The Treasurer being unavoidably absent, the chair was 
filled by Thomas Pewtress, Esq., of Camberwell. Prayer was offered by the Rev. 
Benjamin Godwin, of Oxford ; and the principal minutes of Committee during the past 
year were read for the information of the brethren present. Two highly interesting 
letters, which had just arrived from our Missionary friends Clarke and Prince, dated 
from “ King Bell’s House, on the Cameroons River, Western Africa,’ were then 
communicated to the meeting; at the close of which the Rey. Samuel Nicholson, 
of Plymouth, at the request of the Chairman, embodied the universal sentiment 
excited by their perusal in hearty thanksgivings to God for the preservation of our 
beloved brethren hitherto, and in earnest supplication that his presence and blessing 
may continue to attend them. 

On Wednesday, the 28th, at eleven, public worship commenced at the Poultry 
Chapel (the use of which had been most cheerfully granted by the Rev. John 
Clayton, Jun., and his friends) with reading the 72nd Psalm, and prayer by the Rev. 
George Pritchard. A very interesting and instructive discourse was then delivered 
by the Rev. Jonn Harris, D.D., of Cheshunt College, from Rom. ii. 22, “ Thou that 
abhorrest idols, dost thow commit sacrilege 2” and the concluding prayer was offered 
_ by the Rev. Henry Dowson, the successor of our late venerable friend, Dr. Steadman, 
in the pastorate at Westgate Street Chapel, Bradford. The hymns were read by . 
“the Rev. Thomas Morris, of Portsea. The collection was 60/. 13s. 10d. In the 

evening, a large assembly met at Surrey Chapel, when the Rev. J. J. Davius, of 
Tottenham, preached a solemn and awakening sermon, from Isa, vi. 11, ‘‘ Then said 
I, Lord, how long?” Prayer was offered before the sermon by the Rey, John 
Simmons, of Bluntisham, and after it by the Rev. James Sherman, the highly es- 
teemed minister of the chapel. The hymns were read by the Rev. B. Lewis, of 
‘Trinity Chapel, Southwark, and the Rev. John Green, of Norwich. The collection 
amounted to 46, 4s. 2d. 

The Annual Meeting of the Society was held on Thursday morning, the 25th, at 
Exeter Hall, and although the weather an hour or two previously was unfayourable, 
the numbers present were, as far as we could judge, fully equal to those of last year. 
At ten, the chair was taken by W. B. Gurney, Esq., Treasurer, and after the singing 
of a hymn, the Rey. J. H. Hinton implored the divine blessing. £65 
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The Cuarrman rose, and said—I trust we 
all feel it to be a privilege to be engaged in 
any measure, however humble, in the promo- 
tion of that cause which has assembled us here 
to-day. We are permitted to attend success- 
ive anniversaries of a Society commenced be- 
fore the larger number of those now present 
began to live. It was commenced in faith, 
and with small means, but God has prospered 
it. Under the providence of God, funds have 
been created, and missionaries have been sent 
forth. Those who first formed it, who have 
passed from the present scene and entered 
into rest, were privileged to attend meetings, 
not so large as this, but in which their hearts 
rejoiced in seeing the blessing of God resting 
on the Society in India—they were permitted 
to see that the Scriptures were translated into 
many tongues—that superstition in Eastern 
Asia was loosened, and that many were called 
from darkness to God’s marvellous light. The 
Report to be presented this day from that field 
will show that the work of the Lord is still 
going on, that the translation and circulation 
of the Scriptures have been proceeding to a 
larger extent than heretofore, that many have 
been converted to God, that superstition is 
yielding, and that there is a general expecta- 
tion that a new state of things is about to 
arise, and a new religion to be introduced. 
The Report will also direct your attention to 
another field in which the Society has been 
now for twenty-seven years carrying on its 
operations. After the first formation of this 
Society, circumstances led to the establish- 
ment of a mission in Jamaica, and in the course 
of the past year that mission has been blessed 
beyond any former period of its existence, in 
the numbers added to the churches, and in 
the spirit displayed by them, and more espe- 
cially in that interest which they have cherish- 
ed, not merely in the temporal, but in the 
spiritual welfare of their father-land. I trust, 
however, that your attention will be much di- 
rected this day to the interest which those 
poor members of our churches have taken, and 
to the sacrifices which that interest has in- 
duced them to make, in order that the Gospel 
may be sent to Africa. You will also hear in 
the Report of the arrival of our missionaries 
on the coast of Africa, and the commence- 
ment of their labours. I trust that what we 
shall hear will more deeply than ever interest 
our hearts in connexion with that great field 
of missionary labour, and while our sable 
friends in Jamaica are praying for the success 
of that effort, that we shall unite with them, 
and if they make pecuniary exertions, that we 
shall be ready to make still more, in order 
that additional missionaries may be sent, and 
that those who are now sitting in darkness 
may see the light of life. We stand, as it 
were, on holy ground. I trust we shall feel 
that we are engaged in a sacred cause, and 
that all the proceedings of this day will be not 
merely a source of entertainment, but also of 
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improvement to our hearts, and will tend to 
render us more devoted than ever, under the 
Divine blessing, to the promotion of the Re- 
deemer’s cause. 

The Rey. J. Dyer then read the Report, 
which commenced with the continent of India, 
where it stated that the Society had been ex- 
ercised with a succession of bereavements and 
afflictions such as had never before been ex- 
perienced in a single year; additions, how- 
ever, had been made to the churches, and 
several Biblical Translations reported last year 
as in progress had been completed. The na- 
tive Christian Institution in Entally appeared 
fully to justify the expectations which had 
been formed regarding it. All the advices 
through the year continued to speak of the 
blessing attending the labours of the brethren 
in Ceylon. On examining the returns handed 
in from the different churches in Jamaica, it 
appeared that the number of members in full 
communion was now 27,706, being nearly 
3,000 more than last year ; of enquirers the 
number was stated to be 18,984; marriages 
celebrated 1,256. The accounts of the schools 
had not yet arrived. The Report then re- 
ferred to the various other stations in the West 
Indies, all of which were in a very flourishing 
condition. After alluding to the establishment 
of a new Mission in Western Africa, it ad- 
verted to home proceedings. During the past 
year, 17 missionaries had been sent forth, exe 
clusive of 5 female teachers who accompanied 
Mr. Knibb. In reference to the funds, it 
stated that the receipts of the year amounted 
to 26,656. 17s. 2d., being an excess of 7,322. 
5s. 4d. above the income of the preceding. 
The expenses had, meanwhile, increased in 
an equal proportion. They had amounted, 
including the balance against the Society at 
the beginning of the year, to 28,615/. 10s. 6d., 
leaving a balance due to the Treasurer of 
1,958. 13s. 4d. 

The Rev. T. 8. Crisp rose to move— 

“ That the Report be received and printed, and that 
while this meeting hows with submission to the provi- 
dential dispensations of God, it records its gratitude for 
the continued blessings of His grace, and finds in past 
bereavements a fresh occasion for confidence in Him, 
in whom alone is ‘ everlasting strength.’ ” 

There is in this resolution a character which 
almost unavoidably attaches to everything 
human. There is a mixture in it—a mixture 
of light and shade, of the gloomy and the joy- 
ful; and a call upon us—a loud call for fer- 
vent gratitude, and an equal call for patient 
submission. Perhaps we are not to be sur- 
prised at this. The institutions of man must 
partake of man’s frailty; and societies, how- 
ever formed, by whomsoever supported, con- 
tain in them no security against the inroads of 
death, nor against the changes which sickness, 
united with death, occasions. Sad changes, 
indeed, when, as in the present instance, the 
young at the commencement of their labours, 
and giving high promise, and the faithful long- 
tried servant of God who has borne much of 
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the heat of the day, are both cut off; and 
when also by sickness those who are occupy- 
ing stations for which they seem to be emi- 
nently fitted, are driven from such places of 
labour, and by their feebleness, though not 
dishonoured by the Head of the church, yet 
seem for a short time to be as instruments 
whom, in His mysterious providence, he lays 
aside. ‘he Report records changes like these, 
setting forth at its very commencement this 
mournful intelligence, and a greater number 
of afflictions and trials have been experienced 
during the present, than in any former year. 
What shall we say to this? Our faith re- 
sponds, ‘‘ Even so, Father, for so it seemeth 
good in thy sight.” The motion calls upon us 
to submit. We do so, not only because God 
has a right to determine the way and the mea- 
sure in which he may see fit to put our faith 
to the trial, but because we ought to feel as- 
sured that in all his dispensations there is a 
wisdom operating upon too large a scale for us 
to grasp, and therefore containing much in it 
that is incomprehensible ; and, moreover, be- 
cause there is goodness in all his dealings, 
which, however much it may he hidden at 
present, will shine forth at some future period 
with greater lustre. It is only for us patiently, 
and in faith, to wait for this period of revelation, 
assured, as we may well be, and ought to be, 
that the great future will disclose many of the 
purposes of God which those very crosses 
were the most effectual means of accomplish- 
ing, and perhaps will bring to light some evils 
which could in no other way than this have 
been so effectually removed. And, certainly, 
this great future will show that God has put 
upon his servants great honour by these trials 
of faith, which are both intended, and certainly 
will be, to their praise and glory, as well as 
to his own honour. The resolution speaks, 
however, not merely of submission to bereave- 
ments and afflictions, but of something more— 
of confidence, that confidence in God which 
we may well feel, when we can, as we often 
delight to do, contrast the littleness, and in- 
significance, and insufficiency of the creature 
with the power and all-sufficiency of our great 
-€reator and Redeemer. Instruments must 
fail, mortal vigour will fail, agents must die, 
but the great Author—the great Head of the 
church—he who is the head over all things to 
his church, yet lives. He will carry on his 
designs to the very end. Amidst all the vast 
and complicated machinery by which these 
designs are effected, there can be no confu- 
sion to his eyes; and amidst all that may be 
harassing to us, He, with calm, perfect, entire, 
infinite satisfaction looks upon the issue. What- 
ever be the afflictions and disappointments to 
which we are sometimes called to submit, they 
can no more affect the certain accomplish- 
ment of his great ends, than the mere falling 
of the leaf in the forest may be considered to 
affect the great power of vegetation throughout 
the globe. ‘There is, however, one remark 


which I would venture to add to these, that 
confidence in God is not merely becoming in 
us, and absolutely incumbent upon us, it is 
not merely that exercise of mind which is de- 
manded from us towards God, at all times, and 
under all circumstances; but this very con- 
fidence, tried as it may be, ought to be re- 
garded as affecting the character and the suec- 
cess of our missionary efforts. It has often 
been said that success will materially depend 
on our exertions being conducted in the spirit 
which belongs to such efforts. We were for- 
cibly reminded yesterday that the main efficacy 
of the donations given to such objects depend- 
ed, not so much upon their amount, as upon 
the spirit in which they were made. On the 
same principle we may expect that our exer- 
tions will be most acceptable to God, and most 
prospered by him, when they are pervaded by 
this very spirit of confidence. In the exercise 
of confidence we can at all times ]ook through 
the dark cloud and see his face still shining. 
If we honour him he will honour us. But I 
would not proceed in what might seem to have 
the appearance of a somewhat mournful strain. 
I would not dwell too much upon this point, 
especially as God himself is furnishing us with 
matter for congratulation and praise. We are 
called upon by the resolution itself to think 
on what God has done, in what it terms, ‘the 
continued exercise of his grace.” Surely we 
need not doubt that he has been with our So- 
ciety, meeting together as we are at nearly the 
close of half a century—within the verge of a 
jubilee. The Society, as you, Sir, have stated, 
was at first feeble in its resources, and humble 
in its efforts, but it has grown if not to a 
mighty, yet to a powerful Institution. It has 
continued to add to its agency, to enlarge its 
sphere of operation, and not only has it been 
encouraged, but almost compelled, to do this 
by its success. It has passed through great 
difficulties, by which it has sometimes been 
almost overwhelmed, but God has safely con- 
ducted it through them all. It would partake 
as much of folly as of sin, if we doubted for a 
moment that he would continue to exercise 
this grace towards us hereafter, If our grati- 
tude be genuine it will be ardent. We have 
only to turn our eyes to the East and to the 
West, to feel assured that we have cause to 
thank God and take courage. 

Rey. W. G. Lewis (of Chatham) said— 
The resolution which has been submitted to 
this meeting, leads us to the interesting duty 
of reviewing the dispensations of Divine pro- 
vidence, as illustrated by the movements of 
this Society, If we consider it as one pecu- 
liarity of the Divine administration, that the 
all-wise disposer of events delights in achiey- 
ing the most magnificent results by the smallest 
means, then, for an illustration of this prin- 
ciple, we refer to what this Society was in its 
origin, and to what it is now. Can we refer 
to the cireumstances under which its sup- 
porters first assembled, small in numbers, op- 
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posed by many of their brethren who could 
not see with them, and were not prepared to 
adopt their motto, ‘Attempt great things, and 
expect great things ;” and can we conceive, for 
a moment, that they could have anticipated 
such results as have ensued from their efforts. 
This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes. Another peculiarity apparent 
in the dispensation of Divine providence 1s 
this, of educing the sweetest mercies from 
events which presented at one time the most 
appalling and terrific aspects. Many of the 
circumstances in which the Directors of this 
Society have been placed might receive an 
illustration from the weather of this day, The 
appearances of this morning were exceedingly 
gloomy, but how altered is the scene. Some, 
perhaps, were indulging apprehensions that 
the room would be far too large for the com- 
pany, but the clouds have cleared away, the 
sun has shone out upon us brightly and cheerily, 
and we are favoured to meet together with a 
large number of warm-hearted Christians, ready 
to unite heart and soul in their expressions of 
gratitude for what our heavenly Father has al- 
ready done for us, and in united, fervent, and 
persevering prayer for the promised, abundant 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. May I be al- 
lowed to refer to one or two events in the his- 
tory of this Society, which appear to illustrate 
the sentiment we have avowed? I am re- 
minded, in the first instance, of the fire at Se- 
rampore, the melancholy intelligence of which 
was read with deep regret in this country; 
but instead of this Institution suffering loss by 
it, it received an impulse which had not been 
expected, it derived strength from those trials, 
and went forward from strength to strength, 
achieving new triumphs, and rejoicing in a 
fresh accumulation of energy. We are 
reminded of another event, the violent 
persecution that arose in Jamaica, and the 
attempt to suppress Christianity by burning 
down our chapels, as though the destruc- 
tion of the materials of which their houses 
were constructed would be the means of sup- 
pressing the influence of Divine grace in their 
minds, or retarding, even for a moment, the 
progress of the Gospel of Christ. That cir- 
cumstance has been permitted, under Divine 
agency, to illustrate an interesting truth of 
Revelation, that our heavenly Father will 
make the wrath of man to praise him, and the 
remainder of that wrath he will restrain. The 
resolution I am called upon to second, ex- 
presses feelings of mingled pleasure and pain, 
sorrow and joy, regret and gratitude. We 
will not, on the present occasion, dwell on the 
painful events which have occurred during 
the past year, but while with reverence we bow 
to the will of our Father which is in heaven, 
may we not cherish the persuasion that these 
events will become blessings in their turn, and 
that those portions of the present dealings of 
God, which we cannot yet comprehend, will 
hereafter, either in the history of this Society 
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on earth, or at a future and more glorious pe- 
riod, receive a satisfactory elucidation? May 
we not attend to the voice of our Divine 
Master, as speaking to us through these mourn- 
ful providences, and saying, “ What Ido thou 
knowest not now, but thou shalt know here- 
after?’ Let me then be allowed to advert for 
a moment to that delightful spot Jamaica, not 
to overlook other spots of beauty and moral 
glory by which Jamaica is surrounded ; but 
as Jamaica was itself the chief scene of oppres- 
sion and violence, the selected field where the 
great battle was to be fought between oppress- 
ion and Christianity, the scene from whence 
the triumphs of the Gospel were to be an- 
nounced and resounded throughout the world, 
and to be rehearsed from generation to gene- 
ration, until the close of time. Let us refer 
for a moment or two to the present aspect of 
this delightful island, as contrasted with its 
past history; and here I am reminded of the 
reflections we were wont to hear cast on the 
negro character by their unrighteous oppress- 
ors. We were told, for instance, in excuse 
for the cruelties inflicted on them, that we 
were not to regard them as men—that they 
were not to be considered as intelligent beings 
—that there was something in the physical 
constitution of the negro, that rendered -him 
unfit for intellectual attainments, and inca- 
pable of human sympathies. Then the most 
fearful predictions in reference to the results 
that might be anticipated from emancipation, 
on account of the low degraded state of 
the moral character of the negro population, 
were uttered again and again. We were, for 
instance, to be persuaded, that in the same 
hour in which the emancipation of the slave 
in the West Indies should be announced, we 
might expect to hear of their hands being dyed 
in the blood of the European inhabitants of 
those islands. But how gloriously has the re- 
sult defeated all those cruel and interested in- 
sinuations. May we not perceive, in what has 
been done in that part of the world, through 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, an illustra- 
tion of the sovereignty of Divine influence, a 
display of the infinite condescension and bound- 
less merey of Him, who has chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things 
that are mighty, and things that are not to 
bring to nought the things that are, that no 
flesh might glory in his presence. The inha- 
bitants of the West Indies have been rescued 
from a two-fold slavery, that of the oppression 
of their hard-hearted task-masters, and the 
more degrading moral slavery which they had 
too long endured in the service of sin and 
Satan. Those who look on their two-fold 
emancipation at the present time, instead of 
regarding them with distrust and doubt, if they 
look at the present state of religion there with 
proper Christian feelings, are compelled to ac- 
knowledge that God has led them forward be- 
yond ourselves. So that while we are making 
complaints, from time to time, of the low state 
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of religion among us, while we are lament- 
ing the divisions, distractions, and confusions, 
which prevail in our churches, while we are 
regretting that, as compared with the instru- 
mentality employed, success is but small; in 
the West Indies there appears, in the spiritual 
blessings communicated by the means em- 
ployed, something analogous to the fruitfulness 
of the soil, and the rapidity with which the 
natural vegetation proceeds and advances. The 
seed is no sooner scattered, than the showers 
of Heaven descend upon it; even while the 
seedsman is going forth scattering the word, 
the seed immediately begins to vegetate, and 
at the close of every service those who have 
laboured in the service for God and for the 
salvation of souls, are encouraged by the anxi- 
ous enquiries of multitudes, of ‘* What shall 
we do to be saved?” Even at this time then 
it may be said of the operations of this So- 
ciety, and peculiarly in reference to the cause 
Ihave alluded to, ‘ What hath God wrought!” 
I was delighted with the allusion made, by the 
speaker who preceded me, to the proof that 
was afforded of the consistency in conduct 
and deportment of those who professed the 
Gospel in Jamaica. Yes ; from private sources 
of information, as well as from the communi- 
cations of our missionaries, those of us who 
have given attention to this subject learn, from 
time to time, that the Gospel has indeed taught 
them to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
and to live soberly, righteously, and godly in 
this present world. While these cheering 
appearances are presented in the West Indies, 
we must not conclude, because the nume- 
rical evidence of success in the East Indies 
is so different, that nothing has been doing 
there, and that no demonstrations of the Di- 
vine power have attended the labours of our 
brethren in that part of the world. They have 
~ Indeed, been employed in adifferent description 
of labour, but it is one which, so far from pro- 
mising inferior results to those which have 
_ issued from the exertions of our brethren in 
the West Indies, in a future day promises a 
much larger degree of influence. ‘heir chief 
work has been translating and publishing the 


_-sacred Scriptures in the different dialects, so 


that the teeming myriads of the East may each 
of them read in their own tongue the precious 
Word of truth. The process is more slow, 
the difficulties with which they have to con- 
tend are entirely of a different order, and much 
time is required for the development of the full 
measure of success on what has been accom - 
plished ; but who is there that places the least 
faith in the Divine word, who is there that 
believes that promise, “ My word shall not 
return unto me void, but shall accomplish that 
for which it was sent,” that has a moment’s 
misgiving as to the result of the operations of 
this Society in the East Indies. Many of 
those who laboured in that part of the world, 


at the commencement of the work, have gone | 


to their rest, but successors have been raised 
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up, of whom it may be said, “‘ Other men have 
laboured, and they have entered into their 
labours.” This succession will increase, and 
with every succeeding generation the result of 
the early labours of our departed brethren will 
become more apparent, until the whole con- 
tinent of India shall feel the influence of “ the 
glorious Gospel of the blessed God.” The 
heavenly leaven has not lost, in the least de- 
gree, its saving power, its penetrating in- 
fluence. The leaven has been communicated, 
the process has commenced, and, though 
slow, it will be sure. Israel shall bud and 
blossom, even in that part of the world, and 
shall fill the face of the earth with fruit. The 
cause must succeed. But the great and prac- 
tical question for us this morning is, what 
part we are to bear, individually and collect. 
ively, in this glorious enterprise. I am not 
at all insensible of the truth or the appro- 
priateness of the solemn intimations and ad- 
monitions that were addressed to us on the 

ast day. Shame and confusion of face do 
indeed belong to us, and to all our churches ; 
but let us not rest under the morbid influence 


of conscious guilt :— 
* There is a fountain filled with blood, 
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains.” 


Let us attend to the Divine admonition ad- 
dressed to backsliding Israel,—‘‘ O Israel, re- 
turn unto the Lord thy God ; for thou hast 
fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words, 
and turn to the Lord: say unto him, Take 
away all iniquity, and receive us graciously : 
so will we render the calves of our lips. As- 
shur shall not save us ; we will not ride upon 
horses: neither will we say any more to the 
work of our hands, Ye are our gods: for in 
thee the fatherless findeth mercy.” Let us, 
then, with fervent importunity and persever- 
ance, seek pardon for our past offences, and 
with it we shall enjoy those sweet influences 
of the Holy Spirit, which shall render the 
work of the Lord pleasant and delightful, We 
shall then go forth with renewed strength in the 
name of Him whose cause we espouse, whose 
love we regard as the only motive and stimulus 
to action, and whose glory in the everlasting 
salvation of a number which no man can num- 
ber, of every people, and kindred, and tongue, 
is the end of all our efforts. May these prin- 
ciples be universally diffused, may they be 
powerfully felt, and may the grace of God de- 
scend on each individual now assembled to 
commemorate the anniversary of this Society, 
inspiring him with a desire to ascertain what 
is his own peculiar post, what is the work in 
which the great Head of the Church designs 
him to be employed! If it be to communicate, 
may he do it cheerfully ; if it be to minister, 
may he minister diligently ; if it be to lay down 
his life as a sacrifice on the altar of missionary 
effort, let him arise, and be anointed, and go 
forth in the name of the Lord of Hosts, and 
join the band of faithful brethren who have 
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not counted their lives dear unto themselves, 
so that they might testify to the perishing hea- 
then the Gospel of the grace of God. 

The Cuarrman, in submitting the resolu- 
tion, said—that the best answer which could 
be given to the question as to whether the 
missionaries had effected any good in the West 
Indies, was to be found in a work lately pub- 
lished by a member of the Society of Friends, 
Joseph John Gurney. That gentleman, 
who was eminently qualified to form a sound 
judement on the point, had borne his high 
testimony to the conduct of the Baptist, 
Wesleyan, and other missionaries, and to 
that of some excellent clergymen. Whenever 
statements prejudicial to the missionaries reach- 
ed this country, that work, entitled, “A Winter 
in the West Indies,” might be confidently ap- 
pealed to for a reply. 

The resolution was then put and agreed to. 

The Rev. Dr. Vaucuan :—I rise to move— 

“That this meeting highly rejoices in the commence- 
ment of a mission to Western Africa, and in the zealous 
disposition shown to aid it by the churches in Jamaica; 
all which they hope may be regarded as the earnest of 


the dawning of that day in which ‘Ethiopia shall stretch 
out her hands unto God.’” 


This resolution, it will be perceived, refers 
immediately to Western A frica—to that portion 
of the shores of Africa which for ages has been 
the special inlet of European rapacity. It 
brings to our view that long line of territory, 
over which a traffic has been extended for 
many generations, in connexion with which the 
European has seemed as though he were 
labouring to demonstrate that civilization is a 


curse rather than a blessing—a traffic in which |> 


he has been found to put everything holy in 
religion in the dust, to do the utmost violence 
to every sense of justice, and dissipate the very 
instinets of humanity. It is impossible for us 
to look to such a country without having the 
most painful associations brought to our view. 
The European has made his appearance there 
as one of the direst of pestilences ; at his bid. 
ding, the virulence that has accompanied him 
has spread itself from the shores to the in- 
terior. Europeans should have visited such a 
territory as messengers of merey. They ought 
to have landed upon those shores to have con- 
secrated them as a house of God, as the gate 
of heaven. But all these shores they have 
desecrated, so as to render them the home of 
Satan, and as it were the very gate of hell. 
There it is that European intellect has con- 
tracted her greatest guilt; there it is that 
human spoliation has ineurred her | deepest 
stain ; and there, if anywhere, European piety 
might well hide her face and blush with sorrow. 
For what, I would ask, has been the language 
of our conduct, for a series of ages, to the 
millions of that continent? Has it not been, 
in effect, to tell that the white man’s wisdom 
is a wisdom only to do evil; that our ci- 
vilization is only a certain training to make 
men more dexterous in crime; that our very 
religion is as intole~ant, selfish, and merciless, 
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as that of the men who bow down to the wood 
and to the stone? Oh, who can estimate the 
guilt that the human mind has contracted in 
this course of proceeding? It is impossible 
that we should estimate it. Who is there that 
can call to mind the sweeping scourges that 
have passed in succession over many of the 
states of Europe, and fail to see in these scourges 
the punishment, at least in part, of the guilt 
thus contracted? Of all the states of Europe, 
perhaps Spain is that which has incurred the 
vreatest guilt in this way ; and where is there 
a country that seems to bear, in its modern 
history, more evident marks of the displeasure 
of the Governor of the world? It is but a 
little more than three centuries ago since the 
Spanish monarchy was the great monarchy of 
Europe—a monarchy so great, that every 
nation had its fear that they were all to be 
absorbed into it. But when Spain became the 
great slave-dealer, from that hour a_ blight 
came upon her. She would impose slavery, 
and she has been made aslave. She would 
perpetuate degradation, instead of labouring 
to remove it, and her history, for the last 300 
years, has been a descending to the lowest 
point of degradation. I cannot look upon this 
without feeling that there is a lesson held out. 
It would not be difficult to show that at that 
period there was in the social institutions of 
that country, as well as in her vast resources, 
that which promised to raise Spain to a model 
for the free and enlightened nations of Europe, 
greatly in preference to ourselves. But from 
the time when the New World was discovered, 
and that territory opened a source to slave 
traffic, in the train of slave trafic came all the 
demoralization belonging to those who deal in 
such things; and on the heels of the crime 
that thus grew up came heaven’s sure retri- 
bution. Certainly, then, we ought not to be 
expected to look at this as having nothing ju- 
dicial in it: on the contrary, I believe that the 
hand of God has been there. I do not profess 
to have sagacity enough to be able to say pre- 
cisely to what extent it is that God deals with 
nations as such, besides the dealings which he 
has with the individuals that compose nations; 
but that he does deal with nations in their 
national capacity, would seem to me to be one 
of the clearest of doctrines to be found both in 
the Old Testament and in the New. TI cannot 
but express my regret that Christian brethren 
who differ from us in regard to one point—if 
I may venture to touch upon it—that of na- 
tional establishments, that they do not make a 
little more effort to exercise something like 
candour towards us on this subject, and not at 
once say that because we do not see with them 
precisely on that point, we are indifferent to 
the Christian character of our father-land. In- 
stead of this, I venture to assert, that we have 
as solemn a feeling of the responsibility of our 
country in the sight of the providence of 
Heaven, as theyhave. The real point at issue 
betweep them and us is, not about the respon- 
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sibility, but simply as to the mode in which it 
is to be carried out. It does not occur to us 
as expedient, it does not occur to us as con- 
sonant with the genius of Christianity, that we 
should be made to wait the pleasure of the 
men of the world, in order to ascertain in what 
form or to what extent the Church of God 
should lift up her voice on the side of hu- 
manity and of religion. We believe that the 
voice so to be raised in any land is likely to 
be one of broader compass, one of deeper ge- 
nuineness, one of greater force, and one that 
will be more acceptable to God, if it rises 
spontaneously from the mass, and goes up to 
heayen unrestrained by the influences of those 
that are without. Forms, mere forms, whether 
they belong to states or to churches, are, as 
we know, of little value in the sight of heaven. 
The spirit of the mind’s real worship is the 
measure of a nation’s piety, in whatsoever form 
it may appear. I have not touched upon these 
points for the purpose of being controversial ; 
I have simply done it in order to put ourselves 
a little more right in the view of those who 
have not done us at all times, in what they 
have said and in what they have written, the 
justice we had a right to expect from them. I 
look to Spain as a country holding out a 
solemn lesson on national responsibility; I look 
to other countries as holding out similar les- 
sons, and then my wonder—a wonder that be- 
comes the more forcible every time I recur to 
the topic—is, that our own guilt in the matter 
of slavery should not have brought upon us 
long ere this the expression of the Divine dis- 
pleasure. And when I think of all that seems 
to be included in the position of the country, 
in the vast dependencies of the country—a mo- 
narchy so colossal, so complicated, where all 
things seem to depend on each other with such 
delicacy ; and when I see how much there is 
here which seems to forebode decay and ruin, 
my great comfort arises from this, that, in the 
erying sin of slavery, we have been granted the 
grace to bring forth at least something like 
fruits meet for repentance. Oh! if ever there 
was a great act achieved by the genius and im- 
pulse of the Christian portion of the com- 
_-munity, it was that act which put an end to 
slavery in the British dominions. We were 
not taught how to think and how to feel on 
this subject by our senators. We had to teach 
them—aye, and after many years’ tuition, they 
were very dull scholars. Fashions may come 
downwards; our millinery and our tailory 
we may get from them—but opinions, sen- 
timents, and all that comes along with them, 
constituting the elements of the world’s rege- 
neration, these, I will venture to affirm, have 
their initiation much more commonly with the 
many than with the few. This is a glorious 
liberty ; it is delightful beyond all expression to 
be thus free ; to stand aswe can do this day un- 
shackled by any foreign power to give utterance 
to our sentiments, to work out our plans, and, 
in dependence on God, devote ourselves to his 
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service. Now you have gone to the shores of 
Africa, you have commenced a mission there, 
and it is delightful to think that this is the 
case. We owe a vast debt to that injured 
country: in our lives, shadows as they are, we 
can do next to nothing toward wiping away the 
stain that has been there contracted. You, Mr. 
Chairman, have spoken of the past, and you 
look onward to the future. I regard you as one 
of the fathers of this denomination ; and I know 
that you feel that one of the most solemn be- 
quests that you will have to make to your 
children is, that they prosecute to their utmost 
Britain’s mission to injured Africa, We all 
mean to do the same; we are all bound to this 
cause. The stain has been deepening for ge- 
nerations, and it can be washed away only by 
the labours of generations. Humanity has been 
outraged and religion wronged there to an ex- 
tent that we cannot, even under God’s blessing, 
expect to rectify but by the work of genera- 
tions. Iam delighted to find that the negroes 
of Jamaica are, if you were slow on this point, 
about to impel you onward. This is as it 
should be; and I doubt not that you will find 
in that quarter not only money that may serve 
to shame your liberality, but a devotedness that 
will compel you to send men out willing to as- 
sist their brethren in Africa. I can, however, 
easily suppose that some of our literati, some of 
our men of taste, may profess, in very grave 
terms, to be not a little scandalized at the idea 
of sending out black men in the character of 
preachers. Aye, but these black men have 
shown that they have hearts susceptible of the 
noblest moral impressions of the Gospel—and 
where I can once get the heart right I never 
despair of the head. These men have shown 
this, and I doubt not but that, with proper cul- 
ture, they will be found to show that they are 
capable of apprehending the great truths of our 
religion, and teaching them in a manner to 
produce powerful effects in their native country. 
We may not immediately see very profound 
scholars among them, very refined orators ; 
but if a man’s scholarship and refinement have 
not;taught him to discrimimate—to discern be- 
tween things of great importance and of less— 
to bear with the absence of that which may be 
the less for the sake of that which is the 
ereater—to place moral excellence in pre- 
cedence of intellectual—they have taught him 
very little that is valuable. Wherever I can 
find a sound mind, and a heart morally right 
with God, if there be an aptness to teach, we 
have in that the best security that the teaching 
will be in accordance with the oracles of God. 
My conviction, therefore, is, that we ought to 
employ these devoted men ; that the best means 
at our disposal should be brought into action 
for giving them such culture as we may ; and 
then sending these men—who alone can brave 
these climates effectually, and who know 
Africa’s modes of thought better than we can 
do, and how to meet them, and who can adapt 
themselves to the need there may be in the 
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teaching of such a people—we may feel con- 
fident of success. In our world’s history the 
yarious portions of the globe seem to have had 
their turns of elevation. If you look to the 
circle round the Mediterranean Sea—that vast 
basin—you will find at present everywhere the 
ruins of decayed empires ; all the splendour of 
antique nations shine forth upon the shores of 
that sea, At present the whole is like a soil 
that has been exhausted in all its properties, 
and seems to be incapable of bearing again ; 
while Europe, to the north of the Alps and the 
Pyrennees, the outer coast of the barbarian 
through all the proud period of ancient history, 
has now risen up to become the abode of the 
great intellectual power of the planet that we 
people. ‘The despised has become thus ad- 
vanced, those that were first have become last, 
and those who were last have become first. 
And is not the turn of Africa to come? Is not 
that land to have its season in which its long 
story of wrong and injury shall be followed by 
liberty and light, by piety and peace? Oh! I 
cannot believe that the story of this world of 
ours is to come to its end, and the history of 
Africa to close, and still remain the dark chap- 
ter it has hitherto been. Light must come ; 
and I pity, from my very soul, the man, the 
woman, that cannot feel all heart and solicitude 
to do something for the good of Africa. 

Rev, W. Brock said, The resolution which 
has been moved calls upon us heartily to re- 
joice, and I am quite sure that you have 
already been moved to the adoption of it with 
hearty joy, by the sentiments which you have 
heard. You are called upon not simply to ex- 
press hope or desire, that is not strong enough, 
but heartily to rejoice ; and I presume, there- 
fore, that you are prepared to look for some- 
thing as the occasion of that joy, as the cause 
of which it shall be the corresponding effect, 
Dr. Vaughan has referred you to Western 
Africa, and you are not the only meeting 
which has been referred to it. Men of learn- 
ing, science, and philanthropy, occupying the 
higher places of our country, have been re- 
ferred to it. It is not very long ago since a 
large audience was convened in this very hall, 
comprising the wealth, and beauty, and fashion, 
and I think I may add, in some measure the 
religion, of our country, to contemplate Western 
Africa. I cannot forget that the chair now oe- 
cupied by yourself, Sir, was then oceupied by 
an individual who was always right welcome 
to our shores, and not less so when he identi- 
fied himself with the African Civilization So- 
ciety. We were glad to hail him as the hus- 
band of our Sovereign, and as the father of 
the heir presumptive, at all events, to the 
British throne. Long may he be spared, 
and his royal consort, and their precious 
child—our precious child it may be, as other 
females have been precious to the British em- 
pire. But, as Dr. Vaughan has remarked, 
things work upwards. Had not good men oe- 
cupied that chair at such meetings as this, his 
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Royal Highness never would have graced it. 

I cannot, however, forget that on that occasion 

there was much in the end designed, and in 

the means proposed for accomplishing it, of the 

propriety of which we stand considerably in 

doubt. We have no desire to be censorious, 

or to throw reflections upon that Society ; but 

as religious men, we: claim the right to think 

and to judge for ourselves. Anything which, 

with the air of patronage, goes before Chris- 

tianity, excites our suspicion. We hold fast 

both by the doctrine and the practice, that : 
Christianity must precede civilization, and not 

civilization Christianity. Without reflecting 

at all upon that Society, or the excellent men — 
who compose it, we think that to-day we are 
employing better means, and that brighter 
prospects are opening up before us in regard 
to Western Africa. You have been informed 
that two of our brethren have gone thither, the 
Rev. J. Clarke and Dr. Prince. Some were 
desirous to obtain a passage for them on board ~ 
the Government steamers, and we were not a 
little mortified and chagrined when told, by a 
Minister of the Crown, that no missionaries 
could be allowed to embark by them except 
those belonging to the Established Church. 
But God has caused that to be one of the 
things which are to work together for good. 
They are there now making arrangements for the 
great work of preaching the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. We have received letters 
from our brethren, in one of- which there are 
statements tending to confirm what I have ad- 
vanced as to the importance of Christianity 
preceding civilization. Dr. Prince says, inre- 
lation to an interview with their Majesties, 
§ Each of us took care to introduce, in our 
opening addresses to the blacks, a very distinct 
disavowal of participation in, and interference 
with, trade and traders ; declared to them that 
we came empty handed, making no presents, 
only parting with goods or money for services 
paid, or the necessaries of life demanded. 
They very emphatically expressed the satis- 
faction they took in the proceedings, and 
appeared to apprehend the simplicity of 
our designs.” Now, the truth is, that the 
Africans are jealous of pale faces, wher- 
ever they come from, and I do not wonder 
at it, Whatever organs they may not-have, 
they certainly possess the organs of observa- 
tiveness and of recollectiveness ; and they 
never will fail to recollect the cupidity, the 
avarice, and the cruelty, with which the course 
of the white man has almost invariably been 
marked. Yon therefore perceive the difficulties 
which would have been in the way of these 
two. brethren, if they had not been able most 
distinctly to disavow any connexion with trade 
or traders. I will read a description given by 
Dr. Prince, which | think will best promote 
the object of this meeting ;—‘ I wish a drafts- 
man had been present at Aqua, to sketch the 
king, habited in a rich scarlet silk around his 
loins, a striking contrast to his glossy jet 
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black skin, that had a most portly padding 
under it. He was seated before his door; on 
his left a large group of his chief men and nu- 
merous sons, those in the front squatting, 
flanked and supported in the rear by others on 
their feet. At some distance on his right were 
some of his fifty wives, gracefully ornamented 
by beads of various colours and of large size. 
Then, on every eminence, and forming a large 
circle around me, were parties of anxious ex- 
pectants of my address; youths, Zaccheus 
like, mounting the trees. We were at a con- 
siderable height, looking down upon the ma- 
jJestic stream, that presented upon its bosom 
many of England’s boasted traders. The sun 
was rapidly declining behind the opposite 
shore, and ere 1 concluded, and when they had 
with one accord shouted their welcome to the 
promised missionary and teacher of their 
offspring, I turned to the beauteous moon, then 
rising full in the sight of all, and told them 
that the God, who made that orb for their ac- 
commodation by night, had heard their vow 
and would record it. There were no fewer 
than 500 in this multitude, which had been 
collected by the sound of their country drum 
in thirty or forty minutes. Many understood 
English, and these were so desirous I should 
continue to speak, and without interruption, 
that they would scarcely allow the use of the 
interpreter, promising to make amends to the 
less instructed by their own oracular repeti- 
tion.” I think that is a token for good, an 
omen that the mission we have commenced 
will enjoy the blessing of the Lord from the 
beginning to the end of the year. In this 
letter I find that already the missionaries have 
become acquainted with the prevalence of two 
of the greatest evils that have infested or in- 
jured the human family. One is, the utter 
recklessness of human life; the other is, poly- 
gamy. The latter is and must be productive 
of interminable heart-burnings, of constant 
feuds, and of all that is discordant in the do- 
mestic circle. One of the indirect conse- 
quences of the establishment of missions will 
be the destruction of this evil in Africa, just as 
it has been destroyed in our native land. 
~ Women of England, you have been “appealed 
to from the press, and you are nowlappealed 
to from the platform. I ask you to contrast 
the social discord there with your own peace- 
ful habitations of joy and love. Remember 
those green swards of this lower world where 
infaney with all its innocence, and boyhood 
with all its roguery, and youth with all its 
promise, and manhood with all its vigour, and 
womanhood with all its gracefulness, combine 
to reverence your authority, and to reciprocate 
expressions of your tenderest love ; and then 
remember that polygamy would be destructive 
of al] this happiness. I am sure, therefore, 
that you will rejoice when you recollect that 
henceforth your privileges are to be enjoyed in 
Africa. Recollect that there woman is now 
the slave, that here she is the companion, She 
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is not indeed supreme—the husband is su- 
preme, yet it is a supremacy with which no 
tyranny is to mingle. Ifit be her’s to obey, 
it is his to love as a right due toher. In 
England, woman is the participator of her 
husband’s joy; in Africa, at the impulse of ca- 
price, she is to-day his drudge, to-morrow his 
plaything or his toy. There is another evil 
which I deduce from this letter, and that is, 
the utter recklessness of human life. Whoever 
has read Mr. Buxton’s admirable volume will 
not fail to recollect, that by various processes 
in Africa, human life is continually destroyed. 
I hold in my hand this statement, ‘‘ Human 
life is of less value than a printed cotton hand- 
kerchief.’” Men, women, and children, -are 
absolutely at the mercy of passion, of caprice, 
and of brute force. Your missionaries, how- 
ever, have gone to do that which will invest 
human life with importance. You cannot but 
rejoice, that now the weakness of infancy will 
be no cause for the destruction of infancy ; 
that the difference of sex will be no reason for 
the destruction of the weaker sex ; and that 
hereafter, whether the fleshmonger come from 
Europe or from America, the African will 
scorn him with indignation, and will mag- 
nanimously resolve never more to pollute his 
hands with the touch of his brother’s blood. 
There is no doubt that such will be the in- 
direct effects of Christianity. I may say one 
word about America in connexion with Western 
Africa. Dreadful is the fact, that the American 
churches are the bulwarks of American slavery: 
and we oughtnever to let the anniversaries ofour 
religious societies pass by without expressing 
our sympathy with those brethren, in the west- 
ern world, who are lifting up their voice like a 
trumpet against this abomination in the church 
of Christ. It has been clearly shown that if 
the influence of American churches was with- 
held, American slavery would come to nought. 
But mark the influence upon these churches 
themselves. How it must mar their beauty, 
cripple their energies, and lead them con- 
stantly astray from the purity of the truth of 
God. A brother from Eastern India told me 
that he once saw a beautiful palm-tree, around 
which a parasitical plant had grown, till at last 
it heaved it out of the soil, and held it up in 
mid air, as if in mockery of its leafless branches 
and its sapless trunk. Now, unless our brethren 
in America mind what they are about, slavery 
will do for them what the parasitical plant did 
for the palm-tree. If the connexion between 
the churches and slavery be not destroyed, 
slavery will upheave them from the soil, and 
there they will be suspended as trees without 
fruit, withered, twice dead, plucked up by the 
roots, for the execration of all mankind, and to 
their own everlasting dismay. The direct ad- 
vantage, however, of sending the Gospel of 
salvation to Africa will be, that its inhabitants 
will thereby be conducted to the cross of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, whom they shall find to be 
“ wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and re- 
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demption.” Who does not rejoice at the pros- 
pect of having the standard of the cross 
unfurled in Western Africa—of sanctuaries 
arising, of an Exeter-hall being erected, and 
at the throwing back upon ourselves that in- 
fluence which we have endeavoured to create ? 
Let us, then, heartily rejoice to-day, and feel 
that the world is not to have all the joy. Let 
us feel that, being dignified with a great ob- 
ject, we are great ourselves. In sustaining 
the African mission, we are connecting our- 
selves with the purposes of Omnipotence, and 
therein we will rejoice. 

The resolution was then put and agreed to. 


The Rev. J. Pixr, of Derby.—The resolu- 
tion that I am requested to propose is as fol- 
lows :— 

“That the success of the appeal for strengthening 
and extending the mission in various quarters, for 
relieving the Society from the debt of last year, to- 
gether with the steady increase of the ordinary receipts, 
and the aid afforded by the Bible Translation Society 
towards printing the holy scriptures in the languages of 
the East, call for devout thankfulness, while the corre- 
spondent success of the mission and the increase of its 
expenditure, call for still more vigorous exertion. 
That this meeting, therefore, would affectionately urge 
on every church, and the friends of the mission, to 
make systematic and strenuous efforts on its behalf.” 
Our much esteemed Chairman has introduced 
me to you as connected with another Mission- 
ary Society. It is altogether a sister Society 
to your own, perhaps I should rather say, a 
daughter of it. But for circumstances, to 
which it would not now be proper to refer, 
the churches that are the supporters of the 
Society to which I belong, I doubt not, would 
have been more immediately connected with 
your Society. Perhaps, however, greater 
good may have resulted from our acting sepa- 
rately. We have kindred feelings. Our 
brethren, when they meet in India, meet as 
one ; and one of the most valuable and es- 
teemed friends our missionaries ever had, was 
the excellent, but now sainted Pearce. There 
are two subjects which appear to me to be 
prominent in this resolution :—thankfulness 
and exertion. You have much cause to praise 
God for what is past, and to trust him for 
what is to come; at the same time it is abun- 
dantly evident that you have much cause for 
increased exertion. When we look at your 
Western field, I apprehend we look on the 
most delightful fertile spot which the Church 
of God at this time has in this apostate world; 
yet, as you have been reminded, there is much 
room for exertion there. But if we turn to 
another field of this Society’s labours, how 
wide a scene presents itself for Christian ex- 
ertion! The number of missionaries in India, 
compared with the wants of India, is a mere 
handful. Bengal, the more immediate field 
of Indian exertion, is computed to contain 
about thirty millions of inhabitants, and what 
are all the missionaries employed by this and 
all other Societies in India, compared with 
that population? The West Indies, from dif- 
ferent Societies, have probably 200 mission- 
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aries, and they want, as you are informed, 
many more. ‘The West Indies scarcely con- 
tain a population of one million. Then Ben- 
gal, to be supplied on the same scale as the 
West Indies, would want at once 6,000 addi- 
tional missionaries. There are but thirty or 
forty of your missionaries in that part of the 
world, and what are they among the countless 
multitudes perishing beneath the darkest reign 
of superstition there? Gratitude calls for 
exertion, and gratitude should be expressed 
by offerings to God. Some time back, I had 
an interesting illustration of this in the case of 
a humble pious friend. He brought me a dl, 
note, which he wished to devote to the cause 
of Christ, and gave as a reason for presenting 
this offering, that part of his family had re- 
cently been brought to a knowledge of the 
gospel, and joined themselves to Christ. On 
another occasion, a friend sent a donation of 
5l. to a Missionary Society, and gave as a 
reason that he had that day been thrown from 
his horse and received noinjury. How many 
thank-offerings do we owe to God! and we 
have scriptural sanction for offerings of this 
description, in the case of Jacob, who devoted 
a tenth part of his substance to the Lord. Let 
more of this spirit prevail in our churches. 
There is not a sweeter thing than to present 
our offerings of thanksgivings to God for mer- 
cies enjoyed. How many thank-offerings do 
we owe to God for spiritual blessings, each of 
which cost the blood of the Son of God, and 
each of which is of more value than the 
wealth of worlds. I was struck, a little while 
back, with a description given by the earliest 
evangelical historian, of the manner in which 
the gospel spread in the primitive ages. I 
will just read a few lines which I extracted 
from the book, as, in my view, strikingly dis- 
playing what was the spirit of primitive Chris- 
tianity, and what should be the spirit of Chris- 
tians in our day. ‘They augmented the 
means of preaching the gospel more and more, 
and spread the seeds of salvation and of the 
knowledge of the heavenly kingdom through- 
out the world, far and wide; for the most of 
the disciples at that time, animated with a 
more ardent love of the divine word, had just 
fulfilled the Saviour’s precept of distributing 
their substance to the needy, and afterwards 
leaving their country, they performed the 
offices of evangelists to those who had not yet 
heard the faith, whilst with a noble ambition 
to proclaim Christ, they also delivered to them 


‘the books of the holy gospel. After laying 


the foundation of the faith in foreign parts, as 
the particular object of their mission, and 
after appointing others as shepherds of the 
flock, and committing the cause to the care 
of those that had been recently introduced, 
they went again to other regions and other 
nations, with the grace and co-operation of 
God.” Now this is a representation, given 
by the earliest evangelical historian, in refe- 


rence to the spirit and exertion of multi- 
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tudes of the primitive disciples. Need we 
wonder then, that such a spirit was happily 
successful in soon spreading the blessed 
tidings of salvation through the whole Roman 
empire? Our resolution refers to thanksgiving. 
I will just describe to you a scene of thanks- 
giving that occurred not long ago in India. 
A very estimable missionary, whom I knew, 
went to visit a native brother who was danger- 
ously ill. This native had gone far in life 
before he became acquainted with the gospel, 
but when he felt its power he became a hum- 
ble, happy, and consistent follower of the 
Lamb. Such he lived a few short years, and 
then this severe illness overtook him. He 
spoke with creat feeling of the contrast be- 
tween his circumstances in his youthful days, 
and those of his children. He observed to 
what excess of riot he had run, and how his 
children had neither the will nor the power to 
do as he had done, so delightfully had Chris- 
tianity changed the whole course of their lives. 
He then poured out his thanks for the gospel, 
saying that he had been enveloped in darkness, 
and our brethren had come 16,000 miles to 
show him the way to heaven. ‘“ You,” said 
he, “‘ are apostles to me, as much as Paul was 
to the Corinthians and Galatians, blessed, 
blessed, blessed be the Lord!”” When we con- 
template such fruits of the gospel, scattered 
thinly perhaps amid the immense population 
of India, but abounding in the more fertile 
islands of the West, surely we shall say, 
* Blessed, blessed, blessed be the Lord!’ 
Surely we shall say, “ We will bind the gos- 
el to our hearts.” The resolution refers to 
the Bible Translation Society, and the efforts 
made to diffuse the blessed book of God. I 
take a lively interest in that Society, and have 
taken a very lively one in years past in the 
older Society, having been a member of it for 
many years, although I confess my feelings 
towards it of late have much altered, by what 
appears to be the inconsistency of its managers. 
Let that, however, pass. Our object is to 
spread the blessed bible, that book which is 
able to make its possessors wise for time and 
for eternity. May I say to this numerous 
_assembly, ‘‘ Do you all love the bible? Are 
you all guided by the bible? Is it leading 
you all to heaven?” I trust it is, and that 
you can say :— 
“ Grace taught my wandering feet 
To tread the heavenly road} 
And new supplies each hour_I meet, 
While pressing on to God.’’ , 
If so, I am sure you love the bible, and will 
delight to spread it. The principal work of 
the missionary is to prepare the bible, and 
this Society in this respect has done an im- 
mense work. 1 will relate a fact which ina 
pleasing manner shows the value of the bible. 
A young woman, who had received scriptural 
instruction in a sabbath-school, and who had 
the precious truths of God’s word stored up 
in her mind, was, by a sudden attack of ill- 


ness, deprived of both sight and hearing. The 
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only way in which her friends could converse 
with her was to tap her hand when they meant 
to express ‘‘ No,” or to squeeze her hand when 
they meant to express ‘ Yes.” She was taken 
to a variety of medical men, but all in vain. 
She became inconsolable; none knew how 
to comfort her. Could she have heard, they 
would have read the precious book of God to 
her; could she have seen, they would have 
spread its sacred pages before her. At last 
it happily occurred to one who witnessed her 
distress, to take the bible and place it on her 
bosom. She felt the book, and said, “Is that 
the bible? The affectionate squeeze of the 
hand told her that it was. ‘‘ That,” said she, 
‘‘is my only comfort, though I can never read 
it more.” She then began to repeat passages 
from it, such as ‘‘Call on me in the day of 
trouble, and I will deliver thee.” She wiped 
away her tears, and was never afterward seen 
to weep on account of her severe privations, 
but instead of that, strange as it may seem, 
she has become one of the happiest of in- 
dividuals, and often speaks of the exalted 
delight she has in communion with God, whilst 
shut out from all intercourse with man. See, 
then, what the bible can do. If there are any 
present who have not yielded to its instruc- 
tions, I pray that you may go from this meet- 
ing to surrender yourselves to him who is the 
author of it; and all of you that have, will 
love the bible, and will love the cause that is 
so closely identified with it. I beseech you 
to help this Society. The wants of millions 
demand additional help. Think what thank- 
offerings you owe to God. Adopt the lan- 
guage of the Psalmist, ‘‘ What shall I render 
unto the Lord for all his benefits towards me 2” 
Let us but enter into that spirit and that feel- 
ing, and we shall bind the missionary cause to 
our hearts till death calls us from time to enter 
on the solemnities of eternity. 

The Rey. T. Arcunr said—I rise to second 
the resolution, and for the first time in my 
life—though I hope not for the last—to lift 
up my voice on behalf of the cause of Baptist 
missions. I do it with the more pleasure, 
because differing from your connexion in some 
points—although Iam united to you in greater 
ones—the conduct of your missionaries de- 
mands the warmest approbation. In the 
West Indies, your missionaries have been 
charged, and that frequently, with being poli- 
tical; and the ground of the charge has been 
their interference with certain external and 
social arrangements, which, as Christians and 
as men, they felt bound to condemn. The 
fault was theirs who so united the church and 
the world, that the missionaries could not 
carry out their spiritual plans without trench- 
ing upon the state. I will now specify one 
or two points that should lead us to the 
practical exemplification of the voluntary 
principle. We have recently been in a state 
of suspense respecting the destiny of a vessel 
that sailed from the shores of the Atlantic, 
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freighted with human beings, to our own 
land, the faces of whom, perhaps, not one of 
us has ever seen. In imagination, we have 
seen them making a gigantic effort for their 
escape, and then, by one sudden plunge, they 
have sunk beneath the waves, no more to be 
seen till the sea shall give up its dead, Or, 
you may have gone, in imagination, to the 
house where the mother and the wife have 
been. waiting with intense anxiety, till they 
could no longer struggle against despair. 
Millions of immortal beings are driven on to 
the eternal state, every moment some are 
erishing ; and if the destiny of a single ship 

interests and impresses our mind, oh, with 
what sympathy should we regard these mil- 
lions of our fellow-men! But let us remem- 
ber that there must be a feeling of individual 
responsibility. Suppose some expert swim- 
mer, escaping from that ship, and comin 
within sight of land ; suppose a chain of lands 
formed for his rescue ; if I should let go, 
and the last link be broken,and that swimmer 
be lost for ever, on my head would rest the 
responsibility, and, though a unit in the chain, 
I should feel just as much as though none had 
been present but myself. We must feel thus 
in the Christian church: for while the work 
depends on all, the responsibility rests on each. 
Let us endeavour still further to think of the 
glorious immortality of this work. You may 
urge that you are poor and cannot aspire to 
it. When the temple was to be rebuilt, the 
poor woodman might have said, “I shall be 
forgotten ; what hope is there for me?” 
“No,” says the 74th Psalm, “a man was 
famous according as he had lifted up axes 
upon the thick trees.” To him was secured 
an immortality that shall endure with the hu- 
man spirit itself, and brighten to splendour 
in the everlasting state. Do not imagine that 
it is only Carey and Marshman, the giants 
of oriental literature, or your men of burning 
eloquence, your Knibbs and Burchells, who 
shall stand out emblazoned on the roll of eter- 
nal fame ; but remember that the humblest 
who aids in this work of mercy shall obtain 
an immortality as distinctly vivid, as enduring, 
as theirs. Let each feel the temple shall be 
built, and we must build it; Jerusalem shall 
be restored, and we must restore it, or else 
there will come upon us the withering curse 
pronounced by Nehemiah, when speaking to 
the treacherous people of Israel. 

The resolution haying been put and agreed 
to, the collection was made, 

The Rey. J. Morriock Danrext, of Rams- 
gate, moved— 
“That the Treasurer and Secretaries be requested to 
continue their services; that Messrs, Charles Burls, 
Richard Cartwright, and Wills Kitson, be Auditors; 
and the following be the list of the Committee for 
the ensuing year [names read].” 
I know of no language more appropriate to 
our circumstances, on the present occasion, 
than that of the Psalmist, ‘ Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and all that is within me bless his 
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holy name.’ ‘* Return unto your rest, O our 
souls, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with 
us.” The year of Jubilee is at hand, and 
most sincerely do I hope that every individual 
here, or elsewhere, will personally show that 
he has Jearnt how to celebrate it. The age of 
our Society has only added to its vigour, and 
as it is advancing in years, it shall still be 
fruitful in old age, to show that the Lord is 
upright, he is its rock, and there is no un- 
righteousness in him. The resolution which 
I hold in my hand, expresses a request that the 
treasurer and secretaries will kindly continue 
their services for the ensuing year. I am 
sure I express the feelings of all present, when 
I say that our worthy treasurer has magnified 
his office. He has been more anxious to treasure 
the Society’s spiritual interests than its fleeting 
funds. May God bless him, and long spare 
his valuable life, and that of the worthy secre- 
taries, who also deserve our warmest thanks. 
I look forward with hopeful solicitude to some 
future period, when the only vacuum in this 
assembly shall be filled with the presence of 
our beloved sovereign the Queen. May her 
crown be richly studded with the matchless 
gems of Christianity ; and, in the most im- 
portant sense of the word, may she be a nurs- 
ing mother to the Israel of God. From my 
heart I am an advocate for national Chris- 
tianity. J want the religion of the cross to 
become the religion of the country. I wish 
that every man, woman, and child, were a 
participant of the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and well do I know that this can only 
be effected_ by the operations of the Spirit of 
God, who has deigned to employ the instru- 
mentality of the Christian church. We must 
be careful to recognize the hand of the Spirit 
in all our undertakings, and to seek his energy 
in all our efforts. We must remember that 
he is the animating soul of all evangelical 
truth, and that he alone can communicate the 
blessing. We must be careful not to grieve 
him, lest he should leave us to our own help- 
lessness and scanty resources, and thus clothe 
all our loftiest attempts with confusing defeat. 
It is ‘not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord.” Oh that the nobles 
of our land were ennobled with the sanctities 
of heaven, and that, both from a sense of duty 
and of privilege, they would unite with us in 
disseminating the imperishable truths of our 
common Christianity, and im circulating the 
glorious gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the 
world. When they say that dissenters are too 
circumscribed in their sympathies, too narrow 
in their minds, to love a national Christianity, 
they libel us. We do love a national Chris- 
tianity. Nor will we be satisfied with the 
Christianity of a nation, we will only be satis- 
fied with the Christianity of a world. Yes, we 
know the triumphs of the Redeemer must be 
complete, nor do we for a moment question 
our ultimate success, knowing well that we 
have absolute promises to which we do well 
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to take heed : and though our arms may drop 
short of their aim, and our efforts be sometimes 
apparently disappointed, there is One whose 
arm cannot be shortened, and so it must save ; 
whose ear cannot be heavy, so it must hear ; 
who speaks to the missionary church amidst 
all her disappointments, reverses, and embar- 
rassments, ‘“‘ My counsel shall stand, and. I 
will do all my pleasure.” The efficacy of the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ is the foundation of all 
missionary societies, and if the heart of Jesus 
could be chilled, if the sympathies of Jesus 
could be exhausted, if the intercession of our 
great High Priest within the veil could be of 
none effect, oh, then, well might our hearts be 
afflicted, then might we weep, and well weep 
the tears of despair! But Jesus is risen, and 
has taken his taken his seat at the right hand 
of the Majesty on high; and one of the most 
pleasing reflections that has crossed my mind 
during to-day is this, that the Society belongs 
not to us, it belongs to Jesus, who is King of 
kings, and Lord of lords. Let us then re- 
solve, in the strength of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
that we will go forward to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty, that we will not diminish 
our prayers, that we will not relax our efforts, 
that we will redouble our energies, till the 
Imiowledge of the Lord shall spread over the 
earth as the waters cover the sea, and till all 
flesh shall see the salvation of God. If we 
had no success, it would still be our duty to 
use the means, but when we are so mightily 
encouraged by past success, the very stones 
in our streets would cry against us, were we 
to appear at all supine in this glorious work. 
If we bear in recollection the imperfection with 
which we have laboured, and the unbelieving 
minds with which we have sometimes set 
ourselves to the missionary work, instead of 
being amazed that so little has been done, it 
should rather be a ground of astonishment that 
God has so mightily blessed us. Let us for a 
moment, if deserts we could possibly have, 
contrast them with the dews of heaven that 
have fallen; the blessings of God also have 
been vouchsafed, and what have we for our- 
selves but shame and confusion of face? Then 
I would say, forward, forward, to the help of 
- the Lord against the mighty, and every impedi- 
ment shall be removed, every stumbling-block 
shall become a step, and the Lord alone shall 
be exalted in this our day. It is with peculiar 
pleasure that I look forward to the approaching 
Jubilee. The next time we meet in this hall, 
if God spare us, I hope we shall be able to 

sing, with all our hearts, “‘ The year of Jubi- 
lee is come.” But can we not resolve that 
the annual income of this Society shall be con- 
siderably and permanently augmented? I 
have been much pleased at the various allusions 

which haye been made to individual effort 
and individual obligations to Jesus Christ, 
And this is the only way by which the opera- 
tions of this Society can be permanently ex- 
tended. We must not satisfy ourselves with 
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what has been done by the mass, we must ask 
ourselves, what have we done, individually, for 
the prosecution and consummation of that en- 
terprise, for the interests of which the world 
only stands? I hope the churches generally 
will arouse themselves to enlarged activity, and 
that we shall all be found considerably aug- 
menting the funds of the missionary church. 
Keep the eyes of your mind upon the certainty 
of your suecess. God has promised to bless 
us, and that all the ends of the earth shall fear 
him, and that Jesus “shall see of the travail 
of his soul, and be satisfied.” It is with us to 
persevere, and use the means—it is with God 
to grant the blessing. It is with us to sow the 
seed, and the showers of grace will descend, 
the Sun of righteousness will shine, and a 
copious and a glorious harvest will be secured ; 
for the ensigns of Antichrist must be cast down 
—the accuser of the brethren must fall—every 
form of superstition and false religion must be 
rooted up, and Jesus Christ alone shall reign, 
The world may make war with him—earth 
and hell may unite their infernal malevolence 
against the achievements of his conquest ; but 
the Lamb shall overcome them, and ultimate] 
the seventh angel shall sound, and voices shall 
be heard in heaven, exclaiming, “ The king- 
doms of this world have become the kingdoms 
of our God and of his Christ, and he shall 
reign for ever and ever.” 

The Cuarrman, in announcing the Rey. 
Geo. Pearce as the seconder of the resolution, 
stated that he was about to return to India, 
and would now take his leave of them. 

The Rey. Gro. Prarce then rose and said— 
It has been my privilege, as you have heard, 
to go to a distant heathen land, and there to 
labour for some years, in endeavouring to diffuse 
abroad among the perishing heathen the know- 
ledge of God and of Jesus Christ, whom to 
know is life eternal, God, in his wise provi- 
dence, has suspended my health for a season. 
I take this opportunity now of recording my 
vows in the midst of this congregation, and of 
offering my thanksgivings to him, that he has 
so far restored me to the enjoyment of my 
health, that I feel I may with propriety again 
bend my steps towards that field of labour from 
which I haye returned. I beg, for myself and 
for all my brethren in India, that we may have 
your prayers. Pray that we may be safely car- 
ried across the deep, and spared as long as God 
shall see fit, to labour in his service; that we 
may be so supported by divine grace, that our 
humble lives shall greatly promote the glory 
of our Redeemer. 

The resolution was then put and agreed to. 

The Rev. E. Steane commended Mr. Pearce, 
his fellow missionaries, and those of other So- 
cieties, to the protection of the Head of the 
church. 

Joun Suoarp, Esq. briefly moved— 

“That the following regulation he appended to 
Rule VIII., and form part of the plan of the Society :— 


‘Further, all country ministers who are Annual Sub- 
scribers, or whose congregations send an annual col- 
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lection to the Society, and all treasurers and secretaries 
of county auxiliaries, who may be in London occasion- 
ally, shall be considered members of the committee, 
pro tempore, and be entitled to attend and vote at its 
meetings.’ ” 

Tuomas Axep, Esq., seconded the reso- 
lution, which was put and agreed to. 

The Cuarrman, in concluding the business 
of the day, said that it had been a rule with 
the Society not to pass votes of thanks, and on 
that account no resolution had been proposed 
with reference to the rev. gentlemen who 

reached on its behalf the preceding day, but 
e was sure that they all felt extremely grate- 
ful to them. He trusted that the result of 
that day’s meeting would prove highly bene- 
ficial to the Society, and that they would all 
feel their hearts more interested than ever in 
the promotion of the missionary cause. The 
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Society could not be regarded as sectarian, 
when the representatives of so many different 
bodies had been advocating its claims. Dif 
ferences between themselves were of little im- 
portance, compared with the question whether 
men were to be converted to God, or remain 
enemies of Christ, and subjects of Satan’s 
kingdom. One resolution passed contained a 
reference to funds. He begged to impress 
upon them that they should all give as the 
Lord had prospered them. Many had given 
a certain subscription when they were in mid- 
dling circumstances, and had not increased it, 
though their circumstances had greatly im- 
roved. 

The benediction was then pronounced, and 
the meeting separated. 
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After our last number had gone to press, the twenty-seventh annual meeting of the 
Society was held in the evening of 27th April, at the usual place, Finsbury Chapel, 
Joun Freeman, Esq., a highly-valued member of the Committee, in the chair; and we 
fancy, if our readers, who were not present, have read the report of that meeting in the 
Patriot of Wednesday May 5th, they will agree with us in thinking that seldom has a 
meeting of this Society been apparently pervaded by a better spirit, or encouraged 
by more cheering indications of the success with which it pleases God to honour the 
labours of the Society. We cannot in these pages repeat—and it is not necesssary, 


what has already been reported of the addresses delivered on the occasion. 


tences only shall be inserted. 


A few sen- 


Mr. TRESTRAIL, referring to the views not unfrequently taken on this side of the 
channel as to missionary exertions in Ireland said— 


The difficulties they experienced in Ireland 
were so peculiar, and so accumulated, that they 
were not much understood on this side the wa- 
ter. The question was frequently put, “ What 
are you doing?” And it was often put, not 
with a view really to ascertain what was doing, 
but on the supposition that they were doing 
nothing at all. He was, however, happy to say, 
that such was not altogether the case. He hoped 
to convince the meeting of that, and that it was 
high time to lay the cause more to heart, to re- 
member it in their prayers to God; and, when 
that was done, he was quite sure that the funds 
of the Society would not continue in their pre- 
sent depressed condition. The population of 
Cork, where he laboured, amounted to nearly 
130,000 ; one out of ten only of that number 
were nominally Protestants of different denomi- 
nations. The people to whom they could haye 
access were comparatively few, almost all being 
under the influence of Papal superstition. A 
minister labouring among a population under 
such a superstitious regard for the priests, had 
ae difficulties with which to contend. 

appily, those difficulties were in some degree 
vanishing, and at the Grand Parade at Cork, 
he could now at any time call together, upon a 
very short notice, no less than 500 Catholics, 
to whom he might preach the unsearchable 
-riches of Christ, and who, after he had done, 
would wish “his reverence health, and pray 
God Almighty to make his bed in heaven.” 
He had been in the habit of preaching on the 
Lord’s-day on board ships, and on the quays, to 
numbers of Catholics, from none of whom did 
_ he ever receive the slightest interruption; and 
this would always be the case where feelings of 
true Christian charity and love were manifested 
towards them, apart from party purposes. His 
experience was not confined to tae He had 
had occasion to visit the town of Mallow, and 
was accompanied by one of the agents of the 
Trish Congregational Union, as it was termed ; 
where his friend preached to the people, al- 
though contrary to the feelings of the Independ- 
ent minister there, who was a man very much 
esteemed, because he was known to be a tho- 
rough nonconformist in principle, and was not 


ashamed to avow it; and those were just the 
sort of people they wanted. The fears of the 
worthy minister, however, as to the expediency 
of the thing, were groundless, for the people 
listened with marked and grateful attention. 
The population of Ireland had no notion of 
Protestantism except in connexion with the 
Established Church, It was therefore abso- 
lutely necessary, when they stood up as Pro- 
testant preachers, that it should be thoroughly 
understood what their principles were. He was 
not recommending anything like hostility or 
party spirit, but that they should not fight un- 
der Palge colours. 

The difficulties we have to contend against, 
from the unwillingness of Catholics to hear the 
gospel are said to be very great. 

Be it so, said Mr. T., they afford no ground 
for withholding support from this Society; for 
if that argument were of any value, it would 
equally apply to foreign missionary exertions. 
How many years did their missionaries labour 
in India before fruit appeared? Yet they 
did not think that a reason for withholding 
their support. He asked them to do the same 
in respect to Ireland, if they wished to vindi- 
cate the consistency of those great principles 
by which they were professedly guided. It ad 
often been said, “ You have such a number of 
good clergy in Ireland, you are therefore enter- 
ing on a work of supererogation.” It was far 
from him to undervalue the moral excellence of 
the clergy of Ireland. He had the pleasure of 
knowing several of them, and as far as he knew 
they were faithful men, who preached the gos- 
pel in season and out of season; but if that 
were any argument why they should withdraw 
their ministers, he saw no reason why any of 
his countrymen should preach the gospel here. 
It was a pretty well admitted fact, and, if it 
were prudent, he could state it on very high au- 
thority, that of a dignitary of the church, that 
the time was gone by when, by possibility, the 
Established church could possess any advan~ 
tageous means of evangelizing Ireland. He 
believed that to be a growing impression, and 
this formed an additional reason why they 
should be up and doing, and why wey should 
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send forth God-fearing men, who would not be 
afraid to stand up in the face of danger, real or 
imagined. Whatever notions some entertained as 
to the expediency or propriety of this course, he 
was sure if they supported them and gave them 
a consciousness that they were not pagetting 
them at the throne of grace, the God of heaven 
would pour down his Spirit on the good seed 
thus scattered, and it would bring forth fruit a 
hundred-fold. Persecution never yet did any 
people good, It was a bad means of convinc- 
ing any man that you were right and he was 
wrong, The Catholics must be met on com- 
mon ground, and by that means alone could 
they gain access to their understandings. From 
the high authority he had before alluded to he 
had this testimony, that Dissenters were just 
the parties in the hand of God to whom must 
be entrusted the great work of bringing Ireland 
under the influence of the reign of Christ. 


Among the pleasing illustrations which 
Mr. T, gave in abundance, that a change 
for the better is coming over the people of 
Treland, and over some of their priests also, 
he gave the following in connexion with a 
name more venerated among the common 
people than any other of his order. 


Some time ago, going among the poor, he 
found a Protestant lady reading the Scriptures 
to a number of his own flock, and praying with 
them. She thought he would unquestionably 
rebuke her for it, and said, “Well, Father 
Mathew, I suppose you think I am doing ex- 
ceedingly wrong.” “No, Madam,” replied he, 
“T do not, and I wish all the pious ladies of 
Cork were doing the same, and I leave you to 
your work and the blessing of God. 


Of good Irish readers Mr. Trestrail said, 


The extraordinary tact and cleverness which 
these Irish readers possessed was amazing. He 
only wished the meeting would subscribe a suf- 
ficient sum to give him six such men, and he 
conscientiously believed that incalculable bene- 
fit would result. The people might refuse to 
listen to a minister, but these men they re- 
ceived at once. A young lady who had been 
living near him for about twelve months, had 
been in the habit of visiting the poor in their 
cottages. She had taken him with her, and 
they had established meetings where the word 
of God was expounded. This young lady had 
got a large number of crucifixes and rosaries, 
and such like, which the poor people had 
brought to her, saying they could now pray 
without them; the Lord Jesus taught them 
how to pray. A poor blind man, who had suf- 
fered much for many years, and who expected, 
through those sufferings, to merit heaven, had 
been visited by this young lady, by whose in- 
strumentality he had been brought into the 
light of truth, and to rely simply and alone on 
the blood of the Saviour as his only hope for 
time or eternity, But did these persons come 
out and profess themselves to be Protestants ? 
There was the rub; and because they did not, 
many were apt to imagine that no good was 
being done. He would not have such a mnis- 
taken notion press upon their minds. He 
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should be exceedingly glad if they would come 
out; but for a Catholic to do that in Ireland, 
was like breaking caste in India. He would 
be stigmatized from the altar as a heretic, and 
all his friends would pass by and give him what 
was called in Ireland “the cold shoulder ;” he 
would lose his livelihood, and they had not the 
means of supporting him. But there were hun- 
dreds of people in Cork who, if they had not 
shaken off the name of Catholic, had shaken 
off its delusions from their hearts and con- 
sciences, and were living in the fear of God. 
He had a strong conviction in his own mind, if 
they would but do their duty, and force light in 
upon the Catholic church, that the day was not 
far distant when the elements of its organiza~ 
tion, like the Reformation, which did not go 
quite far enough, would overturn that system 
of superstition, and become the effectual means 
of spreading the everlasting gospel throughout 
the whole land. 


Dr. CAMPBELL, of the Tabernacle, refer. 
ting to the immense number of Irish emi- 
grants in every land, reminded the meeting 
that, 


Wherever these Trish emigrants are becoming 
settlers, Popish priests and bishops are quickly 
following them, and thus the foundations of 
Papal institutions are being laid throughout 
the world. On these grounds, I contend that 
the time is come for England, Scotland, and, if 
you will, America, and every British colony, 
to beat to arms, and to join in one grand con- 
federacy to combat the Man of Sin in his grand 
continental stronghold—Ireland. I am sure 
they are well able to do it—and why should 
they not? As a denomination you have been 
enabled to make a great effort in the West 
Indies; you have sent out men, not a few, 
with that ethereal spirit Knibb; and why 
should you not send forth the six fellow-la- 
bourers whom Mr. Trestrail requires for Cork 2 
I am fully persuaded that we have done mis- 
chief by spreading out our lines too far. Send 
the six men to Cork, support them properly by 
your pecuniary aid, and by your cympathiee 
and, before ten years pass over your heads, by 
the blessing of God, you will see gospel tro- 
phies and triumphs in that city of Popish idol- 
atry. 

Be of good courage, the Doctor added; and 
you will be mighty through God. Look to him. 
It is not by might, nor by power, but by his 
Spirit. The promise is, “ Seek, and ye shall 
find: knock, and it shall be opened.” The door 
of Hibernia has been opened to you, and it shall 
not be shut. May he raise up among you men 
to visit all cities, and all its borders—men who 
will be as Joshua and Caleb, to go forth to the 
help of the Lord against the mighty, and to 
prepare for the reception of their brethren, We 

ave heard a good deal of the doctrine of pro- 
portion to-night from Mr, Trestrail, who has 
made a happy use of it; but I must say, that 
I am rather jealous of you, for I think you 
have got in some parts of the world more shhask 
your proportion. You have got nearly the 
whole of the West Indies; you have, by 
your translations, and other Gospel labours, 
laid the foundation of a wide empire in the 
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East Indies ; you have thus taken possession of 

both ends of the world; you have pitched your 

Home Missionary tents throughout the fae 

of England ; you are now providing for a strong 

descent upon Ireland, to make a conquest of the 

ae sle! Is this the doctrine of propor- 
ion 


Other addresses breathing similar senti- 
ments followed, to which, however, we can- 
not here even refer. We trust that the effect 
of the meeting will be to stimulate the friends 
of Ireland to renewed exertions. We must 
know nothing of discouragement. It is ours 
to labour in hope, “ Be it his for whom we 
labour to grant his heavenly blessing.” 


The pecuniary obligations of the Society 
at the date of the meeting were £435 1 6. 
The collection amounted to £34 16 6. 


One result of continued and successful 
labour will be that places of worship must 
be provided, and in towns it is desirable that 
without extravagance they should be suited 
to the improving condition of the people. 
The committee have no funds with which to 
build such places; the best they can do is 
occasionally to permit friends whose case 
they approve to plead their own case through 
the medium of this monthly organ. Two 
such appeals are now before the Society in 
the following terms. 


Mr. Ecc es, of Coleraine, says :— 


About eighteen months since, I came to this 
town to labour in the work of the Lord. For 
a long time previously the people to whom Icame 
had but imperfectly been supplied with the 
means of grace; still they remained together 
and sought to do good by diffusing the light 
around them. My settling among them was the 
signal for a closer union, and a more diligent 
activity; several individuals have, I trust been 
savingly converted to God, and the brethren 
already united are growing in knowledge, love, 
devotedness of spirit, and true liberality of sen- 
timent. The Gospel is now regularly and suc- 
cessfully preached in the town, and the densely 
inhabited vicinity : inquiry is extensively and 
strongly excited, and, humanly speaking, the 
prospect of ultimate and glorious success opens 
Bi sialy before us. You will remember, dear 
brother [Mr, E. writes to Mr. Green], the 
miserable place in which we meet for public 
worship, It has proved a great hindrance to 
our progress; our misfortune is construed into 
our fault. The brethren are now determined 
at any sacrifice to obtain a neat and comfortable 
place of worship, and have subscribed to that 
object as much, some of them even more, I fancy, 
than they can afford. Other Christians in the 
town and neighbourhood have assisted us with 
every expression of cordial good feeling. 

Yet we still require a considerable sum to 
meet the expenses of the contemplated erection. 
Need I, dear brother, now say that it is our in- 
tention to solicit aid from England? hither 
our eyes are at once naturally directed. We 
know the unbounded liberality of our brethren 
in your happy land. In another point of view 
we are already the objects of their benevolence. 
Having put their hand to the plough, we believe 
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they will not look back. They will not regard 
with indifference the cause which they them- 
selves are fostering. Shall those, whom by 
their kindness, they have taught to trust in 
their support, be steed at a point where 
the very existence of that for which they live 
and labour is at stake? It is our firm convic- 
tion that this shall not be the case. We are 
persuaded that Ireland has not yet ceased to be 
an object of thrilling interest to British Chris- 
tians,—that they will not refuse their counte- 


| nance and assistance to efforts so intimately con- 


nected with the welfare of this lovely spot so 
long enslaved to the dominion of Popish super- 
stition, or spell-bound under the freezing influ- 
ence of nominal protestantism, and that, though 
a lonely band, acting, by our general’s orders, 
at a painful distance from the main body of our 
fellow soldiers, we shall not be neglected by 
them in the struggle to emancipate the Emerald 
isle, and to.make her truly great and glorious, 
a gem in the diadem of the redeemer. Our 
object, dear brother, is grand, and our work 
difficult. To you, under the Lord, our waiting 
eyes are directed. Of your sympathy we have 
no doubt, and with this confidence we would say, 
—nhot come over, but send over, and help us. 
A little of that abundance with which God has 
blessed you will enable us to continue in our 
work of faith and labour of love. We know 
your liberality is largely taxed; but a little to 
us would be a great benefit. Anything—the 
merest trifle will be gratefully received: what- 
ever is given will be expended in a manner as 
strictly economical as possible. We know that 
much cannot be expected; but we ask something 
in His name, “ who, though he was rich, yet 
for our sakes became poor.” Oh! think of us; 
think of the work in which we are engaged ; 
think of those poor people for whom we are 
spending and being spent ; then think of Geth- 
semane, of Calvary, and of the cross; think of 
Him, who, from the right hand of the majesty 
on high, declares—“ Support the weak,—strive 
together for the faith of the Gospel.” 


The second is from Mr. MutHERN who 
is labouring in Conlig and the vicinity, with 
considerable success. Itis contained in thé 
following letter which we give almost entire. 
It is addressed to the Secretary. 


Newtonards, April 22, 1841. 


Dear Srr,—Since my last I have been 
enabled through mercy to continue without in- 
terruption my efforts in the best of causes. Be- 
sides visiting as usual, I have preached twenty- 
one, times to, for the most part, large and 
interesting congregations. Our prospects of 
usefulness, at Conlig especially, are more en- 
couraging every day. On the morning of Lord’s 
day, the llth, I baptized eight persons, to each 
of whom I can with full confidence extend the 
right hand of Christian fellowship. As the 
morning was very fine and a good number as- 
sembled on the shore to witness the administra- 
tion, I delivered an address, which was heard 
with absorbing attention by all present, and 
we had indeed a happy season. While I wit~ 
nessed the tear of gratitude silently dimming 
the eye of some of those that stood ready to 
follow the example and obey the command of 
their Redeemer, my own soul was gladdened 
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and my heart cheered and filled with thankful- 
ness to Him who had converted so many souls, 
and disposed them cheerfully to follow their 
Saviour. ‘Three of these were considered mem- 
bers of the church before I came here, but until 
subsequently to that period, the other five had 
no connexion with the place. One of the 
number is a man of eighty-five years of age, and 
still firm and enjoying good health. Since then 
we have four more candidates, who it is likely 
will soon be baptized. Our congregation at 
Conlig has now assumed a more settled aspect. 
Hitherto it has been rather fluctuating, some 
were coming and some going, but we are 
now begining to know those who from prineiple 
are attached to us. 1am also encouraged by 
seeing our week-day services increasingly attend- 
ed, and a spirit of inquiry and a searching of 
the scriptures generally obtaining among the 
people, while one and another come forward to 
acknowledge the benefit they have derived here 
from the preaching of the gospel. Blessed be 
God, the labours of your society have not been 
in vain in this place; and I hope that these 
continued will be still more gloriously repaid. 
To impart a knowledge of the way of salvation 
to one sinful and immortal being, and make a 
saving impression upon his soul, is a work of 
incalculable importance, and how much more 
the conversion of many souls, and the formation 
of a church of Christ where the pure doctrines 
of the gospel are held forth, and constantly 
declared, however simply, and the uncorrupted 
ordinances of our Redeemer regularly dispensed. 
All this your Society has already been made 
happily instrumental in accomplishing here. 
But we are looking for a more abundant bless- 
ing to attend our labours, not only in this vi- 
cinity, but generally throughout this still dark 
land, And for my own part I think I can per- 
ceive the dawn of a brighter day for Ireland, so 
that I am ready to adopt the prophetical lan- 
guage, “ Arise,” Ireland, “shine, for thy light 
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is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon 
thee.” 

Reasons to induce to an effort to try to get a 
little chapel built at Conlig, are to me becoming 
more apparent every day, although I am aware 
of the difficulty of such an undertaking. It is 
uncertain how long we can have the little place 
we now occupy, and if we lose this we are then 
left without any place. The school-house which 
we have been thinking to purchase will not be 
sold. The place formerly engaged by Mr. 
Young, for this purpose, can still be had. The 
proprietor is one of the persons I baptized, and 
he is anxious we should occupy the place; but 
if we do not very soon engage it, it will be dis- 
posed of another way. The friends at Belfast 
are willing to give us some help ; and the little 
church here are willing to do more (I was going 
to say) than they are able, while the subserip- 
tions about the place promised last season, are 
still recoverable. What then, dear sir, will we 
do? I think, that a chapel was never more 
called for at any other station belonging to 
your Society in Ireland. If, however, you think 
it better not to attempt this at present, we shall 
not urge. The disappointment, however, and 
the hindrance to our progress will be great. Do 
help us if you can. 


The committee knowing as they do the 
necessities and the prospects of both these 
places would cheerfully meet their appeal, 
but that their funds are otherwise employ- 
ed. 

Three hundred pounds would be sufficient 
for both, and for this amount stations might 
be permanently secured, which, under the di. 
vine blessing, might be greatly useful to the 
neighbourhoods around them. Mr. Green will 
be happy to receive communications in con- 
nexion with either of them. 


Perhaps this is 


the less to be regretted, as the report for the last year, now published, contains them all. A copy 
of that report will be sent to any person wishing it, through the medium of the post-office. 


From an anonymous friend “by favour of Mr. George,” a parcel has been received containing 


various articles to be either sent to Ireland, or disposed of for the benefit of the Society, for 
which thanks are respectfully tendered. A\so, for a parcel from Mrs. Hall, Biggleswade, con- 
taining a dozen Testaments in answer to H. Mullen’s appeal in last Chronicle ; and One Hun- 
dred Pound donation from our friend, by the Rey. Cornelius Elven. : 


Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Secretary, Rev. S. GREEN, 61, Queen's 
Row, Walworth; by the Rey. J. Dyer, at the Baptist Mission Ravines6) Fen Court, Petereh 
Street ; and the Rev, SrerHeN Davis, 92, St. John Street Road, Islington; C. BuRLs, 
Esq., 19, Bridge Street, Blackfriars; SANDERS, 104, Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury ; Lap- — 
BROKE & Co., Bankers, Bank Buildings; by the Rev. C. ANDERSON, Edinburgh ; the Rev. 
Mr. INvEs, Frederick Street, Edinburgh ; the Rev. J. Forp, 8, Richmond Hill, Rath- 
mines-road, Dublin; by the Rev. C. Harpcastie, Waterford; Rev. F. Trestram, Rock 
Grove Terrace, Strand Road, Cork ; by Mr. J. Horxins, Cambridge Crescent Birmingham ; 
and by any Baptist Minister, in any of our principal towns. : 
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The Annual Meeting of this Institution was 
held at Finsbury chapel on Monday evening, 
the 26th instant. The attendance was more 
numerous than on any preceding anniversary. 

The chair was taken by J. AKED, Esq. of 
Bradford, Yorkshire. 

Prayer having been offered by the Rev. E. 
Sreane, of Camberwell, 

The CHarrMAn rose and said—lI trust that 
this meeting will be attended with beneficial re- 
sults. I have lately had the privilege of witness- 
ing some delightful scenes in connexion with 
this Institution. A few weeks ago, Mr. Ror 
visited Shipley, and who can tell the influence 
his visit has had in bringing about the pleasing 
results we have beheld? When Mr. Rog arrived 
we held a meeting, and at that meeting the 
deepest interest prevailed. We appointed other 
meetings in succession, and at each meeting the 
interest seemed to increase; and the anxious 
feelings which there prevailed bespoke— 

«That God himself was near.” 

We soon found those who had been long un- 
decided for Christ coming and declaring them- 
selves on the Lord’s side ; we found aged sinners 
submitting themselves to the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, and receiving it as little children. The 
result of these meetings has been that 44 have 
been added to the church, and there are numbers 
more waiting to follow their example. Amongst 
the 44 was one young woman who has since 
been removed into eternity. Her death was as 
mysterious as her conversion had been remark- 
able. She had been the subject of serious im- 
pressions some years before, and during a severe 
affliction she had promised that if the Lord 
would spare her life and raise her up again she 
would give herself to him. The Lord granted 

her petitions, but she forgot her vow. One 
evening she was lingering about outside the 
chapel, but did not enter, Mr. Scorr was 
describing the state of those who had but one 
talent, and urged that if that were neglected 
God would take it away, and there would remain 
nothing but a fearful looking for of judgment 
and of fiery indignation. She heard this out- 
side the building, and went home to spend a 
restless night. Por days she scarcely ate or 
drank. Isaw her while in that state, and con- 
versed with her. Shortly afterwards the Lord 
gave her peace and joy in believing, and she, 
with 20 others, was united to the Christian 
Church, She sat down at the Lord’s table and 
enjoyed, as she said, one of the happiest days 
she had ever spent in her life, The Sabbath 
closed, and during the following day, instead of 


attending her ordinary duties, she could not 
forbear going round to her neighbours and 
friends, telling them what a delightful day she 
had experienced, and requesting them to attend 
a meeting in the evening that they might receive 
good to their souls. But, alas! how uncertain 
is human life; that meeting she never attended. 
A few hours previously to its being held she sat 
near the fire, and, by some means her clothes 
ignited. She ran out of doors, the wind caught 
the flames, and in a moment or two she was 
completely enveloped in them. No one dared 
approach her for a considerable time, and before 
they could be extinguished she was almost burnt 
to death. Mr. Scorr visited her; every limb 
trembled, but she exclaimed, “ Thank God, 
these are not the flames of hell!” He observed 
to her that it was very likely she would never 
enjoy another Sabbath on earth, and reminded 
her of the privileges of the Sabbath which 
had just passed: she replied, “ yes, 
How sweet a Sabbath thus to spend 
In hope of one that ne’er will end.” 

In a few days her spirit departed to the man- 
sions of bliss above. We thought it a myste- 
rious providence, but circumstances have since 
shown that the Lord doth all things well. We 
were not satisfied that the village of Shipley 
should enjoy those blessings alone. A neigh- 
bouring town attracted our attention, where the 
gospel had long been faithfully preached, but 
with little success, and we appointed a day for 
similar meetings to be held there. Several young 
men from Horton College preceded us, and in 
three separate parts of the town unfurled the 
banner of the cross, and directed sinners to the 
Saviour. It was delightful to see these young 
men bringing the people, to whom they bad been 
preaching, to the sanctuary of God. God was 
evidently with us, and an account of the death 
of this young woman was made the means of 
the conversion of sinners that night. These 
are encouraging facts; and if the church of 
Christ be alive to its duty, we shall soon see 
things assuming a different aspect. “ The wil- 
derness and the solitary place will be glad, and 
the desert will rejoice and blossom as the rose.”’ 
May the Lord hasten it in his own time! 

The report having been read by the Kev, 8. 
J. Davis, 

The Rev. T. 8S. Crise (of Bristol) in mov- 
ing its adoption said :-— 

He hoped that the Report, and the account 
of that night’s proceedings would meet the eye 
of the Society’s zealous and devoted labourers. 
There were amongst them those who needed. 
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sympathy, and who would be glad to know that 
they enjoyed the goodwill and prayers of their 
friends and supporters. He doubted not that 
there were amongst them men with heavy hearts 
and depressed feelings, but he trusted that from 
the proceedings of this meeting they would de- 
rive encouragement to persevere. ‘The success 
attending the labours of the Society had been 
great indeed, and they owed much to God for 
that blessing which had rendered its instru- 
mentality so effectual. The field was large, 
and the cultivation of some of its parts must 
have demanded very severe exertions. Nothing 
could have sustained many of the agents but 
the strongest principle and the most steady 
faith. He was acquainted with a place which 
this Society had adopted as a station. The 
cause had been almost feoly, extinguished, but 
it was now in a state of great prosperity. 
Without the aid of this Society it would have 
continued in its desolate condition. The Report 
had particularly referred to the labours of the 
evangelists. He imagined that the term was 
intended to designate those whose labours were 
neither pastoral nor local, but rather itinerating, 
migrating, and consisted mainly in visiting im- 
ortant stations for the purpose of diffusing the 
ight of life more widely, and exciting a greater 
amount of feeling than could be expected to 
result from the labours of fixed pastors. Dr. 
Owen says, “ To preach the word continually, 
and that with peculiar labour and travail, and 
to move up and down according as the necessity 
and edification of the churches doth require, 
doing nothing in them but according to the 
rule and appointment of Christ, are things 
which not many wil! earnestly covet to be en- 
gaged in.” That the labours of such men had 
been blessed, was matter of most abundant praise, 
and the strongest satisfaction. In one instance 
a family consisting of nine persons had made a 
profession of their faith, and in another case 
every house in the village, except one, now con- 
tained these who had recently been baptized on 
a profession of their faith. However extensive 
the sphere of exertion in distant regions, they 
ought not to feel less for home. Let them, as 
the result of all that had been done, thank God 
and take courage. By faithful, vigilant, and 
persevering effort in the name and strength of 
the Lord, they might rest assured that another 
year would present the same gratifying amount 
of labour and success as the Report had fur- 
nished on the present occasion. 

The Rev. J. H. Hivron, A.M., in seconding 
the resolution, said, that it ought to be a matter 
of happiness to him to offer a contribution, 
however humble, towards advancing the interests 
of this great and important Society, the anni- 
versary of which so appropriately opened the 
business of the week. ‘The Home Missionary 
Society carried with it the idea, that their native 
land presented the aspect of a missionary field. 
He could well understand that that idea might 
be questioned, might be repudiated by persons 
who thought that there was any possibility of 
attaching to the land the name of Christendom, 
and of constituting its inhabitants a Christian 
people, by covering it with places of worship, 
and crowding it with an endowed and authorized 
hierarchy. But such were not the views enter- 
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tained there. They held that Christianity was 
a thing attached to souls—not nations—to 
people in their individual character, not to the 
mass, nor to geographical space or boundaries. 
He was not for under-rating or depreciating the 
amount of true religion to be found in their 
highly-favoured land ; but yet no careful ob- 
server of it could hold the opinion that anything 
like the whole of the population was pious. 
With respect to the Baptist Home Missionary 
Society, it was presented under existing circum- 
stances in a very favourable and pleasing aspect. 
God had deigned to make its labuurs successful, 
and to pour out his blessing upon it. The 
deserts of the Society would be as great if it 
had not been successful. It would have aimed 
at the same end, have been actuated by the 
same spirit, and have made the same appeal to 
every Christian heart. If they felt that they 
ought to contribute to it more liberally, simply 
because it had been successful, there must be 
something wrong. They did not altogether for- 
sake it when it was not so successful, and the his- 
tory of past years proved that it had always had 
a place in the hearts of the pious. They must, 
however, on account of the augmentation of its 
labours, give it increased contributions to sustain 
them. They ought not to have stinted it when 
in distress, still less must they do it now when 
through (od’s mercy it was prosperous. Let 
them fetter not the links of its gigantie power. 
Let it not be short of breath to blow the trum- 
pet which those ready to perish were hearing, 
and who were coming to sit amidst the saints 
of earth, and to enjoy a foretaste of the happiness 
of heaven. There was much encouragement 
resulting from the fact that God had raised up 
men for the accomplishment of its work. He 
could not pass over the topic without acknow- 
ledging God’s goodness in raising up one man 
whose feelings he would not lacerate by more 
specifically referring to him, but who had been 
favoured of God to combine with all the glow- 
ing ardour of the Irish heart more than all the 
judgment, tact, and sagacity usually associated 
with the Irish head. There have been two modi- 
fications of the labours of the Society in which he 
thought there was great reason to rejoice. Years 
ago, 1t was a sort of village-itinerating society, 
which studiously turned away its eyes from all 
existing churches, and from towns, however des- 
titute. Villages were important, and it was 
not with a view to depreciate village efforts that 
he uttered those thoughts. But of late years 
the Society had turned its attention to towns in 
which there were churches of the Baptist deno- 
mination feeble and ready to die. One of its 
objects had been to revive those drooping 
churches, to bring them into an energetic con- 
dition, and to establish new churches not so 
much in villages as in considerable towns. He 
thought that therein it had done well, not be- 
cause the soul of the rustic was less precious 
than that of the artisan, but because when 
they succeeded in establishing an interest in a 
town, they established a centre for exertions all 
around to a far greater extent than by creating 
a new interest in a village. There was another 
point in which the Society’s operations were 
modified, It had engaged’ men who for years 
past had been successful pastors to leave that 
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close relationship, in order to visit the churches, 
to spend a few weeks among them, and endea- 
vour to kindle a new spirit, and by determined, 
vigorous, rousing appeals to saint and sinner, to 
es add an altogether new state of things. It 
had been accompanied by success worthy of the 
principle. The effort was wisely commenced, 
and God had smiled upon its execution. 

The Rev. T. Morean, of Birmingham, in 
moving the next resolution, said : — Having 
had an ot bea! of witnessing the most va- 
luable effects of the labours of this Society, 
both immediate and collateral, he might be al- 
lowed to refer to what had taken lacs, with 
regard to the latter, in his own vicinity, and in 
the very church and congregation over which 
he was pastor. When his friend on the left 
(Mr. Rog) visited them, he was sure to leave 
a blessing behind him; souls were awakened 
and brought to a confession of faith in the 
Redeemer. There was a station in the neigh- 
bourhood vacant, and many difficulties attended 
upon it. It was resolved to bring the case 
before the public, when Mr. Roe was in Bir- 
mingham ; an extra subscription was set on foot, 
130/. was raised, and the station was now going 
on most prosperously. In the course of two or 
three months, the Sunday-school children had 
been increased from 75 to about 270—and there 
were still multitudes requiring Christian in- 
struction, Thus the Society was effecting an 
amount of good for which they ought to be 
particularly thankful to God. This Society 
would not exist in vain were it merely to send 
forth its agents for the purpose of communicat- 
ing life, “health, and vigour to the different 
churches in the country. He therefore hoped 
that, so far from relaxing in their efforts, they 
would, if it were practicable, employ a sti 
larger number of evangelists. 

The Rey. J. Spriac, A.M. of Ipswich, in 
seconding the resolution, said that they were 
called upon seriously to think—and deeply to 
be affected by the thought—of the religious 
destitution of many parts of this kingdom. 
The resolution, whilst it recognised their 
gratitude for what had already been accom- 
plished, called upon them, as a test of their 
sincerity, to pledge themselves to new and in- 
creased exertion. Was there an individual 

resent who meant to flinch from the pledge? 
He trusted there was not. But let the mem- 
_bers of churches individually consider what 
could be done to carry out the pledge so that 
the resolution might not become a dead letter. 
There was one obvious manner in which it 
could be effected, viz., by their contributions 
that evening, and by enlarged subscriptions 
during the ensuing year. Additions had been 
fea last year, but they could not suppose that 
they had reached the highest point. They 
could not suppose that something below £4,000 
was all they could spare as a denomination to 
promote missionary operations in their own 
country. He admitted that the statement 
which they had heard that night did not fur- 
nish the whole amount of what they were 
doing for home missions. The sum collected 
for Hae object in Suffolk formed no part of the 
treasury of this Society. But when they had 


made the most liberal increase to the figures 


which truth would justify, did they believe that 
they were doing what they could, or what they 
ought, to promote this great and important de- 
sign? He had, however, long entertained the 
opinion that the most difficult thing to obtain 
in the way of Christian co-operation was not 
money, but personal labour. He trusted that 
all the members of their respective churches 
would soon go forth in the spirit of missionaries 
from house to house, and from family to family, 
trying what they could do to recommend the 
truth as it is in Jesus. They also needed a 
spirit of fervent wrestling prayer, which would 
carry them continually to a throne of grace, not 
in a trembling, doubtful, fearful state of mind, 
but with the full impression that it was the 
will and purpose of God that the gospel of his 
Son should be universally triumphant. Let 
them not cease their efforts till every soul 
within the boundaries of their country was 
brought to the kingdom of Christ. 

The Rey. C. Srovet, in rising to support 
the resolution, read a letter from the Rev. Dr. 
Campbell, deeply regretting his inability to at- 
tend the meeting. it was in no very small de- 
gree that the Lord had been pleased to bless 
the labours of this Society. He heartily re- 
joiced in those measures which had been 
adopted, and in which his own church had 
participated. He questioned whether any de- 
partments of labour could be found which had 
been more blessed than those recently culti- 
vated by the agents of this Society. He would 
not, however, attempt to multiply the facts 
which had been already adduced, and for a few 
moments he would turn the attention of the 
meeting to the latter part of the resolution 
which described the general necessities of this 
country. It was stated in the resolution, that 
notwithstanding all which had been effected, 
much still remained to be done. That would 
be true, if they only looked at the actual state 
of mankind as compared with the requirements 
and hopes of the gospel. But he apprehended 
there were several features which served to place 
in a strong point of view the necessity of the 
labours of this Society. He begged permission 
to refer to one. During the whole period of 
his life the Tract Society had been labouring in 
cheapening religious publications, and they were 
now issuing from their repository, not in hun- 
dreds and thousands, but in millions, portions 
of the word of God. ‘he Bible Society also 
had been multiplying copies of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. But just in the same proportion as they 
had been cheapening productions which might 
lead to the culture of piety, the press had by 
others been employed in the production of 
works which must degrade and demoralize 
every class of the human race by whom they 
were read. The great adversary had laid hold 
of the apparatus, and had made it the means of 
saturating society with the polluting spawn of 
his corruption, If that were confined to the 
ruder masses of society, where the vulgarity 
would tend to correct the evil, the matter 
would not be quite so hopeless; but theatres 
and places of amusement were thus pleaded for 
and thus sustained. The great monster of 
darkness seemed to be brooding over the popu- 
lation, and, like that angel which once hung 
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over the devoted city having the instruments of 
verigeance, was acting with a moral pestilential 
power, and devouring, not the bodies, but the 
souls of men. There was one point on which 
they ought to be most solemnly awakened. He 
alluded to the general diffusion, in a cheap 
form, of that sort of Protestant Popery con- 
tained in the Oxford Tracts. There was a near 
approach, to all appearance, of Christian feel- 
ing, with the most skilful adoption and adapta- 
tion of scriptural language, and a constant and 
careful watchfulness for the deepest and most 
subtle syllogisms, that the acuteness of logical 
culture could supply. It appeared as though 
the writers wished to rivet over the spirits, and 
hands, and feet, and senses of men, the dark 
and icy fetters of ancient popery. They seemed 
to cherish that inward spirit which would light 
again the fires of martyrdom. They would 
take away all liberty of thought and feeling, 
and bring men back to the dark ages, to live on 
the verge of perdition, They adapted their 
productions to the higher walks of society ; 
they sent them abroad as gifts, or sold them at 
the cheapest rate, and descended to the meanest 
artifices in order that they might corrupt—the 
greatest of all corruption—the great mass of 
the public mind. Ought Christians to leave 
the name of Christ to be dishonoured by such 
dreadful blasphemies? It must not be; and 
this Society would say that it should not be. 

The resolution was then put and agreed to. 

The Rev. J. Burton, of Amersham, moved 
the re-appointment of the Committee and offi- 
cers. 

Every Baptist who loved his country should 
assist this Society, because it had for its object 
the welfare of the community. Those who 
commiserated the wants of the world, might, 
with much propriety, be asked for their aid: 
for the recovery of any part of England was an 
important step towards the recovery of the 
world. To acertain extent, converts made at 
home were recruits to engage in some depart- 
ment of service abroad. Every church which 
the Home Missionary Society planted might be 
safely regarded as an auxiliary for increasing 
the funds, and extending the efforts, not merely 
of this Society, but of every other institution. 
There was, however, an ample field for the most 
energetic exertions in this country. In many 
even in the brightest spots in England there 
was much of the thickest darkness. During 
his residence in the West Indies, he had sel- 
dom met with*more ignorance of the truths of 
divine revelation than were to be met with in 
this country. Many families were without a 
copy of the Scriptures, and many people, not- 
withstanding the activity of some bodies of 
Christians, were as ignorant of the way of sal- 
vation as if they had been born in Africa, 
Some time since, while travelling, he passed 
the house of a female, who, on being conversed 
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with a short period on the salvation of her soul, 
when asked whether she knew anything about 
the Lord Jesus, replied that she had heard that 
there was a gentleman of that name residing in 
the neighbourhood, but she knew nothiug about 
him. In some cases such ignorance might 
arise out of the apathy of churches, but in 
many instances it was to be traced directly to 
the want of Home Missionary agerts. But he 
thought that the visits of the self-denying la- 
bourers of this Society were quite as much 
needed in many parts of the country where 
churches were planted, as in places where there 
were none. In the regularity of a pastor’s en- 
gagements there was much which endangered 
his zeal. Both preacher and people were in 
danger of becoming satisfied with a small 
amount of effort, and of success. Many 
churches needed to be aroused to the convic- 
tion that they were not answering the end of 
their existence ; that instead of gaining upon 
the world, the world was gaining upon them. 
In many cases, the majority of the members 
were contributing nothing to the enlargement 
of the church of Christ. He trusted that the 
time was not far distant when this important 
Society would give all its influence in favour of 
district meetings, respecting which, Dr. Camp- 
bell had written so much, and generally so voll 
A plan to continue in operation the whole of 
the year must be better than short periods of 
revival. A plan which would engage every in- 
dividual in prayers for the divine blessing; and 
which would inquire what every one was doing, 
must be preferable to a system which could ~ 
allow members to go on without any inquiry 
except by the occasional visits of the pastor. 
He could not but wonder at the unwillingness 
of many to adopt it. It was precisely the la- 
bour- urged on Moses by Jethro, and which 
had the sanction of God. It was the system 
adopted by Solomon for building the temple. 
It was the system by which order was main- 
tained ‘in the army. The Wesleyans had 
adopted it from their commencement, and in 
the West Indies it had been pursued by Bap- 
tists as well as Wesleyans. Every missionary 
there would, without hesitation, ascribe his suc- 
cess, under God, to the labours of the people 
rather than to his own ministry. Those dis- 
trict meetings had been the means of presery- 
ing the holiness and zeal of the church, and at 
the same time had been sending forth tribut 
streams which widened and extended the 
churches on the right hand and on the left. 

The Rey. W. Brock, of Norwich, seconded 
the resolution in a very powerful speech which 
ought not to be abridged, and which it is re- 
gretted cannot, through want of space, be given 
entire. 

After the Doxology had been sung, the meet- 
ing separated. 


Moneys received at and after the Annual Meeting will be acknowledged in the next Register. 
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